
BR I T l S B  COMMOBPdEfi'I'N-EGYPT WAR GRAVES AGREE1FIENT 

AGF1EENENT 
between 

The Governments of t he  United Kingdon* or Great  a r i t a i n  and 
Northern I re land ,  Canada, Aus t r a l i a ,  New Zealand, t h e  Union 
of South Afr ica ,  Ind la  and Pakistan 

and 

The Royal. Kgyptfan Government 

regarding Nar Cemeteries, Grsves and b1emorials of t he  S r i  tish 
Commonwealth i n  Egypt r e s u l t i n g  from the  War of 1939. 

P 

The Governments of the United Kingdom of Great 
B r i t a i n  and Northern Ireland,  Canada, AustraLia, New Zealand, 
the Union of' South Afrfca,  Ind ia  and Pakistan of the f i r s t  p a r t ;  

and 

The Royal ggyptian Government, or the second p ~ t ;  

Desir ing to  extend the provis ions of the  Agreement 
slgned a t  Calro on the  2nd June 1937, and of t h e  accompanying 
Exchange of Notes of t he  2nd and 5 t h  Juns 1937, r e l a t i n g  t o  
B r i t i s h  War ihemorial Cemeteries and. Graves i n  Egg-pti an  Ter r i -  
t o ry  ( toge the r  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " the Agreement of 
1937" f :  and 

Deslring t o  modify i n  c e r t a i n  o ther  r e spec t s  the  pro- 
v i s ions  of the Agreement of 1937: 

Have agreed a s  fol lows:  

ARTICLE I 

The provis ions  of t h e  Agreement of 1937 shaI.1 extend 
and apply to  the  M a r  Cemeteries, Graves and il!emorials of s a i -  
l o r s ,  s o l d i e r s  and airmen of the count r ies  of the  Comroonwealth 
w11o f e l l  i n  t h e  War of 1939 and whose remains r e s t  i n  Egyptian 
t e r r l t o r y .  

ARTICLM 2 

The Committee r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  A r t i c l e s  L1 and 1 2  of 
the  Agreement of 1997 s h a l l  now be known as t he  "Commonwealth- 
Egyptian J o i n t  Committee". 



ARTICLE 3 

Thf S Agreement s h a l l  en t e r  i n t o  f o r c e  one month 
a f t e r  t he  da te  of i t s  publ ica t ion  i n  the  Of ' f ic ial  Journal 
of t he  Royal hgyptian Government. 

i 

I n  wi tness  whereof the undersigned duly authorf - 
sed t h e r e t o  have signed the p re sen t  Agreement and have a- 
r i x e d  the re to  t h e i r  Sea l s ,  

E Done a t  Alexandria t h i s  e igh th  day of June 1852. 

For the Goveriment of the IJninited Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n  
and Northern I r e l and  L.8 (Halph bkrine ~ t e v e n s a n )  

For the  Govermr~ent of Canada L, S ( H a l p h  Skrine Stevenson) 

For the Government of Aus t r a l i a  (Claude Massey) 

Por the Covernmant New- Zealand L.3 (RaLph SkrbJne Stevenson) 

For the Governaent of UzeUnion of Louth Africa (N.J.J. Joos te )  

g For the  Government -of Ind ia  L - 8  (VsPiePI .  U a i ~ )  

For the Government of Pakistan &.S (Syed Z1agyeb X u d s a f r ~ )  

For thn Royal Government o r  bgypt Le S (Rbdel Klialeli FIassouna) 

i n  a s i n g l e  copy which s h ~ l . 1  remain deposi ted i n  t h e  archives 
of t he  Egypttan Government and of which c e r t i f i e d  copres s h a l l  
be s en t  t o  theother  s 

Copie cer  tlf'liie conforme 

Le Caire, l e  3-7A1il3-eGL9 
I ^ --- 

&m k ~ ~ & ~ & ~ A ~ ~ & Y A ~ & % *  



ET IRLANDE DU NORD, 
CANADA, AUSTRAL1 E, 
NOUVELLE-Z~LANDE, 

UNION SUD-AFRICAINE ET 
I NDE, ET ~GYPTE 

Accord relatif aux cimetikres et 
stpul tares de guerre britanniques 
en Egypte, signt au Caire, le 
2 juin I 937, et echange de notes 
y relatif, Le Caire, les 2 et 5 juin 
' 937- 

GREAT BRlTAlN 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND, 

CANADA, AUSTRALIA, 
NEW ZEALAND, 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
AND INDIA AND EGYPT 

Agreement regarding British War 
Memorial Cemeteries and Graves 
in Egypt, signed at Cairo, June 
znd, 1937, and Exchange of 
Notes relating thereto, Cairo, J une 
2nd and 5th, r 937. 
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No. 4265. - AGREEMENT "BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENTS 
I N  THE UNITED KINGDOM, CANADA, THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND AND THE UNION OF SOUTH 
AFRICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND THE EGYPTIAN 
GOVERNMENT RBGARDING BRITISH WAR MEMORIAL 
CEMETERIES AND G M V E S  IN EGYPT. SIGNED AT CAIRO, 
JUNE ~ N D ,  1937. 

