
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMmTS OF THE W I T E D  KINGDOM 

02' GREAT BRITAIN AND NOXTHERN IREEAND, CANADA, AUSTRALIA, 

D, THE UNION OF SOUTH A F R K A ,  INDIA AND PAKISTAN, 

AND THE GOVERGJMENT Or? THE FRENCH REPUBLIC KEaARDIMG BRITISH 

COIaMONYVEAETW 'vYAR GRA'mS I N  FRENCH TERRITORY 



Ths Governnlent s f  t h e  French Republic of  t h e  one p a r t  and. t h e  

Governments of  t h e  United Kingdom. of  Greaf; S r i t a i n  ancl Nor thern  I 
I r e l a n d ,  Canada, A u s t r a l i a ,  New Zealaxlc-l, the  Union of South  Afr ica ,  

India and Pairistarn ( h e r e i n a r t  e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  '"he Cornnonwealth l 
coun t r i e s t t  1 of t b e  other  p a r t ,  be ing  resolved t o  mainta in  t h e  

p ~ i n c i p l e s  o f  an  Agreement s igned  i n  P a s i s  on 29Lh November l918 

and enLi t l ed  '$Agreement between 'His ~ r i t a n n i c  ~ a j e s t y '  s Government 

and t h e  Goves~nmerlt sf t h e  French Republic r e l a t i v e  t o  the  Graves o f  

B r i t i s h  S o l d i e r s  i n  PrBncett9 anti. do extend those  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  t h e  

cemeter ies ,  graves  and memorials a f  rnernbers o f  t h e  A r m e d  F a r c e s  sf 

t h e  ComonwealLh c o u n t r i e s  who f e l l  in t h e  iVar of 1939-19&5 and whose l 
remains pest $3 French t e r r i t o r y ,  have agreed a s  fo l lows:  

PART 1 

. - The French Govermelzt recognises  t h e  Jmpsriral, War 

Graves G o m i s s i o n  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " t h e  ~oirnnission") which 

was ixrcsorporaled by Royal C h a r t e r  da ted  2123% May 1917, as the  8018 

o r g a n i s a t i o n  e n t r u s t e d  on beha l f  o f  t h e  Governments of  t h e  Commonwealth 

c a u l t r i e s  p a r t i e s  he re to  wi th  all measures c ~ n c e r n e d  with t h e  con- 

s t r u c t i o n ,  laying out w d maintenance o f  t h e  Cor~unonvrealth War 

Cemeterias,  Graves and Memorials. Consequently, t he  Comxission s h a l l  

have t h e  r i g h t  t o  a c t  i n  French t e r r i t o r y  a s  a p r o p e r l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  

a s s o c i a t i o n  and t o  s e t t l e  v i t h  t h e  FrencB.1 authom.ities all quest ions  

concerning War Cemeteries ,  Graves and Memorials of t h e  Commonwealth. 

.- The French Government g r a n t s  t o  t h e  Conmission, 

without  payment an6 without  t ime- l imi t , the  f r e e  use  of t h e  l and  i n  

French t e r r i t o r y  s e l e c t e d  and used  e i t h e r  a s  permanent war oemeterie 

f o r  the b u r i a l  of members of  t h e  Armed F o ~ c e s  of" t h e  Cornonwealth 

c o u n t r i e s  who f e l l  i n  t h e  Wars of 1914-1918 o r  1939-1945, o r  f o r  t h e  

cons t ruc t  ion of memorials i n  t h e i r  honour. Never the less ,  a s  l a i d  

down i n  t h e  law of 14th  October 1946, t h i s  i.and shall remain the  

p roper ty  of t h e  French S.tate.  



