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METEOROLOGICAL observatiS,}!S at Kelburn, Wellington, for the. month of October, 1939. 
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1 .. .. .. io20;7 53·5 50·2 78 57·7 46·2 42·8 NNE 5 148 
2 .. .. .. 1031·8 53·2 48·2 67 56·8 46·2 41·7 SE 3 198 
3 .. .. .. 1032·8 56·8 51·2 66 59·0 41·3 32·1 SSE 2 110 
4 .. .. .. 1032,0 55·1 49·7 65 65·0 39·5 35·1 ENE l 1~ 
5 .. .. .. 1030·1 58·6 53·9. • 67 62·1 45·6 38·6 NNE 2 94 
6 .. .. .. 1027·6 57·2 50·6 60 63·7 44·8 38·4 ESE 1 122 
7 .. .. .. 1021·0 54·8 49·2 65 63·7 46·5 38·6 NE 1 74 
8 .. .. .. 1011·7 62·8 55·0 58 66'3 . 51·7 49·0 NNW 4 133 
9 .. .. .. 1012·4 60·8 56·6 76 62·5 51·3 48·9 NW 2 193 

10 .. .. .. 1014·6 56·0 53·0 81 .fi6·8 47·1 46·0 NE 2 131 
11 .. .. .. 1011'4 54·9 49·8 68 60·1 49·2 .46·4 NNW 3 146 
12 .. .. .. 10ll·4 48·9 48:5 

' 
97 52·3 48·0 47·7 SSE 3 191 

13 .. .. .. 1015:6 47·2 45·3 86 51·1 43·6 43·5 SSE 5 277 
14 .. .. .. 1015·5 46·8 44·7 ·,84 51·0 41·3 40·3 SSE 5 266 
15 .. .. .. 1017,0 49·2 45·6 74 58·8 44·4 42·1 SSE 2 186 
16 .. .. .. 1016·0 58·8 52·5 63 60·0 48·4 44·2 NNW 3 116 
17 .. .. .. 1004·5 56·8 55·4 91 59·8 49·4 48·3 NNW 7 305 
18 .. .. .. .. ·1002-1 55·6 50·2 45 58·3 49·7 47·1 :is-w 6 461 
19 .. .. .. 1009·4 58·3 51·6 60 65·8 44·8 36·8 Calm .. 237 
20 .. .. .. 1010·0 57·6 50·3 57 61·2 46•7 41•4 NNE 3 111 
21 .. .. .. 1017·8 48·0- 43·8 63 53·1 43·2 42·3 s 4 275 
22 .. .. . . 1017·4 51·4 46·3 71 56·8 39·9 30·0 SSE 3 125 
23 .. .. . . 1019·2 56·1 50·1 63 61·1 39·4 31·5 N 2 114 
24 .. .. ... 1017'.5 56·4 ,51·3, 68. 61·0 48·2 44·0 N 3 159 
25 .. .. .. 1013·2 55·8 54·0 88 58·8 52·4 50·4 NW 6 358 
26 .. .. .. ·1000-2 51'2 50°7 97 58·6 50·2 51·2 NW 4 379 
27 .. .. .. 1015.·3 45·0 42·8 82 55·4 39·8 39·7 w 2 133 
28 .. .. .. 1017·6 50·8 46·9 73 55·3 44·2 41·2 SSE 4 235 
29 .. .. .. · 1016·2 51·9 47·4 70 58·0 45·9 44·5 SSE 2 111 
30 .. .. .. 1003·9 45·2 43·0 81 51·6 41·1 40·0 SSW 7 267 
31 .. .. .. 1013·3 47·6 45·4 85 56·8 41·3 40·1 s 4. 544 

Means, &c ... .. 1016·4 53·7 4~-4 72 59·0 45·5 42·1 .. 3·2 204· 
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.. 11·2 b 

.. 10·9 bz 

.. 11·5' bz 

. . 8·2 bz 

.. 8·7 bz 
3 1·7 oz 

22 4·1 0 

.. 7·5 C 

.. 8·8 CZ 

Trace 6·3 0 

29 O·O od 
21 3·7 oir 
4 3·4 op 

. . 7·1 C 

45 6·2 C 

. . 7.9 oq 

. . 11·1 bq 

.. 9·3 0 

4 9·6 b 
.. 2·5 ojp 
.. 11·1 0 

.. 12·2 b 

. . 4·9 0 

18 2·9 oq 
59 0·8 or 

Trace 1·8 or 
2 7·7 ·o 
4 4·1 0 

69 6·3 oq 
Trace 8·7 op 

280 209·4 .. 