E ~ g l i s h  o@ciaZ text communicated by His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreigft AGuirs i.n Great 
Britaifi. T h e  registration of this Agreemed dook place J a m u r y  zgth, 1938. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT on the one hand, and THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN COMM ELAND, CANADA, THE COMMONWEALTIT OFAUSTRA~..IA, 
NEW ZEALAND, THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA and INDIA on the other hand, being desirous of 
placing on a ii-m and established basis the care of the graves of the British soldiers who fell in the 
late war and were buried in Egyptian Territory, have agreed as follows : 

Article I .  

The Im erial War Graves Commission (hereinafter referred to as " The Commission ") % incorporated y Royal Charter granted by His Majesty The King of Great Britain, Ireland and the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India (hereinafter referred to  as His Majesty 
The King and Emperor ") on the zrst day of May, 1917, is recognised by the Egyptian Government 
as the sole authority charged with the care of the British War Memorial Cemeteries and War Graves 
in Egypt. 

Accordingly, the Commission shall alone be qualified to act in this matter, particularly in all 
that concerns the execution of that part of the agreement contained in the note of the 27th October, 
19x8, addressed by le Comitd des Finances to, and approved by the Egyptian Council of Ministers 
on the 9th November, 1918, relating to the free cession of land in perpetuity for British War 
Memorial Cemeteries to the Commission by the Egyptian Government, and subsequently confirmed 
by a formal Deed of Gift dated the 9th May, rgzI, and registered in the Bureaux des Hypotheques 
of the Mixed Tribunals of Cairo and Alexandria on the 9th May, 1921, and the 27th June, 1921, 
respectively, and in the Bureaux des Hypoth6ques of Mansourah on the 27th July, 1921. 

Xame into force November zgth, 1937. 
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Notwithstanding anything contained in the aforesaid Deed of Gift or its annexes as to the 
nature of the Commission's Committee h Egypt, the Egyptian Government agrees that the 
character and functions of that body shall be as rovided in Articles XI and 12 of the present B Agreement, and that the Commission's rights un er the Deed of Gift shall continue unaffected 
by any changes in the title, composition or powers of the said Committee made in conformity with 
these Articles. 

The Egyptian Government hereby agrees that the British War Memorial Cemeteries shall 
not be subject to any State or local taxes. 

Article 4. 

The exhumation of bodies buried in the British War Memorial Cemeteries or War Graves 
with a view to their transport elsewhere shall only take place in agreement with the Commission. 
The Egyptian Government undertakes to refuse all applications for permission for the removal 
of bodies unless preferred through the Commission, 

Article 5. 

The Egyptian Government recognises the right of the Commission to act in Egypt as an 
Association possessing the civil rights of a juristic person. 

Article 6. 

The Commission is authorised to enclose the British War Memorial Cemeteries, to lay them 
out according to a scheme approved by the Commission, to erect in them sepulchral monuments 
or other suitable structures, to make plantations in them, to designate from time to time the 
custodians or persons to take charge of them and, subject to the approval of the Minister of the 
Interior, to enact regulations governing visits to and the policing of the same, and to prosecute 
those who infringe the said regulations. 

Article 7. 

The custodians appointed by the Commission to take charge of and maintain the British War 
Memorial Cemeteries and War Graves may be persons of British nationality. The custodians shall 
be recognised by the E tian Government and shall receive from the Egyptian Government 
every assistance necessary =? or the safeguard and protection of the British War Memorial Cemeteries 
and War Graves. The custodians shall have no military character. 

Article 8 ,  

The Egyptian Government recognises the existence of graves of o&cers and men of the forces 
of Kis Majesty The King and Emperor situated outside the limits of the lands granted by the said 
Deed of Gift, as set forth in a list to be communicated to the Egyptian Government by the Diplomatic 
representative in Egypt of Ris Majesty The King and Emperor. The Egyptian Government 

No 4265 
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undertake that, should the Commission a t  any time in the future consider the transfer of these 
graves necessary or desirable, by reason of the closing (for burial purposes) or disuse of the 
Cemeteries in which they are situated or otherwise, all necessary facilities will be accorded to the 
Commission to remove the remains to one or other of the British War Memorial Cemeteries. 

Article g .  

