
AN AGREEMENT ON MEDICAL TREATMENT 

BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA 

AND THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW ZEALAND 



The Government of A u s t r a l i a ,  and 

The Government of New Zealand 

Desi rous  of p rov id ing  immediately nece s sa ry  medica l  

t r e a t m e n t  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of  one P a r t y  

t e m p o r a r i l y  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of the o t h e r  P a r t y ,  

Have agreed  as fo l l ows :  

ARTICLE l.. 

For t h e  purpose  of t h i s  Agreement: 

(1)  'med i ca l  t r e a t m e n t '  means: 

( a )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of A u s t r a l i a .  

med i ca l  and h o s p i t a l  s e r v i c e s  p rov ided ,  o r  

i n  r e s p e c t  of which a b e n e f i t  i s  payable ,  under  

t h e  H e a l t h  Insurance  A c t  1973,  o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

Hea l t h  Act 1953 and h o s p i t a l  s e r v i c e s  and o t h e r  

h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  p rov ided  under any agreement 

o r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  made under  t h e  Hea l t h  I n su rance  

Act 1973 i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of t h o s e  

s e r v i c e s  i n  a S t a t e  o r  T e r r i t o r y  of A u s t r a l i a ;  

( b )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of New Zealand 

( e x c l u d i n g  Niue ) , m e d i c a l ,  h o s p i t a l  and o t h e r  

r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  p rov ided  under P a r t  I1 of  

t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  Act 1964 and a l l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  

o r d e r s  and n o t i c e s  i n  f o r c e  made under t h a t  

P a r t  of t h a t  A c C  and 

( c )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Niue,  medica l  and h o s p i t a l  

s e r v i c e s  provided under  t h e  Niue A c t  1966: 



( a )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the territory of A u s t r a l i a ,  a 

p e r s o n  who i s  an A u s t r a l i a n  r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e s  of t h e  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  Act 1 9 7 3 ;  

and  

( b )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of  New Zea land ,  

a p e r s o n  who i s  o r d i n a r i l y  r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  of New Zealand:  

( 3 )  "evidence of  r e s i d e n c e '  means: 

( a )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of  A u s t r a l i a :  

( i )  a c u r r e n t  A u s t r a l i a n  p a s s p o r t ;  o r  

( i i) a c u r r e n t  Medicare c a r d ;  and 

( b )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of  New Zealand:  

( i )  a c u r r e n t  New Zea land  p a s s p o r t ;  o r  

( ii) any  o t h e r  c u r r e n t  p a s s p o r t  o r  c u r r e n t  

c e r t i f i c a t e  of i d e n t i t y  endorsed  t o  t h e  

e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  h o l d e r  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  

b e  i n  New Zealand i n d e f i n i t e l y ;  o r  

(iii) a c u r r e n t  r e f u g e e  t r a v e l  document g r a n t e d  

by t h e  Government of  New Zealand:  

( 4  ) ' t e r r i t o r y b e a n s :  

( a )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  t he  t e r r i t o r y  of  

A u s t r a l i a ,  e x c l u d i n g  a l l  e x t e r n a l  t e r r i t o r i e s  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  T e r r i t o r i e s  of  Cocos ( K e e l i n g )  

I s l a n d  and  Chr i s tmas  I s l a n d ;  and 



(b) i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  New Zealand.  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of 

New Zealand i nc lud ing  Tokelau  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  s e l f  -governing S t a t e  of  Niue: 

( 5 ) ' t e m p o r a r i l y  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y '  means: 

( a )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of A u s t r a l i a ,  

p r e s e n t  i n  t h a t  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  a p e r i o d  no t  

exceed ing  6 months; and 

( b )  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of New Zealand,  

p r e s e n t  bu t  no t  o r d i n a r i l y  r e s i d e n t  i n  t h a t  

t e r r i t o r y ,  

ARTICLE 2 

(1) This  Agreement a p p l i e s  t o  a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

of one P a r t y  who i s  a b l e  t o  p rov ide  i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  t h a t  r e s i d e n t  evidence  of r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h a t  

t e r r i t o r y  and who i s  t e m p o r a r i l y  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

of t h e  o t h e r  P a r t y ,  

( 2 )  Th i s  Agreement does  not  app ly  t o  a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  of one P a r t y  who e n t e r s  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

of t h e  o t h e r  P a r t y  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose  of  seek ing  

medical  t r e a t m e n t .  