A ~ t i c 3 . e  4, - "EBe f ~ e e  use  o f  the l a n d ,  men t f  ~ n e d  I.n l ikrt lcle  2 

above,  c o n f e r s  on the  C o m ~ ~ i s s i o n  t h e  r igk% t o  make a l l  aprbangemen$s 

considered neoeuaapy. for t h e  layin!? out and t r ea tmen t  o f  permanent 

c~mete~ies m2d % O  sonstruet memo~ials and any b u i l d i n g s  and means of 

aeceas  which be reqxslxSed, T h e  C ~ r ~ r n i a ~ i o n  a811821 be the o n l y  

a~ltkcgasity entitled t o  engage i n  E U C ~  opera%ians and any r e : ~ u o s l  i n  

this ~ e s p e c t  whicti rraay be add~esasd directly t s  t h a  Fa~enckP C:-i;ve~xxnent 

rssust b e  s u b n a i t t s d  t o  t h e  Corflinisaisn far its d e c i s i o n ,  %be Camaissian 

s h a l l ,  however, take due care  t o  see  t h a t  suf Lable  i n s t a l l a t i o r a s  skiall  

maintal-sjl good sanitaray c o n d i t i o n s ,  'I'hese ararangeme~-i.$s and coal- 

strucbionaS. works s h a l l  b6 exeaipt rx*;.om any duties omi taxes, 

Freaca-i Ge2vernment in respect  sf t h z  ggraves of ~naenxbers o f  t h e  A ~ m e d  
I 

I+'orces o f  t h e  Gomonwtialth coun tr.l e s  aitusted In mtanicipal o r  camiiilrlal 

oemalsr ies  a.36 alsrp i n  French military i:emsteries, the lagirig o u t  and , 
l 
8 

rnt3lntexnance of t l lssa graves  be jag Lho ~ssponsibj li"edy c6" %he C ~ I T U ~ I ~ ~ S ~ Q ~ ~ ~  1 

st1b386% the p~t3ceding A j * t i @ B s ,  sh%ILI b s  s e t  t 9 e 3  d i r e c t l y  by $he 

Carnp.%lssisn ~i %h the c o ~ n l ~ s t e r ~ t  French axll2iori t f e s ,  

~ y t i d . e  T e - ;  The G r ~ x ~ n i k ~ s i o n  m a y  axieato and :n&intai.i2 tenzpcsa~ary 

cemet;a-nsise in French territory grid may aaa-h~.; i n  2 % ~  p t 2 s s a s a i ~ n  tkie 

. may b e  exlsnd3d. to2 re i~a j .ns  eominb frorrl t:ltkisp co l ln t r f e s ,  ~ h s  ~ o ~ r ~ f i ~ , a 3 1 c s ~ r L i  
1 

shaII.l. Le t h e  only autt:or*ity pe rm9.3i;S;od to c a r r y  0u.t tst.:cat, - 1 p a ~ a 7 ;  i~fili, l 



t ranafexp 02% :"qerwains, b u t  the G s r ~ u r a i s ~ ~ i o n  u ~ z d e l ~ t a k e a  to carry o u t  t h e s e  

9 g s ~ a t L n r n s  i n  such  a qgl.ay $hat, t*hep ~ r i 7 . 1  n ? t  cna;bsti%u%e a dar;i;gsr ts 

p u b l i c  h a a l t h  pad $0 talce alL sa~~iB,ar;!i. !'llewavres ne?cessaray f . 2 ~  t h i s  

pllIfpO Elf3 & 

Ax2k.tic1e 9,- The F r e r ~ c h  G'rovsrnme9a"l;s'ckajbl g r a n t  necessa ry  

f a c i l l t t e ~  f171a % P ~ ~ s P O $ " ~  8 ~ ~ 3 ~ 1 ~ 1 0 ~ ~ t i f 3 3 r ~  0f M B P ' S ~ T R ~ B ~ ~  8 8 b $ i n i z  UP 0f 

offices, s t s r l n g  cof rjaa-giex*ial anid prc.;%craring cf l a h o u r ,  t o  cax3;.ry oa*at, %.tie 

l 
l T J Q P ~  ~ ~ n t % : x l p P i ~ @ ~ d  3n part  T T  or  t h e  p resen t  hgreemoat,  ht"116 

l r e s n r v a t i o r i  t h a t  the pr2iors c ~ n s e n t  o f  the Frnnctl a u t h o r i t i a n  s h a l l  b e  1 l 
1 o b t a l n o : ?  2nd $ha*&; 813 ,  the expense ine:~ara~ed s h a l l  b 2  settled i n  

aeco~%da l l ca  w i t 1 7  G L , P I ~ X " ~ R ~  l%atesB 

1 ,- Tl ls  f2oraunbssiorl s h a l l  no t  be s u b j e c t  t s  any d u t i e s  

l a r  t a x e s  f o r  5~hicl-i 1.I; might become l i a b l e  i n  carr,ugjng out its official 