Requests for permission to erect, even outside a British War Memorial Cemetery, a 
commemorative monument designed to recall a feat of arms of the forces of His Majesty The King 
and Emperor or of any unit thereof, shall be presented by the Commission to the Egyptian 
Government for their consent. 

Should a request of this nature be made direct to the Egyptian Government, the latter shall 
refer it to the Commission before giving any decision, and shall consider in agreement with the 
Commission what action shall be taken thereon. 

Article ro. 

All  building material, stone, marble, tools or other stores required by the Commission from 
time to time for the construction of, or erection of monuments in or upon, the British War Memorial 
Cemeteries and War Graves, or for repair or replacement of existing materials, shall on production 
of the necessary certificates from the Commission's representative be admitted into Egypt by the 
Egyptian Government free of all Customs duties or dues. 

Article 11. 

The Commission shall a point a Committee with offices in Egypt to represent the Commission R in Egypt in its relations wit the Egyptian Authorities, and especially to exercise in the name of 
the Commission all or any of the rights reserved to it under the present Agreement. 

This Committee shall be competent to perform in the name of the Commission, and within the 
limits of the powers delegated to it by the latter, all civil acts necessary to enable it to fulfil its object. 

Article 12. 

The Committee in Egypt referred to in the previous Article shall be called the " Anglo-Egyptian 
War Cemeteries Committee l'. It shall be composed of four Honorary Members, of whom two 
shall be British and two Egyptian, and of eight Official Members, of whom four shall be British 
and four Egyptian. 

The Egyptian Members shall be appointed on the recommendation of the Egyptian Government, 
which shall be requested and transmitted through diplomatic channels. 

The Honorary Members shall be chosen from persons who have won distinction in the Navy, 
the Army, the Air Force or the Civil Service, or in Letters, Art or Science. 

The Egyptian Official Members shall be appointed in virtue of their official functions, and 
shall be regarded'as appointed at the moment they assume office, and shall cease to form part of 
the Committee from the day when they vacate their said offices. The Egyptian Government 
undertakes to notify the Commission of all changes which may take place amongst the Egyptian 
Official Members. 

The Commission shall appoint the Secretary of the Committee. 

Article 13. 

The Agreement shall come into force on the day of its publication in the official journal of the 
Egyptian Government ; the contracting Governments shall by agreement ~-J.x the date of this 
publication. 
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In witness whereof the undersigned duly authorised thereto have signed the present Agreement 
and have affixed thereto their seals. 

Done at  Cairo in duplicate the second day of June, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-seven. 

For the Goverrtment of Egypt : 
L S.) Mahmoud GHALEB. 

For the Governmefit o f  the Urcited Khgdom of Great Brz'tailz 
a d  Northerrt k e t a ~ d  : 

(L.  S.) Miles W.  LAMPSON. 

For the Gover~men.t of Cafiada : 
(L. S.) Miles W. LAMPSON. 

For the Gover.nme/nt of the Commonwealth of Aztstrakia : 
(L. S.) Miles W. LAMPSON. 

For the Govermnefit of New Zealafid : 
(L. S . )  Miles W ,  LAMPSON. 

For the Goverrcme~tt of the Uszion, of South Africa : 
(L. S.) Miles W. LAMPSON. 

For the Govermzerct of India : 
(L.  S , )  Miles W. LXMPSON, 

EXCHANGE OF NOTES. 

With reference to the Agreement concluded on the and day of June, 1937, between the 
Government of Egypt and the Governments of the United Kingdom, Canada, the Commonwealth 
of Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa and India respecting the British War Memorial 
Cemeteries and Graves in Egyptian territory, I take the opportunity of placing on record that the 
Egyptian Government agrees that in the first part of Article I and in Articles g, 7 and 10 of the 
said Agreement, the words " British War Memorial Cemeteries l '  shall be deemed to include the 
Australian and New Zealand Memorial at Port Said and the Indian Memorial a t  Port Tewfik, 
and that the said Agreement shall have effect accordingly. 

I avail, etc. 
Mahmoud GHALEB, 

Acting Minister for Foreiglt A8airs. 
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CAIRO, June 5 t h  1937. 
SIR, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Excellency's note of the 2nd June placing 
on record, with reference to the Agreement concluded on, the 2nd day of June, 1937, between the 
Government of Egypt and the Governments of the United Kingdom, Canada, the Commonwealth 
of Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa and India respecting the British War Memorial 
Cemeteries and Graves in Egyptian territory, that the E tian Government agrees that in the 
first part of Article I and in Articles 3, 7 and ro of the sai V Agreement the words " British War 
Memorial Cemeteries " shall be deemed to include the Australian and New Zealand Memorial at 
Port Said and the Indian Memorial at  Port Tewfik, and that the said Agreement shall have effec? 
accordingly. 

I avail, etc. 
Miles W. LAMPSON, 

Ambassador. 


