
WGReEMT mUTm TO TKE BRITISH 
6 OmO TH W A R  amTmY DJ JAPAN 

G Whereas t he  Coverment of J apm made aa Declaration with 

respect  t o  the  Treaty of Peace w%th Japm signed at the c i t y  

of S a n  F$-mcisco on September 8, 1951, t o  the  e f f e c t  t ha t  it 

would eonelude with the All ied Powers concerned such agreements 

as might prove neeessmy h comeet ion with the w a r  graves, 

cemeteries and memorials of such Allied Powers i n  Japanese 

t e r r i t o r y ,  

mereas t h e  spirit smnbdfed i n  the  above-mentioned 

Dec'kmation appl ies  as a matter of course t o  the  war graves, 

cemetssiee and m@morfa%s of Pndia i n  Japmese t e r r i t o r y ,  not- 

athstmding the fact t h a t  India i s  not  a sPgraato~y t o  the  

abme-mentioned Treaty of Peace, and 

Whereas t h e  Govem en t  of Japan on the  one hmd, and t h e  

Goeemen t s  of the United m g d m  of Great Bri ta in  and Northern 

lIP.ePmd, Canada, Aus t ra l i a ,  N e w  Zealand, the Thhm of South 

A I ~ i c a ,  India and P&is$aw ( i n  the  present Agreement referred 

t o  as t he  etCmonweahth Comtrfesn) on the  other hand, being 

animated by a caramon de s i r e  t o  honour the  memcaky of those who 

have sac r i f i ced  t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  t h e i r  countr ies ,  have decided 

t o  make provisions a t h  regard t o  the  cemeteries, graves and 

memoria3.s of the members of the  Armed Forces of the Camonwealth 

@ o m t r i e s ,  who i n  the w e  of 1941695 have f a l l e n  on t h e  f i e l d  

Of b a t t l e  or  have and are  b u r i e d  i n  Japmese t e r r i t o r y ;  

The 



The Government of Japan and the Gove 

~omonweal%h Cowtries have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE3 1 

(I) N@omonwealth cemeteryrs means the cemetery m d  graves 

situated at briba-cho, Bodogaya-h, Yokahma-su,  a% indicated 

in the Nips  attached do the present Agreemsnt, in whlch are 

buried the bodies of members of the A m e d  Forces of t h e  Common- 

wealth Gomtries, who have fallen on the field of b a t t l e  or' 

have died in the w a r  of 1941-45, md t h e  memorf aLs which a r e  

or may be erected in the said cemetery in their honom. 

( 2 )  "The C m l . s s i s n t l  maaezms the h p e ~ i a l  War Gravess 

Commfssion fnrcorporcntd by Royal Chaster of 21s% May, 1917 

ARTICLE 2 

The CoWssian  is reco@fzed by the G o v e w e n t  of Japm 

ss the sa l e  authority charged on behalf of the Como~avealtBn 

Corntries with the pe 

the Cornonwealth cemetesy, 

( B )  The Governerat of Japehpa sh&% grant the w e  of 

the land (including a l l  s tme twe~  and pP&~&ations thereon) 

eoaprlsinxg the GomonweaaSth e@metsq free of cost $0 the 

C ~ m i s s i o n  solely $or the pwposes set forth in the present 

Agreement w4d for a p a r i d  a i  30 y e e s ,  which Shall be renewed 

from time to t b e  fop as long ss the l a n d  is me& f o r  such 
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(2) The Goverment of Japm shal l  e n s u e  the continued 

existence of suck mearas of access to the Commonwealth 

cemeten as are in existence at the t h e  of the coming into 

force of the present Agreement. 

ARTICLE 4 

Bodies of l~lembetas of the Amed Fosees of the GomonvsaLtPI 

Countries sha l l  not be e d w e d  from the graves in which they 

rest without the consent of the Commission. 

(BB The Govesment of Japm ~ecognizes the Comisslon 

as m assoeiatfon possessing QwidfeaS personalfty for the 

purpose of ensuing the upkeep of the G~monwethlth cmetesy. 

ssion PS accordingly authorized at its own 

cost to enclose and %ay out the Cornonwealth cemetery according 

to a scheme approved by I t s e l f ,  to erect s e p d c b a 8  monuments 

or other s a t a b l e  stsvlctwes thereSn, to m&e p~htati on3 

therein, to enact rewlationa gmernlng visits to the Common- 

wealth cemetery, and to select persons who m y  $8 nationals 

of the Comonweealth Corntries $0 t d e  chrge of m d  t o  maintain 

the CmonweaBth eem~tery, 

(3)  Subject to $he k~u$horiza$iorn gsmted in %he preceding 

Pmagsaaph, the emission shP1 csnfom to Japmese Iraw and 

remla%lons re la t ing  to cemeteries, graves, memorials lnnd 

other structmes, 
AF3"TCLE 4 



ARTICLE 6 

(1% A Japmnese-Como~1wea1th Joint C m i t t s e  sha l l  be 

established to adv ia@ t h e  C m S s s i o n  on the exercise of the 

rLghts reserved to the latter under the present  Agreement. 

