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NEW ZEALAND HIGH COMMISSION 

SUVA FlJl 

7 November 1 9 8 6  

The R t  Hon D r  Tomasi Puapua PC 
Pr ime M i n i s t e r  
Funaf u t  i 
TUVALU 

J 

I have  t h e  honour  t o  r e f e r  t o  r e c e n t  d i s c u s s i o n s  be tween  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  o u r  two Governments c o n c e r n i n g  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t r a v e l  be tween  o u r  two c o u n t r i e s  
and  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a v i s a  ag reemen t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
t e r m s  b e  c o n c l u d e d  be tween  t h e  Government o f  Tuva lu  and  
t h e  Government o f  New Zea land :  

1 Tuva lu  c i t i z e n s  h o l d i n g  v a l i d  Tuva lu  p a s s p o r t s  may 
e n t e r  New Zea land  as t e m p o r a r y  v i s i t o r s  w i t h o u t  o b t a i n i n g  
a v i s a  p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  i n t e n d e d  s t a y  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  t h r e e  
months .  

2  N e w  Zea land  c i t i z e n s  h o l d i n g  v a l i d  New Zea land  p a s s -  
p o r t s  may e n t e r  Tuva lu  as t e m p o r a r y  v i s i t o r s  w i t h o u t  
o b t a i n i n g  a v i s a  p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  i n t e n d e d  s t a y  d o e s  n o t  
e x c e e d  t h r e e  months .  

3 The f o r e g o i r l g  s h a l l  n o t  exempt Tuva lu  o r  N e w  Zea land  
c i t i z e n s  f rom t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  New 
Zea land  o r  Tuva lu  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e g a r d i n g  e n t r y ,  r e s i d e n c e  
( w h e t h e r  t e m p o r a r y  o r  p e r m a n e n t ) ,  and  employment o r  
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n e r s .  P e r s o n s  who are u n a b l e  t o  s a t i s f y  
t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  i m m i g r a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  comply 
w i t h  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  l i a b l e  t o  b e  r e f u s e d  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e n t e r  o r  Land. 

4 These  p r o v i s i o n s  s h a l l  n o t  r es t r ic t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  N e w  Zea land  o r  Tuva lu  f rom d e n y i n g  e n t r y  
i n t o  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  of  a n y  p e r s o n  t h e y  may c o n s i d e r  
u n d e s i r a b l e  o r  f rom t e m p o r a r i l y  s u s p e n d i n g  t h i s  Agreement 
f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  p u b l i c  o r d e r ,  h e a l t h  o r  s e c u r i t y .  
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5 For  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  f o r e g o i n g :  

A The t e r m  ' t e m p o r a r y  v i s i t o r s '  i n  p a r a g r a p h  one  and  
two s h a l l  i n c l u d e  b u s i n e s s  v i s i t o r s  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  
i n c l u d e  p e r s o n s  who e n t e r  N e w  Zea land  o r  Tuvalu w i t h  
t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t a k i n g  up employment o r  o f  e n g a g i n g  
i n  a p r o f e s s i o n  o r  o c c u p a t i o n .  

B The t e r m  " N e w  Z e a l a n d " ,  where u s e d  as a t e r r i t o r i a l  
d e s c r i p t i o n  s h a l l  e x c l u d e  t h e  Cook I s l a n d s ,  Niue 
and  Tokelau .  

6 The Agreement s h a l l  r e m a i n  i n  f o r c e  u n t i l  n i n e t y  
d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  on which  e i t h e r  p a r t y  n o t i f i e s  t h e  
o t h e r  i n  w r i t i n g  of  i t s  d e s i r e  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  Agreement .  

7 I f  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  t e r m s  a r e  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  Govern- 
ment ofaLNalu I have  t h e  honour  t o  p r o p o s e  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  
and  your  r e p l y  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  Agreement 
be tween  o u r  two Governments which  s h a l l  e n t e r  i n t o  f o r c e  
on 1st December 1 9 8 6 .  

