
PROTOCOL 

ON HAMONISATION OF QUARANTINE 

ADMINISTPiRTIVE PROCEDURES 

T O  THE AUST D CLOSER ECONOMIC 

RELATIONS - TRaDE AGREEMENT 

New Zealand and Aus t ra l i a  ( c a l l e d  '"he Member $.tates1'  ) , 

Wishing t'o br ing  within t h e  Closer Economic Relat ionship 

( " CER" ) "ce harmonisation of t h e i r  quarant ine  

admin i s t r a t ive  procedures;  

Noting t h a t  t h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  ob jec t ives  of t h e  

Aust ra l ia  N e w  Zealand Closer Economic Relat ions - Trade 

Agreement ( " t h e  Agreement" ) , done a t  Canberra on 2 8  March 

1983, and with t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  l988 CER Review of 

extending t h e  Agreement t o  those  regula tory  p o l i c i e s  and 

p r a c t i c e s  o ~ ~ t s i d e  t h e  i n i t i a l  provis ions  of t h e  Agreement 

which have a bearing on t r a d e ;  

Endorsing t h e  cont inuat ion  of t h e  po l i cy  of each Member 

S t a t e  t h a t  the  modif icat ion or  removal of quarant ine  

b a r r i e r s  t o  t h e  importation of animals, p l a n t s ,  and t h e i r  

produc,ts, i s  based on t e c h n i c a l  ana lys i s  of t h e  r i s k  of 

d i s e a s e  and p e s t s ;  



Recognisinq t h a t  t h e  sovereignty and independence of t h e  

Member S t a t e s  i n  t h e  quest ion of t echn ica l  quarant ine  

s tandards i s  t o  remain, and t h a t  A r t i c l e  1 8 ( c )  of t h e  

Agreement w i l l  continue t o  apply; 

Committed t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  quarant ine  should not be 

d e l i b e r a t e l y  used as  a  means of c r e a t i n g  a  t e c h n i c a l  

b a r r i e r  t o  t r a d e ,  where t h i s  i s  not s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  

j u s t i f i e d ;  

Recognising t h a t  considerable  progress  has  a l r eady  been 

achieved i n  t h e  harmonisation of admin i s t r a t ive  procedures 

through t h e  e f f o r t s  o f ,  and regular  consu l t a t ions  between, 

quarant ine  a u t h o r i t i e s  of t h e  Member s t a t e s  and convinced 

t h a t  more rapid  progress  towards harmonisation w i l l  br ing 

s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i t s  t o  both Member S t a t e s  under t h e  

Agreement i n  terms of t r a d e  i n  animals, p l a n t s  and t h e i r  

products ;  

Desir ing t o  conclude a  Protocol  t o  t h e  Agreement t o  

provide f o r  f u r t h e r  progress  toward harmonisation of 

quarant ine  admin i s t r a t ive  procedures between t h e  two 

coun t r i e s ;  

Have agreed a s  follows: 

A r t i c l e  1 

The Member S t a t e s  s h a l l  endeavour t o  achieve common 

admin i s t r a t ive  procedures i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  quarant ine  by 

1 J u l y  1990. 



A r t i c l e  2 

Where re levant  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  codes (such a s  those  of 

t h e  Off i c e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  des  Epizoot ies  (oZE) ) and 

s tandards e x i s t  or t h e i r  completion i s  imminent, each 

Member S t a t e  s h a l l  use those  codes and s tandards ,  or t h e  

re levant  p a r t s  of them, a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  quarant ine  and 

r e l a t e d  inspect ion  s tandards  and procedures,  except where 

such i n t e r n a t i o n a l  codes and s tandards  or r e l evan t  p a r t s  

a r e  inappropr ia t e  f o r  t h e  Member S t a t e  concerned because 

of t h e  need t o  provide f o r :  

( a ) .  prevent ion of decept ive  p r a c t i c e s ;  

( b )  p r o t e c t i o n  of human h e a l t h  or  s a f e t y ,  of animal 

o r  p l a n t  l i f e  o r  h e a l t h ,  o r  of t h e  environment; 

( c )  fundamental c l i m a t i c  o r  o the r  geographic f a c t o r s ;  

( d )  fundamental technologica l  problems; o r  

( e )  o ther  s i m i l a r  reasons.  

A r t i c l e  3 

Where a  re levant  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  code or s tandard does 

not e x i s t  o r  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  content  of t h e  quarant ine  or  

inspect ion  procedure or s tandard proposed by a  Member 

S t a t e  i s  not s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  t h e  t echn ica l  

content of t h a t  i n  t h e  r e l evan t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  codes and 

s tandards,  t h e  Member S t a t e  proposing t o  in t roduce  t h e  

standard or  procedure i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  imports s h a l l :  



( a )  inform the o the r  Member S t a t e  of the  details oE 

t h e  new standard or  procedure a t  least 30 days 

be fo re  i t s  in t roduct ion:  and 

( b )  talte i n t o  account any comments made by t h e  o ther  

Member S t a t e  before  introducing t h a t  new 

standard or procedure.  

