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Government MeteorowgicaZ Ob8ervatory. 

1\PTEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of February, 1939. 
1l'.J. 9 a.m. 

Observations taken at 

Date. 

Altitude. of Observatory, 415 ft. 

Temperature (0 F.) from ObservaUons at 9 a.m. Wind. 

In Screen. 

At 911.m. 
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1 .. .. .. 29·768 65·7 60·8 74 66·9 60·4 55·6 SE 3 47 
2 .. .. .. 30·004 57·9 57·8 99 7(J'4 55·2 55·6 S 3 '160 
3 .. .. .. 29·975 70·4 64'0 68 71·6 56·0 49·6 NNE 3 91 
4 .. .. .. 29·886 62·7 57·8 73 67·2 59'4 58·1 N 2 ).90 
IS .. .. .. 29·895 58·2 57·4 95 70·1 54·2 51·4 S 4 159 
6 .. .. .. 29·668 61·0 58·9 88 64·1 53·4 46·9 SSE 2 223 
7 .. .. .. 29·913 46·2 45·9 98 60·3 46·2 46·0 SSE 2 148 
8 .. .. .. 30·060 60·3 51·5 50 66·0 44·4 39·2 NW 2 100 
9 .. .. .. 30'025 66·0 60·3 70 70·9 54·5 50·9 N 5 214 

10 .. .. .. 30·140 62·0 60·8 93 65·1 57·7 55·9 NW 2 144 
11 .. .. .. 29·945 65·1 61·5 80 71·5 57·5 56·4 NW 4 253 
12 .. .. .. 30'037 60·0 53·8 64 66·5 46·1 39·3 NE 2 163 
13 .. .. .. 29·691 66·5 55·2 44 70·0 48·2 43·2 NW 3 ·149 
14 .. .. .. 29·889 60·7 53·3 59 64·9 47·2 39'·7 NW 3 144 
15 .. .. .. 29·676 53·6 49·1 70 62·6 53·0 52·2 SE '5 425 
16 .. .. .. 29·768 62·6 55·4 61 69·6 46·0 40·0 NW 4 162 
17. .. . .. .. 30'034 58·6 54'5 75 65·2 54·3 49·3 N 3 130 
18 .. .. .. 29·756 59·1 56'0 81 61·8 55·3 53·8 NW 8 340 
19 .. .. .. 29·632 61·8 56·8 72 69·0 56·6 54·7 SSE 4 572 
20 .. .. .. 29·786 61·7 56·9 72 65·7 54·2 51·3 NW 5 242 
21 .. .. .. 29·892 64·8 56'0 54 71·1 50·0 41·1 N ·"4 240 
22 .. .. .. 30·223 58·9 52·9 64 63·8 50·3 43·8 SSE 3 134 
23 .. .. .. 30·214 60'7 55·3 69 65·5 51·0 44·1 NE 3 78 
24 .. .. .. 30·267 63·3 58·0 71 70·0 54·3 51·2 N ,2 184 
25 .. .. .. 30·181 . 67·5 61·0 67 72·8 55·6 54·6 NW 3 200 
26 .. .. .. 30·187 64·7 60·6 78 73·8 53·4 44·0 NW 2 56 
27 .. .. .. 30·294 59·7 57·5 87 68·5 55·5 52·2 ·NW 4 191 
28 .. .. .. 30·258 61·4 58·4 82 73·2 52·0 47·5 Calm .. 126 
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Means, &c. .. 29·967 61'·5 56·8 73 67·8 52·9 48·5 .. 3·2 188 68 208·3 
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A correction of + 0'007 m. sbould be applied to all the Wellington pressure values from 17th February,,1928, to 31st January, 1939: 

Mean earth temperature at 1 ft.; 64.70 ; and at 3 ft., 63.10 • Number of rain days;7 .. Total rainfall, 75· per cent. below 
normal, being the driest February since 1908. Sunshine, 54 per oent. of the possible.' Mean dew-point at 9 a.m., 52·80.;: mean 
vapour pressure, 0'399 in. 