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  Pr ime M i n i s t e r ,  t h e  a s s u r a n c e s  o f  my h i g h e s t  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

Yours s i n c e r e l y  

Rod G a t e s  
High Commissioner  



YOUR REFERENCE: 

OUR REFERENCE, 

TUVALU GOVERNMENT 
Office of the Prime Minister 

Vaiaku 

H i s  Excellency M r  Rod Gates 
High Commissioner 
N e w  Zealand High Commission 
SUVA 

Funafuti 

Tuvalu 

oat,: 24 November 1986 

X have t h e  honour t o  refer t o  r ecen t  d i s cus s ions  between r ep re sen t a -  
t i v e s  of ou r  two Government concerning arrangements t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
t r a v e l  between our  two c o u n t r i e s  and t o  your let ter of 7 November 1986, 
i n  which you suggested t h a t  a v i s a  agreement i n  t h e  fo l lowing  terms 
be concluded between t h e  Government of New Zealand and t h e  Government 
of Tuvalu. 

Begins : 

1. Tuvalu c i t i z e n s  holding v a l i d  Tuvalu pas spo r t s  may e n t e r  
N e w  Zealand a s  temporary v i s i t o r s  wi thout  ob t a in ing  a  v i s a  provided 
t h e i r  in tended s t a y  does no t  exceed t h r e e  months. 

2. N e w  Zealand c i t i z e n s  holding N e w  Zealand p a s s p o r t s  may e n t e r  
Tuvalu a s  temporary v i s i t o r s  wi thout  ob t a in ing  a  v i s a  provided t h e i r  
in tended  s t a y  does n o t  exceed t h r e e  months, 

3, The foregoing s h a l l  no t  exempt Tuvalu o r  N e w  Zealand c i t i z e n s  
from t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  requirements  of t h e  N e w  Zealand o r  Tuvalu a u t h o r i t i e s  
regard ing  e n t r y ,  r e s idence  (whether temporary o r  permanent), and 
employment o r  occupat ion of fo r e igne r s ,  Persons who a r e  unable  t o  
s a t i s f y  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  immigration a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  they comply with  
t h e s e  requirements  s h a l l  be Xiable t o  be r e fused  permiss ion to e n t e r  
o r  land. 

4. These p rov i s ions  s h a l l  no t  restrict t h e  app rop r i a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
i n  New Zealand o r  Tuvalu from denying e n t r y  i n t o  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  of 
any person they may cons ide r  undes i r ab l e  o r  from temporar i ly  suspending 
t h i s  Agreement f o r  reasons  of pub l i c  o rde r ,  h e a l t h  o r  s e c u r i t y ,  

5, For t h e  reasons of t h e  foregoing: 

A. The term 'temporary visitors@in paragraph one and 
two s h a l l  i nc lude  bus iness  v i s i t o r s  bu t  s h a l l  n o t  
i nc lude  persons who e n t e r  N e w  Zealand o r  Tuvalu wi th  
i n t e n t i o n  of t ak ing  up employment o r  o f  engaging i n  a 
p ro fe s s ion  o r  occupation. 

B. The term "New Zealand", where used a s  a  t e r r i t o r i a l  
d e s c r i p t i o n  s h a l l  exclude t he  Cook I s l a n d s ,  Niue and 
Tokelau, 



6, The Agreement s h a l l  remain i n  f o r c e  u n t i l  n i n e t y  days a f t e r  
t h e  d a t e  on which e i t h e r  p a r t y  n o t i f i e s  t h e  o t h e r  i n  w r i t i n g  of i ts  
d e s i r e  t o  t e rmina te  t h e  ~ g r e e m e n t .  

7. If the  foregoing terms a r e  accep tab le  t o  t h e  Government of 
Tuvalu I have t h e  honour t o  propose t h a t  t h i s  let ter  and your r e p l y  
t o  t h a t  effect s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  an Agreement between ou r  two Governments 
which s h a l l  e n t e r  i n t o  f o r c e  on 1 ~ e c e m b e r  1986. 

ENDS 

I have t h e  honour t o  confirm t h a t  t h e  foregoing  i s  accep tab le  t o  t h e  
Government o f  Tuvalu which agrees  t h a t  your l e t te r  toge the r  wi th  t h i s  
r e p l y  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  an agreement between our  two Governments on t h i s  
mat ter ,  

c e p t ,  Excel lency,  t h e  assurances  of my h i g h e s t  cons idera t ion .  

$ 

PRIME MINISTER 

TP/S ti: 