A r t i c l e  4 

Notwithstanding A r t i c l e s  2 and 3 ,  each Member S t a t e  

s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  apply such r e s t r i c t i o n s  a s  i t  

considers  necessary i n  t h e  case  of emergency and s h a l l :  

(a) n o t i f y  t h e  o ther  Member S t a t e  immediately of t h e  

emergency and t h e  a c t i o n  taken; and 

(b) i f  s o  requested by t h e  o the r  Member S t a t e ,  

undertake consu l t a t ions  with t h a t  S t a t e  

concerning t h e  emergency. 

A r t i c l e  5 

T h e  Member S t a t e s  s h a l l  work towards developing 

specif  i c  arrangements on quarant ine  requirements for p l a n t  

and animal produces s o  a s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e ,  among other  

th ings :  

( a )  harmonisation of t h e i r  quarant ine s tandards  and 

procedures;  

( b )  adopt ion of cornmon inspect ion  s tandards  and 

procedures;  



( c )  d e f i n i t i o n  of inspect ion  s tandards and 

procedures adopted by each Member S t a t e ,  

including condi t ions  f o r  import; and 

( d )  development of improved procedures f o r  

n o t i f i c a t i o n  by the  importing Member S t a t e  t o  

t h e  export ing Member S t a t e  of quarant ine  

r e j e c t i o n s ,  s o  t h a t  remedial a c t i o n  may be taken 

a s  soon a s  poss ib le .  

A r t i c l e  6 

In  order  t o  achieve t h e  ob jec t ives  of t h i s  Protocol ,  

t h e  Member S t a t e s  agree  t o :  

( a )  develop a  c o n s i s t e n t  approach t o  pes t  r i s k  

assessment and quarant ine  requirements f o r  

imports from t h i r d  coun t r i e s ;  

( b )  cont inue regular  interchange of inspec t ion  and 

quarant ine  personnel t o  ensure t h a t  s p e c i f i c  

arrangements f o r  quarant ine  requirements remain 

e f f e c t i v e ;  

( c )  a t t e n d ,  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of t h e  o ther  Member 

S t a t e ,  t e c h n i c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  meetings 

concerning animal and p l a n t  quarant ine;  

( d )  i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  e s t a b l i s h  to le rances  f o r  p e s t s ,  

d i s e a s e s  and weeds which a r e  common t o  both 

Member S t a t e s ;  such to le rances  t o  be c o n s i s t e n t  

with those app l i cab le  t o  t h e i r  domestic 

s tandards ;  



(e) apply any quarantine or related import 

restrictions on the basis of regional rather 

than national distribution of diseases or pests 

in the territory of the exporting Member State, 

where such diseases or pests are distributed 

regionally rather than nationally in the 

territory of the exporting Member State; 

( f )  work towards speedy resolution of the quarantine 

problems hindering trans-Tasman trade in the 

goods listed in the Annex; and 

(g) adopt other appropriate procedures in relation 

to which it is mutually determined that 

harmonisation should take place. 

Article 7 

l. The Member States shall establish a Consultative 

Group which shall: 

(a) co-ordinate the efforts of the existing 

technical committees on animal and plant 

quarantine; 

(b) help resolve outstanding technical differences 

on quarantine and related inspection matters; and 

(c) provide overall impetus and direction for 

quarantine harmonisation between the Member 

States. 



2 .  The Consul tat ive Group s h a l l  comprise t h e  Heads of 

t h e  respons ib le  Departments i n  A u s t r a l i a  and New Zealand, 

or t h e i r  authorised rep resen ta t ives .  U n t i l  t h e  Member 

S t a t e  concerned n o t i f i e s  otherwise t h e  respons ib le  

Department i n  A u s t r a l i a  s h a l l  be t h e  Department of Primary 

Indus t r i e s  and Energy and i n  New Zealand, t h e  Minis try of 

Agr icul ture  and F i s h e r i e s .  

A r t i c l e  8 

L .  Each Member S t a t e  s h a l l  nominate t h e  o f f i c i a l  body 

respons ib le  f o r  t h e  adminis t ra t ion  of t h a t  S t a t e '  S 

quarant ine arrangements a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  respons ib le  f o r  

harmonisation i n  accordance with t h i s  Protocol .  

2 .  Each a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  r epor t  t o  i t s  respons ib le  

Minister by 1 J u l y  1990 on: 

( a )  t h e  a reas  i n  which harmonisation has been 

achieved; 

( b )  t h e  a reas  i n  which harmonisation h a s  not  ye t  

been achieved bu t  i n  which i t  is  intended t h a t  

i t  should t a k e  p lace ,  and t h e  time by which i t  

i s  proposed t h a t  i t  should do so .  

A r t i c l e  9 

The Annex t o  t h i s  Protocol  i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h i s  

Protocol.  



A r t i c l e  10 

This  Protocol s h a l l  e n t e r  i n t o  fo rce  on  s igna tu re .  

DONE i n  d u p l i c a t e  a t  C ~ L t w 4  on t h e  e:q*tb% day  of 
U 

One thousand n ine  hundred and eighty-eight .  

FOR NEW ZEALA FOR AUSTRALIA 



ANNEX 

A p p l e s  

B e r r y f  r u i  t 

C u c u r b i t s  ( c u c u m b e r s ,  s q u a s h ,  z u c c h i n i s )  

G r a p e s  

N u r s e r y  s t o c k  

P i g m e a t  

P o u l t r y  h a t c h i n g - e g g s  

P o u l t r y m e a t  

F r o z e n  a n d  c h i l l e d  s a l m o n  

T o m a t o e s  