( 3 )  Notwi ths tand ing  paragraph  ( 2 )  o f  t h i s  A r t i c l e ,  where 

a r e s i d e n t  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of  one P a r t y  i s  a  

passenger  on any s h i p ,  o r  i s  a member of t h e  crew 

o r  a  pa s senge r  on an a i r c r a f t  t r a v e l l i n g  t o ,  l e av ing  

from, o r  d i v e r t e d  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of "tse o t h e r  



P a r t y  and t h e  need f o r  medical  t r ea tmen t  a r i s e s  

dur ing  t h e  voyage o r  f l i g h t ,  t h a t  r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

be e n t i t l e d  t o  t h a t  medical  t r e a t m e n t ,  

ARTICLE 3 

A r e s i d e n t  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of one P a r t y ,  be ing  a person 

t o  whom t h i s  Agreement a p p l i e s ,  who needs immediately 

necessary  medical  t r ea tmen t  whi le  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of 

t h e  o t h e r  P a r t y ,  s h a l l  be provided w i t h  such medical  

t rea tment  a s  i s  c l i n i c a l l y  necessary  f o r  t h e  d i a g n o s i s ,  

a l l e v i a t i o n  o r  c a r e  of t h e  cond i t i on  r e q u i r i n g  a t t e n t  i on ,  

on terms no less f avourab l e  than  would app ly  t o  a  r e s i d e n t  

of t h e  l a t t e r  t e r r i t o r y .  

ARTICLE 4 

(1) Nei ther  P a r t y  s h a l l  be l i a b l e  t o  make any payment 

t o  t h e  o t h e r  P a r t y  i n  r e s p e c t  of medical  t rea tment  

provided pursuan t  t o  t h i s  Agreement, 

( 2 )  Any charge f o r  medical  t rea tment  p rov ided ,  pursuant  

t o  t h i s  Agreement, t o  any r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  be  borne 

by t h a t  r e s i d e n t .  

ARTICLE 5 

(1) Each P a r t y  s h a l l  send t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  th rough  d ip lomat ic  



channe l s ,  as soon a s  p o s s i b l e  d e t a i l s  of  any changes 

t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  f o r c e  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  t e r r i -  

t o r i e s  which may s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  n a t u r e  

and scope of s e r v i c e s  p rov ided  pu r suan t  t o  t h i s  

Agreement, 

( 2 )  From t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t h e  P a r t i e s  may amend t h i s  

Agreement i n  w r i t i n g  . 

( 3 ) Matters r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  

of t h i s  Agreement s h a l l  be  r e s o l v e d  by c o n s u l t a t i o n  

between t h e  P a r t i e s ,  

( 4 )  Th i s  Agreement s h a l l  app ly  a l s o  t o  any l e g i s l a t i o n  

which r e p l a c e s ,  amends, supplements ,  o r  c o n s o l i d a t e s  

t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  of a P a r t y  under which medica l  

t r e a tmen t  i s  p rov ided ,  

ARTICLE 6 

(1) This  Agreement s h a l l  come i n t o  f o r c e  on a d a t e  t o  

be ar ranged by an Exchange of  Notes  between t h e  

Par-ties, 

( 2 )  Thi s  Agreement s h a l l  remain i n  f o r c e  u n t i l  t h e  

e x p i r a t i o n  of 1 2  months from t h e  d a t e  on which e i t h e r  

P a r t y  r e c e i v e s  from t h e  o t h e r  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  through 

d ip lomat ic  c h a n n e l s ,  of i t s  i n t e n t  i o n  t o  t e rmina t e  

t h i s  Agreement. 

( 3 )  I n  t h e  even t  t h a t  t h i s  Agreement i s  t e rmina ted  in 

accordance w i t h  pa ragraph  ( 2 )  of t h i s  A r t i c l e  8 t h e  

Agreement s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  have e f f e c t  in relation 



t o  medical  t r e a tmen t  which had been o r  was be ing  

provided p r i o r  t o  o r  a t  t h e  e x p i r y  of t h e  per iod  

r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h a t  paragraph.  

I N  WITNESS WHEREOF t h e  unders igned,  d u l y  a u t h o r i s e d  

thereto, have s igned t h i s  Agreement. 

" c 4  1 
t h i s  ? r b i : /  day of  ~ T ! J ( s ~  I H 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF 

NEW ZEALAND 