( 2 )  Ths J o i n t  Cornittee referred to in t h e  preceding 

paragraph shall be composed of Lhree ComonweaTtl.2 diploi t lkc  

representa t ives  who shall bs appointed by %he Cornsmission, 

and &bee  Japwsse members who shall be appotnted by the 

ComissiEo2in on recamendstion by the Govemesrrt of Jepm, 

such rscomendation to bs trslnsmitted t h o u @  diplomatic 

chme'Bs , 

( 3 )  The members of the Joint Cornittee shall be appointed 

for a period not exceeding & b e e  y e u s  a d  sbP1 be e%igPble 

for reappointment. 

ssion shall appoint sh S e c ~ e t q - G e n e r a  of' 

%Re Jolnt Cam2ttea. 

None of t h e  falPawhg national and local or g@s 

of Japm ehaE31 be I sv id  an the Commwealth c w e t e q ,  on the 

G o d s s i o n ,  or on S U C ~  s tm~tw@% 8% are  or may be erected 

d t M n  the C~monw@alth cmstem and &Pch are sale@ 

d i r e c t l y  necessary for the ma$nLenmce and e m s  of' the Camo~t- 

wealth cernste~:  

(a) Regfstratfm T a x  

(b) Wefee$maB and W f e i p a l  
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( c )  Real Property Acquisition TAX 

( d )  MuplPcipal Property Tax 

? 
(e )  All taxes OP charges which may be levied i n  the 

?, future  h place of t h e  t axes  mentioned i n  ( a ) ,  

(1)  The Colnaslssioxn shall  be a t  Pibatarty t o  import, i n  

reasonable q u m t l % y ,  i n t o  J a p a e s e  t e r r i t o r y  free of cnertom 

or iroDpo~t dues pnsnumnents (imelmding keadstmes), stone, m w b l e ,  

or  o ther  h i 1 d i n g  mate r i a l ,  t oo l s  ( including mechmicd applf-  

mc0s such as Ism mowers), automobiles (past bcBud9ing 

passenger vehicles), mcMnery a d  plmt f o r  wakes suppXy, 

which may be reidred by t he  G m l s s i m  IOT the direct  m p o s e s  

of construct ing,  mabta infng,  repairing,  or c u v b g  out 

replacements in, t he  GmonaweaPth cemeterg m d  a l s o  (subject 

t o  such condit ions a s  the competent J,apaese an thor i t i e s  m y  

c m s i d s ~  necess- as a s d e g w d  agafnst the  f n t r d u c t i a n  of 

disease) t r e s s ,  sb-bs, plmts, ee&s m d  b a b s  regalbred t o r  

the  h o r t $ m l . t w a l  smbell j lsbent  o r  m i n t e n m c e  of the said 

csmstszy, However, the CmiBssBon sl$d.1 t&e such measmes 

as a r e  ~ ~ C B S S ~  t o  emme that the  Items &1& have been 

exemptad from emtom or fangos.8; dues are not d f s g o b d  of IInz 

Japanese t e r r i t s ~  without the pr ior  consent 0% the competent 

Japanese authorities. 

(2)  The Gmemen t  of Japan? agrees that in m y  pastieealm 
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case under t he  preceding paragraph a c e r t i f i c a t e  signed by 

t he  Secretary-General of the  Jo in t  Committee t o  the effect  

t h a t  t h e  b p o r t a t i o n  i s  being made f o r  t he  purposes as provided 

for  i n  t he  preceding paragraph shal3  be acceptM by the 

au tho r i t i e s  as su f f i c i en t  evidence t o  t ha t  e f f ec t ,  

h t a i l s  of the manner i n  which effect w i l l  be given t o  

the  present Agseemaent shall be agreed upon by cons\tlta$$on 

between the  Japmese au thor i t i es  and the  Cormnfssion representing 

the  Cr~~lmonweallth Countries. 

The present Agrement shall enter  i n t o  force one amth 

after t h e  date of rece ip t  by the G m ~ m e n t  of Austrerlia, 

representing the Colo~nmweaPth Coarntries, of a note, sP aectspt- 

wee  from the  Governeat of Japsla. 

DJ WmWS whereof the  mdsrsig;raed, d a y  authorized t o  

t h a t  e f f ec t ,  have s i w e d  the  present Aprement. 