Mean earth tempera.tliJ:e at 1 ft., 55·7°; · and at 3 ft., 54·0°. Number of rain days, 12. Total rainfall, 20 per 
cent. below normal. Sunslline, .51 pel' cent. of the possible. Mean dew-point at 9 a.m., 44·7°; mean vapour pre~sure, 
0•295 in. • I 

.D:IBECTION OF WIND. 
1,; 

Gale (force Forces N.·, N.E. E. S.E. s. s.w. w. N.W. c~ 
8ormore). 4 to 7. 

12 5½ '4 1 .5½ 6½ ½ 1 6 1 

NoTE.-The month was uneventful until the '30th, when a so~therly gale freshened towards evening and blew. 'ltjt.h. 
much violence until the early hours of the 31st. · It was accompanied by heavy rain, hail, and heavy seas. Snow fell 
on the Tararuas on the 26th i;md 30tlL . 

:(jrOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR OCTOBER, 1939. 

GeneraZ.-On the. wh_ole. October has been a plea~ant and sunny month. It has been rather cool, however, 
especially at night, illid much ·drier than usual, b~t: (ottll}lAtely with the absence of drying winds. Conditions have 
favoured grass growth, but pastures are still rather backward. The lambing season hn-s been satisfactory and the 
Weather, except for the. ga\e at the end of ·the . month, has enabled a good start to he made with shearing. Cattle 
are healthy with an increasing milk yield, which has not .yet reached the rate of production of last year. Crops and 
cultivation a.re well ahead, and orchards a.re making good progress; 

RainfaU.-The earlier part of the month was very dry, particularly in the south, but afterwards most districts had 
beneficial falls. Except in some northern and eastern areas of the Auckland Province, rainfall totals -have been below 
average, and indeed below 50 per eent; .. of the average o'Ver almost half the country. The rains have barely sufficed 
for present requirements, so that there. is a need in most farming districts for early warm rains. 

TemperatureB.-On the average, mean temperatures have been about a degree below the normal. for October. The 
greatest d@partures have occurred in eastern districts where sea breezes have helped to keep the temperatures down. 
Nights have been cool: generally and frosts have been fairly frequent, some of the sharpest following the cold south, 
westerly at .the close of the month. The hail accompanying this wind was severest in Ha.wke's Bay where, however, 
the damage to fruit c,rops was fairly localized. . 

Sunskine.~Sunshine averages were well exceeded in Otago, Southland, and in most western districts, while some 
slight deficits were recorded at several stations on the east coast. 

Tkunderstorm.-A severe thunderstorm, accompanied by heavy rain and hail, affected the Hawke's Bay Province on 
the 12th. ]fortunately the _worst. hail showers did not· extend to a very wide area of orchards. 

On the same day a small torn.ado was reported at Thornton, near Whakatane. 
PretJBUre Systems,-For the first week anticyclonic conditions prevailed, the weather being fine and mild, but an 

almost stationary disturbance in the far north brought cloudy weather to the Auckland Peninsula and, finally, stormy 
easterly wind and rain to the entire province. During the 7th a rapidly moving depression came a.cross the South 
Tasman Sea and resulted in a southerly change on the 8th and 9th. At this time rain was fairly general, with some 
good falls on the east coast. As shallow depressions passed between the 11th and 13th, the weather remained rather 

·unsettled and central provinces had heavy rain and some thunderstorms, the rain' extending later to the north. 
Thereafter, there was a general fine spell, but a more extensive disturbance, with one of its centres to the south, 
caused freshening northerlies with rain in Westland and the far south and later generally, except in Canterbury and 
Marlborough. Then the northern centre crossed. the North Island and brought heavy rain to the Auckland Province. 
By the 19th the situation was of the westerly type but the depressions associated with it were not very active, and 
only moderate falls were experien~ in the west. 


