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METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for· the Month of October, 1940. Observations ta.ken 
at 9a.m. 
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Date. 

Means, &o ••• 

1003·3 
1009·8 
1022·5 
1023·8 
1020·8 
1019•i 
I011·4 
1009·3 
1014·3 
1005·5 
1012·6 
1023·1 
1012·4 
1020·1 
1015·6 
1014·9 
1014,-2 
1009·0 
1013·7 
·1023.7 
1027·4 
1029·6 
1023•5 
1010·5 
1007·0 
1020·3 
1015·3 
1000·3 
1002·0 
1015·3 
1014·8 

Altitude of Observatory, 415 ft. 

Temperature (° F.) from Observattona at 9 a.m. 

In SoreeJl, 

At9a.m. 

50·9 50·3 
48·6 44·9 
52·2 48·0 
52·8 48·6 
48·7 45·2 
51·1 48·2 
53·8 ·49.4 
49·2 48·7 
47·0· 41·8 
48·8 45.4 
54·2 49·9 
54·5 48·7 
57·3 52·0 
48·6 43·8 
52;5- 51 ·7 
56·0 54·5 
57·6 55·6 
55·4 54·9 
57·8 48·2 

-i;s·-2 5T;o 
57.9 53·0 
58·7- 54·2 
56·4 50·9 
55·3 53,9 
57•1 48·0 
54·0 50·0 
53·5 48·6 
56·0. 55·8 
55·0 49·4 
53·9 50·3 
59·4 52·6 

96 
74 
72 
72 
74 
80 
71 
97 
61 
75 
72 
63 
67 
65 
94 
90 
88 
96 
44 
57 
71 
73 
66 
91 
46 
74 
67 
98 
65 
75 
60 

52·1 
52°2 
57·9 
54;g 
53·2 
58•4 
60·3 
49·5 
50·0 
58:4 
62,i 
57·2 
61•5 
56·2 
57·4 
58·6 
60·4 
57·8 
Ji0·.3 .. 
64·6 
61·1 
63·1 
61·1 
57•8 
59·3 
58·1 
57•9 
59·0 
58·0 
60•0 
62·4 

44·6 
43·3 
40·1 
46·3 
41·8 
39·7 
47·9 
46·7 
39·6 
37·0 
42-ii' 
41·3 
50·0 
·41.5 
43•4 
51·2 
53·9 
54·1 
_4,2,1 
45·1 
46·5 
45·1 
50·7 
51·9 
50·0 
39·0 
49·0 
-50·0 
48·2 
42,0 
46·0 

44·5 
41·.6 
32·8 
41·5 
38·8 
33·0 
45·1 
43·1 
37·4 
30·0 
36·6 
.32·2 4n 
40·6 
37.9 · 
52·3 
52·1 
53·2 
3'7·0 
34·3 
41·7 
36·6 
47·7 
49·8 
46·2 
33·0 
46·6 
45·9 
45.5 
38·1 
39·8 

1015·0 53·9 49·9 74 58·1 45·5 41·4 

-·w1ru1: 

Beaufort 
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Calm 
SSE 6 

N 1 
SE 4 

SSE 4 
NW 3 
N 4 

SSE 4 
SE 5 
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ENE ··1 
N 2 

'NW .6 
SE 1 
N · -4 

NW 5 
NW 7 
NW 7 

... NW. _2 
SE 1 

NNW 3 
NW 3 

~~ 
NW 4 
N 4 

NW 5 
NNW 6 
NW 5 
N 4 
E. 2-

3·8 

Anemo
meter. 

175 
401 
160 
121 
173 
126 
258 

73 
365 
148 
129 
132 
210 

59 
1 
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139 
49 

1 

14 

O·O 
5·8 
nh 
3·4 
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10·2 
10·3 
O·O 
4.7 
8·4 

199 Trace 
-142 3-
259 

11·4 
6·2 
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O·O 
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467 Trace 
535 47 
183 fa7 . ··· .. 12·3· 

9·4 
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Tra\ie .. 6·!! 