BOm a t  ToQo on the twenty-first ace$ of SeptemberB 3.955 

i n  the  Japanese and  English languages, both texts  being equally 

authentic, i n  a s ingle  copy which shall be deposited with the 

Government of Japan, and of which ce r t i f i ed  copies shall be 

fwnishsd t o  the other G m e m e n t s  par t ies  t o  the present 

Agreement. 



POF %he C m e m e n t  of the mien ai South Africa: 







terr 

(Translation) 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy 

ceemei 

of the Agreement relative to the British Commonwealth War Cemetery w l t h z  

in Japan signed a t  Tokyo on September 21, 1955. 
i above 

OCT. 13,1955 Signed : Taisaku Kojima 

Chief of Archives Section 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 
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1 have $he Iloncoaa.~? "r,o refer 'to lLx*tic:%.o 10 
o r  the kgreernen.k p e l a t l v e  -';Q the Brk"t;lbsh Clsmmrkonvu'ealtuil 
'iVaza Cerr~etery i n  Japan signed. ad; Tokyo on. Sel:,Lerr&c?r 2PsL, 
B 5 5  ~ ~ ~ 7 1  i .ch px,ovider: that the  Agreerneli'd shal.1. e n t e r  
i n t o  foxace one ~nontla a f t e r  the  da te  of receipt  by the  
Go'vi:rxmenC of' ilastx~ai-j_a, rt?:presem.ting 34-ie Con,mon.$iealL'o. 
c o ~ u - t t x ~ i e s ,  sP a n o t e  of' accepi;auce f r o m  the Gcr:?rerni~?srzt 
of Japan., 

I ?~eu*f:bg wish  $0 z-kotify' Y0u.r !3xet?llenug .!;hat 
the Gov orzi.inelit of' Japan i3 .a~ ac r:apt;cd. tl-r. e Agr:aeenerl "l- 
I w r ~ ~ l l d .  ~ i j ~ ~ e ~ : ~ ~ i . ' d i e  f.1; - "if"" .rol.2.1* !brcellsncy l~i017:ki.?~ ~e.rl('i m: 
a z10.1;e acicu:w,~;l.et!g:i.ng P~OCL?:~~~J.~:, of? -L! ; Is  r1ot2.,c:e9 

1 :" j" 23 : ' 2. c> :. ;!" ;>;: ; c: ; - B 
r . : 3 . '  .". i JLl<-:j l  ; ; , > " j : f ; J  

.>. . "~ ; , . . , ; . , L .  !:-i;~<i ~!;.>( 'k1";3,(>",~-.( 1 ~j ., :c -* . " ::,;.it"? .. . .. . . , . - .... 6 -.--.., . ". ', ....... '* 
.... " . " ~ ~ , . * ~ . b . ~ < : , ~ c ~ , ; ~ , ~ , * ~ . ~ -  <.,P :iijc...;pt~.:~j*~" 
., ."-~::l , , l ,  2 i L  .. ' L.. *) - ". 
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1 l.lav-e the honour to ackxzowlecigs rscef:p't 
of Your Excellency's Note of 22n61 May, 1956, giv ing  
:-,.otice t1:ra"i;the Govenuxient of' Japan has accepted. 
.ti.ie Agreeinant Relative ,to .the Br:i.Lfsh Cslnnomenlth 
War Cerr~et~)ry frb Japan sigllecl at Tokyo 0x1 21sd SepL- 
eai'c)er, 1955. Your ExcelLency's Note also refers 
t s  skticle 10 of the said Agreeinent r~ l l l ch  provides 
tha t  t21.e .AgreernenC shall en te r  irxto fo rce  one month 
after t he  date  o:E receipt by the Governmen't of 
An8"t;ra.Z l.%, repr esen't ing Llz e Conmomsalttr e a w l t r i e s  
concerned, of a note OP acceptance from .%;be Govermerrt 
of Japan, 1 have also the llranotar to infornl  Your 
ExeelS.enc:y t h a t  th.e da te  on w l ~ i c ' i l  on behalf of 
the ConnzanweaSth c o ~ l n t r i  es ccaneexbned , reeel.~red Your  
~xee~lene y ' s n o t e  eoT a@cepta~ac@ from the Goverme~?'t 
of Japan was 22nd !day, 11356, 

, I have the honour t o  be, 
S i r ,  

tVi @a t h e  InigtiesL consiSlerat i oa~ ,  
Pour csbedieux t, servarrt , 

I 

B, E, Rir,  Riiinrrioru Shigerri.itsu, 
Minister o f  State for Foreign AfTafxas, 
1)Iinistxly o f  Foreign A f f a i F 8 ,  
TOKYO 2 
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