1 ~ " L X ~ C  t i o r ~ ~  o v t t  enng Cr~stsrns cklax%gss, In p a r % i ~ : ~ I a ? ,  %he Csrmnlaission 
I 
l 
I 

l 
1 %he material and s u p p l i e s  nscessary & Q  enable  P %  t s  car ry  o u t  any o f  

(4  'I3he equipment, 63s w e l l  as the meails o f  sir,  lsrld o r  

water t r a n s p o r t  imi1~3v'B;eil by  the Cor~nl.sa.ko.ar s h a l l  be  adxn i t t ed  

cleara:lce granted w i  i;llnut horld,  v a l i d  f o 2% t W i  

- 

the  o p e r a t i o n s  cuvcrsd. by the p r e s e n t  Agseernent. Such i n r t e r i a l  and 

- a&. 

exempt %.on on %h% F011swfng condit f ons: 

3 J'ear3s a n d  
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renewable, 
I 
! 

C~astams ,9e~vics, and discharged when %he equ j  pment and l 

meane aF "e3ansport aPc PfnaSl  g re--sxpor",ed, I 
I 

( b )  A11 o b j e c t s  and products intended fop use i n  %he can- 

atruction, deesra  ; i o n  or  maintenansz 01% cemeter ies ,  graves 1 
l 

ox- ~memorial.8 and any o t h e r  o p s r a t i o n  o f  Lhd Comnisui-on l 

l 
coverecl b y  the  p r e s e n t  AgresmunL, s h a l l ,  at t he  Lime s$ 1 

thaix.  i ~ ~ g o r ~ t a t i s n ,  b e  the s u b j s s t  02 A CUB~;OMS c l e ~ ~ a n c e  t 

l 

granted wi thout  bond, which shall b e  s e c t  back t o  t h e  
! 1 

$efBIee 01' spl.gin a f t e r  being endot-sed e i t h e r  b y  the 1 
.a%esps:rmsikla o:$'riciaL o f  tha Gonmissian ("she nmle of % h i s  

l 

l 
1 

o f f i c i a l  rn11st pryevisiaslmy have been carwmu~~icated %h@ I 
l 
t 

Administrati~n o f  t he  French ~ u o t o r n s )  o r  by t h e  P!usr%ipal ! 
3 1 

1 Authority o f  the phsce of d e s t i n a t i o n ,  o r  by the  a u t h o r i t y  1 
a t 

j 
l 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  %he cemetery, with a n o t e  t o  the e f f e c t  that I 
l 

t h e  o b j e c t s  arr3 p ~ o d u c l s  in question h a ~ e  been put; L s  t h e i r  
I 
i 

p r o p e r  ude, Angf o b j e c t  01- p r ~ l z l c t  fn  t h f a  ca tegory  kvhfch 

is ns longer  ~ e q ~ x i r e d  fop t h e  purposes of t h e  Cormi$-as f~n  

s h a l l  be  y e - e x p o r t e d  or sulaj a c t e d  t o  C U B ~ O M I ~  ~ h a ~ g e s ,  i 
16 , - The French Goverm~snt i s  prepa red ,  w i t h i n  t h e  

< 

i f rsxmevascg.r3c o f  t h e  exf e$j.ng r e g ~ a b  $ i o n s ,  $ 0  gx-an!; all necessary msvenkent ' 
G 

i 

E facilities t o  Comm~4nweaXtkn personnel o f  t h e  Conma i s s  ion t o  e n a b l e  thera 
l I 

I 

P t o  e n t e r  and leave French tesritory, Wle Conmmissfon s h a l l  %lave t h e  
ji 
I 1 rigk7.t; t o  r e c r u i t  and $0 sraploy any l o c a l  3'~enc:k~ %absulg W ~ ~ C I B  L T Z ~ ~  be 
i " 1 necessary and undexb&akeu Lo snsuye the payment of  wages, allowances : 1 
it  

and e o c i a l  a e e ~ r i t y  ckrarges sn b e h a l f  ark" any panasons si, amplayed i n  
B 

accssdance w i t h  the  s ca l e s  and regulations in 2 0 ~ 2 6 ,  

t 
I I 

l . -- I n  p lace  o f  tk~s Ml,xed P ~ a n c o - - B ~ i $ i ~ t a  C:or~xl~itte 
l i 