DmEOTION OF Wnm. 
Gale (force ForcElii 
8 or more). 4to 7. N. N.E. E. S.E. S; S.W. W. N.W. Calm .. 

1 9 5t 2t 4 4 11 1 
NOTE.-North·west gales were experienced on the night of 14th-15th and on the 18th. 

and air services were disorganized. Light hail fell on the 7th. . 
The latter was'v.ery boi~tero~ 

NO'l'ES ON THE WEATHER FOR FEBRUARY, 1939. ,. 
GeneraZ.-During. the first week of February there were widespread rains with some heavy falls in the northern half of'the 

North Island but, thereafter, until the end of the month, except.in the far south, extremely dry conditions prevailed. Numbers 
of places, indeed, had no rain at all during this period. The drought was accentl}ated by the effects of the strong winds which 
occurred on several occasions. Warm weather was experienced for a few days at both the beginning and the end of the month, 
but the remainder was very cold for the time of year. The growth of grass has now oeased .almost everywhere and.in some 
districts feed is beginning to be short. Stock are feeling the pinch in a few areas, especially where. drinking, water is scarce, 
but, generally, are still in good condition. The milk yield is declining rather rapidly. Turnip, rape, and other small crops 
have suffered very severely in much of the South Island. Many wheat crops in Canterbury also are turning out light. , Stone
fruits have done well.' White butterflies are seen averywhere, but seldom in great numbers. Most other 'pests are. less 
prevalent than usual. Some damage has been done by bush fires and considerable anxiety is felt regarding the danger fro.m 
them. . ,. . 

RainfaU.-The only part of tile Dominion which recorded more than the average rainfall. for February was the southern 
portion of the South. Island. Generally, .the South Island fared relatively better than the ,North, but, except in the .. al'''a 
mentioned, the month was everywhere exceptionally dry. A large proportion of the country received less than 20 per ceJ,lt. 
of the average. Nelson, Taupo, and a few other places had only 2 per cent. In Stewart Island, on the other hand, more than 
twice the normal for February was experienced. . 

Temperaflures.-The warm spell in the last week brought up the average temperatur.es considerably but they were still 
below normal at most places. It was particularly cold on the west coast. Dnringthe second and third weeks cold weather 
was almost continuous. In the interior, especially of the South Island, where there was more sunshine than on the' coast, 
warmer conditions prevailed and at numbers of places the mean temperature was above normal. . 

Sunshine.-Most districts had' considerably above the average bright sunshine, Rotorua, Tauranga, Timaru, and Queens
town, for example, having over 40 hours more. Most of the west coast, however, had less, and at Hokitika the deficit was 
57 hours. Queenstown had 260'7, Nelson 250·3, Tauranga 246·2, Alexandra 246'0, and Napier 245·9 hours. . 

Pressure System8.-At the beginning of the month a depression was located off East Cape and some heavy rains fell north 
of Hawke's Bay. Again, from the 4th to the 6th, a depression with a good northward extension crossed the Dominion causing 
widespread rain. There were some heavy falls in the Auckland Province in association with a centre of low pressure which 
crossed the Auckland Peninsula. The precipitation accompanying these two storms was very valuable to northern districts 
in view of the drought which followed. On the 5th to' 6th there was some snow on the ranges of the South ·Island. . 

Except for slight disturbances affecting the southern portion of the South Island, fine and settled weather prevailed from 
the 7th to the 13th. Between the 14th and 16th a rather deep westerly depression passed in the south and was responsible 
for north-wes.terly, followed by south.westerly gales. From the 18th to the 19.th a much deeper depression of the same :type 
passed, barometers falling below 29 inches in the far south. The gales on this occasion, particularly the north-westerly, were 
very boisterous and considerable damage was done from Taranaki and Hawke's Bay southward. Except on the west coast 
and in far southern parts of the South Island, the storm produced little rain. . 

During the remainder of the month particularly settled weather prevailed with very little rain anyWhere. 
Fogs were unusually numerous and widespread throughout the month. 

EDWARD KIDSON, Director. 
E 