108 
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259 
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. 581 
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193 
130 
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12·4 
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: :Mean ElB,rth temperature a.t 1 ft., 55·2°; a,;_d a.t 3 ft., 53·8°. Number of rain da.ys, 14. Total r~infall, 19 per ce11t· 
above normal. Sunshine, 50 per cent. of the possible; four da.ys without any bright sunshine recorded. Mea.n dew
P!?int at .9 a.m., 45·7°·; mean vapour pressure, 0:306.in. 

DmEOTION .OF W!Nl>. 

Gile (force Foroe11 N. N.E. E. s.~. s. s.w. w. N.W. Ca.Im. 
Sor more). 4 to 7, 

19 8 t li 5! It ., 13 .1 
NoTE.-Two strong north-westerly gales were ex:perienQed, that of the 24th reaching force 9 on the Beaufort 

Soale, It. wa.s a·.very boisterous a.nd stormy da.y, and in the afternoon a. gust of 77 miles per hour was recorded·_ at 
Kelburn. On the night of the 27th another strong north-west gale blew up··and at 11.50 p.m. a gust of 72 miles 
per hour was recorded. Light ha.ii wa.s experienced on the. 9th. 

NOTES ON THE WEA~ FOR OCTOBER. 
· General Notes,-There wa.s much· more. wind durmg this October than in the month~ immediately preceding, 

although the windiness was not unusual for the season. '))he gales blowing on the 27th and the 28th were strong 
over a wide area, causing extensive damage to trees, telegraph poles, and_ nµmerous ~mall buildings, besides shiftmg 
the dry top-soi)from farm lands in the South Island. Wind.y conditions ha.ve. produced some yellowing in Ca.ilterbury 
wheat crops and have be.en detrimental to orchards. The: weather went throµgh a variety of rapid changes, but, 
generally · speaking, the month wa.s sunny and rather cool, satisfactory· growth. being m&intained although some. of the 
rainfall was too intense. to give the maximum . benefit to the ground. · - - . . · 

Rainfall did not depart greatly from normal over most of the country. The outstanding deviations were in ea.stern 
districts south of Christchurch and in the far south, where rainfall was extremely light and where dry north-westerlies 
have further accentuated the deficiency. Totals were in excess in· the west and about the high country of the South 
Island. In the_ north the distribution was erratic but the surpluses were uonfined chiefly to the .Waika..to, l!irorthern · 
Th;,,anaki, · and the region from Ha.wke's Bay to East Ca.pe. Severe. thunderstorms over the northern portions of the 
North Island interrupted power and telephone services on the 1st. Noteworthy were. the hea.vy ra.ins in the ·southern 
ra11ges which .cullllinated in serious floodi1lg in Westland qn the 18th and again in Southland on the 28th, when 
sqve~al main roa,dways. became impassable. 

- TemperatureB were a little below normal except in the 'dry area south of Christchurch where several warm days 
resulted from. fohn winds (or "north-westers "). Throughout the month there were several moderate frosts which 
cb,Eicl,:ed, .and in some _cases damaged, tender vegetable .crops. · · 

Sunshine.-Most stations received the average amount of sunshine or more. · Auckland and Timaru had excesses of 
a.bout 50 hours, but Napier had the highest total corresponding to an average of 8 hours daily throughout t-he month. 

'Weather eequence.-For the first two days, as a cyclonic disturbance crossed over the North Island, strong southerlies 
prevailed and considerable rain fell, but conditions improved, with rising pressures in. the south. On the 4th an old 
disturbance beoa.me more active in the north and caused strong south-easterly winds with some ra.in in the far north. 

An. aniioyclon~ was over the North Tasman Sea and New Zealand on the 6t-h, but a.a a disturbance advanced over 
the country durmg the 7th to 9th north-westerly winds were replaced by fresh southerlies, accompanied by snow on 
the ranges. Most districts received some precipitation durmg this period, very hea.vy rain being experienced in the 
East Ca.pe region. 

From the 10th to the 19th the westerly type of situation persisted, winds varying between north-west and south
west and fluctuating considerably in force. Remarkably little rain fell with the earlier disturbances in the series but 
the weather became increasingly dull until the 16th and 17th when very hea.vy rain fell in and west of the Southern 
Alps, so tha.t the west coost rivers we.re in heavy flood while the Canterbury rivers were running well above their 
normal level At the sa.me time there were a number of north-westerly or westerly gales, and central districts also 
~oed some of the. heavy rain on the 18th. 