I const j . tuted by %l16 Csnmunissioon In  confo~mily wi$k %he; prsvisisn I 
~rticle 6 of the  9915 Agreement, the  G o m i s s i o n  s h a l l  appoin t  a j o i n t  1 

l 

C o m a ~ i t k d  e r ~ t i t l e b  t h e  9gComrn~n~ea l th -F~eneI .~  Joint ( :omi t  t e e H  to 
I 



I 

x ;ep~esan% the C ~ n m l i s s i o n  ir:r .Pr.er?clr~ t e r r i t o p ~ r  i n  d e a l i n g  wi th  the 1 
c i v i l  m d m i L i t a r 3 ~  a u . & ; h o r f t i a s  concerned, anfi i n  paa?%lcu.L~r to 

exercise I n  t h e  ~ : o ~ ~ r n ~ l s s i o n ~ s  mnarne any ol"al.1 of t h e  ~ l g l z t ~  yramrtscl 

t o  5 %  b y  % h e  p resen t  Agxveemsnt, T h i s  C o ~ ~ r x i t t e e  shall. be esn;rp@temzt 

$;Q ~84t"Pd%1'm in tk1'4:: name o f  the C o n m 1 i 8 ~ f 0 n ~  end w i t h i n  %he I.ir9sita 

of $he yjosswers &el.sgatsd by the l a t t e r * ,  all e i v i  l a c t s  neeessar3r 

t a  enable  it ta fulfil i t s  purposes, 

~ n . t i c l @  13,- The CsmdiLtee men"bisr.ned i n  t h e  ppee ious  A ~ * t i s % e  

shall c o n s i s t  a2 xlot more than twenty  mn-;mbers, i n c l u d i n g  eigklt 

l ~ ~ n s r a ~ j r  xnebabsxas.s and t w e l v a  official mesubere, and sk~al.1 be  compo ~ e d  

in squezl nambess u~ldsa* e a c % ~  heading sS rspresentatives a t  France 

on the one hand, and of  the@omsnweal$h cow1%sles on t h e  a thes ,  

The Frsnacka lrsnoraray n~embers, who s h a l l  be chosen among n o t a b l e  

perscgnslities i n  t h e  Navy, the  A P ~ I ~ ,  the Air Fcsree, 3.itera,wyP s e i e n t i f  

o~ a r t i s t i c  c f  rcles, alsalb be nominated by the Csmmission, the1  P 

names having bean prsgssed by %%.%g F P B ~ E S C ~  G8~8rnment a ~ c l  presented 

through the  d ip lomat  is: channel,  l%% French official members 

s h a l l  be chosen by v i r t u e  o f  the administrative functions exer-cistsd ,' l 

by them and sh~%B be t h e  r e p r a s e n t a % i v e s  off t h e  various gsvernmen&al 

aervlces se l ec t ed  by rnl~tual agreernol.kt b y  the French Gavsrnment a r ~ d  

t h e  Comf.ssisn,  T h e y  s h a l l  cease t o  form part of? the  Cors'sxnittee 

Prom tke &ay tkcy ~ e l i n q u f u h .  the o f f i c i a l  Funactions i n  re:;pect of" 

which t hey  were ncaminstedl %o t h e  Cornn i t t ee ,  Ykle Flae13~h Go~exbnrnent 

s h a l l  give %ha Co~amaissi~n p rev icus  lrfarrsing af ally changes i n  rega1.8 

to o f f i c i a l  Panc%iazis sr appslnlbtaraents which may take glace aillong 

t h e  pllench official ~nembers, T h s  Conxfif ssion s h a l l  apyoin t  $he 

~ e c r e t a ~ y - d e n e r d  o f  t h e  above C~mnhttse, 

PART I V  

F ina l  Broqvf8ions 
v 

~ ~ p r f t s s f o n  "bFn3ench tsw.x*-l%sryqa signifies Mstsopoliten Fraracc, A l g e r i a ,  

the Dep%rt,nzen ts Q ?  FPZIPICB ol re rseas ,  the t e ~ x - i t o s i e s  asid $tat&-.:; 0.f 






