
APRIL 27.] THE NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE. 1225 

Government Meteorological Observatory. 

METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of March, 1939. Observations taken at 
9 a.m. 
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KOTE.-Pl'essurn was remarkably high during the month. 

Mean earth temperature at I ft., 63·4°; and at 3 ft., 62-8°. Number of rain days, 6. Total rainfall, 67 per cent. below 
normal. Simshine, 51 per cent. of the possible. Mean dewpoint at 9 a.m., 53·5°; mean vapour pressure, 0·410 in. 
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General.-March was a mild month with little wind and about the average amount of sunshine. Droughty conditiqns 
prevailed throughont the greater part of the month in most districts. Owing to the preceding two months having bee'iJlry, 
conditions are now serious. In many places there is a shortage of water and, except in a few areas, pastures have been. dep)yJied 
and little growth is taking place. Small crops have done very poorly and in many cases autnmn sowings have been impos~j_gle. 
The problem of winter feed for stock is causing grave anxiety, especially since even if rain comes soon it will, in m~ny c~1313s, 
be too late for much growth to be produced. Though they are beginning to feel the pinch, the condition of stock is n_ot generally 
had; lambs arc, in many cases, still doing well. The milk yield has decl'ned seriously. The drought appe,ars ,to be most 
acute in the Auckland, )farlborough, and Nelson Provinces. Parts of Canterbur.i,, Otago, and Southland, and 'the higb levels 
in the North Island, have not fared badly. White butterflies have become rather plentiful, but conditions have been unfavour
able for most pests. 

Rainfall.-According to present reports, rainfall was well below average in all districts. Probably in no previous moµj,h 
has the shortage of rainfall been so universal. The North Island received approximately only a quarter of the average fall. 
Numbers of places reported the driest March on record, and at Kaipara Heads there was no rain at all. Parts of the South 
T,1ranaki Bight area fared better than the rcmttinder of the North Island. South of Nelson and Marlborough the rain shortage 
ranged, generally, between 20 and 50 per cent. 

Temperatures.-Temperntures were everywhere above normal. The departures were not large, the average being under 
l½ degrees. Conditions were very uniform and there was an absence of extreme t,emperatures. There were few f1osts, and 
such as occurred were light. 

Sunsh£ne.-The distribution of sunshine was rather variable, some places having considerably more and some considerably 
less than normal. On the whole it was a fairly average month. Nelson had 244·6, Napier 235·4, and Blenheim 227·8 hours. 

Storm Systems.-The month was characterized by almost continuous high pressures and anticyclonic conditions. In 
only a very few years previously ha,s the average pressure for March been so high. Disturbances which were quite vigorous 
over Australia or the Tasman Sea became in every case very feeble before reaching New Zealand. When fronts cn;,ssed the 
Dominion they were generally oriented in an approximately we-,t to east direction, which is the least favourable for rain. 
Southerly wind changes swept northward over the country on Severa.I occasions without producing rains of any consequence. 
Fogs were again rather numerous. 

Tl1e only depression to produce very widespread rain was one which began as a small but deep cyclone on tne south coast 
of Queensland on the, 6th. After moving on to the Central Tasman Sea by the 8th it gradually filled up but by the 12th it 
had produced general rain. Tho amount recorded was surprising and mDst of it far in advance of the centre of the depression. 
There were many heavy falls south of Nelson and Marlborough in the Sonth Island, and in ,vellington,_ also, there were some 
good totals. Elsewhere they were mainly light. T,wse rains came at a critical period and, for the time heing, the dronght 
appeared to be broken. · 
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