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Government Meteorological Observatory.

} FETEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of August, 1940. Observations taken at

iVE 9'am.
: Altitude of Obseérvatory, 415 ft.
| ®E Temperature (° F.) from Observations at 0 a:m. Wind. g 1 s
&2 ~ é g
23 In Screen. § | Beator | avems- £3 | . 3
g,a 8 Scale. | meter. | S | 2 2
Date. g , Maxi. | Min-| & ~ | 54| €
=l At9am. - | Mi g8 3 & a8 | =
R mum. | mum., . L I B4
g5 g | 8 g% | 98 | O8 | 54
532 wet, [umia 13 lg a8 B8 3
S . .| 3 . . g [ & ;
E7C | Do | Wen M P Do | 1 LB BR ) ER RS E
1 1030-2 | 49-4 | 46-5 | 78 | 50-3 | 46-8 | 42-9 | SSW | 4| 179 |Trace| 0-0| ‘ojp
2 1032-9 | 48-3 | 46.9 | 89 | 51.5|46-1 | 45-3 [SSE | 4| 356 | .. | 0.0 od
3 1032-4 | 46-9 | 44.6 | 83 |54.8 405|314 E | 1| 72 | .. | 91| bz
4 1034-8 | 46-9 | 44-7 83 |50-1|38-1|26-8| SE 1 54 .. 8-4 bez
5 1034-9 | 45-0 | 40-6 | 65 | 52-0 | 35-0 | 26-2 N 1 76 e 9-2 bjf
6 1026-7 | 47-5 | 45-9 | 88 [50-5|37-9|285| N | 3| 71 | 2| 15 o
7 1021-5 | 50-0 | 47-7 | 83 | 54.5 | 44-9 | 44-2 |NNE| 4| 272 |Trace| 3-5 o
8 1018-4 | 47-7 | 46-0 | 87 | 49-1 | 44-2 | 37-1 | Calm 75 17 | 0-0| oum
9 1016-7 | 47-9 | 47-5 | 97 | 50-3 | 45.7 384 | SSE | 3| 61 12| 00 o
10 1025-2 | 46-1 | 45-7 | 97 |53.0 | 45-3 | 45-2| S | 5| 258 47| 00| oir
11 1024-5 | 53-0 | 50-2 | 81 |58-3|44-8|43-6 | ESE | 3| 259 1{ 70 ¢
12 1019-2 | 52-0 | 50-9 | 92 |57-3 | 487 |41-2| SE | 3| 115 2| 03| ojp
13 1013-0 | 536 | 50-4 | 79 |59-4 | 506 | 47-3 | ESE | 1| 122 | .. | 54 o
14 1002-4 | 50-7 | 49-9 | 94 | 53.9 | 44-0 | 35-2 |[NNW| 4| 97 30| 1.2 o
15 1005-5 | 44-7 | 42-5 | 82 | 49-5| 43-0 | 42.3 | SSW | 5| 226 20| 00| or
16 . 1006-6 | 49-5 | 45-4 | 71 |55-5|42-4 (39-3| SE | 1| 302 90| b
17 1008-7 | 47-7 | 43-8 | 71 | 48-7|42.2 (35-2 | SSE | 3| 209 70 1-1 o
18 1016-2 | 45-4 | 40-7 | 63 | 49-7 | 38-8'| 35:5 | SSE | 4 | 124 61 o
19 1015-6 | 49-7 | 45-7 | 72 [57-3 |39-3(30:6| N | 1| 139 87| o
20 1017-7 | 47-1 | 45-1 | 85 | 54-1 |37-8|28-4 | NNE| 3| 6l 68| o
21 1017-4 | 52-7 | 49-4 | 78 | 58.0 | 43-6 |32:3| N | 2| 81 96| b
22 1013-8 | 51-1 | 46-0 | 65 | 60-0 | 46-5 [ 36.5 |WNW| 4| 199 | .. | 3-4| oq
23 1009-6 | 50-2 | 47-9 | 84 |56-7 |47-3|37-9 |WNW| 5| 274 | 119| 0-0| oq
24 1022-7 | 47-8 | 42-8 | 63 | 53.6 | 40-0 | 38-4 | SE | 2| 189 | .. | 97| e
25 1025-2 | 50-2 | 46-5 | 74 | 54-9 | 39-7 | 36-3 | NW 5 118 7-9 o
26 1023-0 | 53-3 | 49:8 | 77 |54.0 | 46.8 | 44-7 | NW | 5| 325 65| ocq
27 1016-7 | 51-6 | 47-6 | 73 | 56-2 | 47-8 | 46-2°| NW | 6 | 462 48| 22| oq
28 1020-7 | 50-6 | 50-5 | 99 | 53-7 | 49-8 | 49:6' | NW | 5| 391 6| 07| oid
29 1022-9 | 51-9 | 49-3'| 82 | 61.4 | 48-4 | 46-2 [NNW| 2| 137 3| 23| oir
30 .. .. .. |1025-9 | 49-2 | 47-5 | 87 |52-3|46-6 | 45-1 | SSE | 3| 102 4] 00| o
31 L . .. | 1019-2 [ 50-0 | 48-7 | 91 | 543 | 44-4 | 44-1 | Calm 145 18| 00| oir
Means, &c. . ..7| 1020-0 | 49-3'| 46-7 | 81 | 54-0 | 438 | 38-8 3| 179 | 336 [119:6

‘" Mean éarth temiperature at 1 ft., 47-4°; and at 3 ft., 48-:0°. Number of rain days, 15. Total rainfall,(lti per cent. below
normal. Sunshine, 37 per cent. of the possible; nine days without any bright sunshine recorded. Mean dew-point at
9 a.m., 43-7° ; mean vapour pressure, 0-284 in. :
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Nore.—Fog occurred on the afternoon and evening of the 8th. Four frosts were experienced, but none was severe. Fresh
snow fell ‘on the Orongorongos on the 23rd-24th, and the Tararuas received a-fresh coating on the same day, but by the end

of the month it had almost disappeared.
Notes oN THE WEATHER FOR AUGUST, 1940.

General Notes.—The morth of August completes a remarkably good winter during which there was unusually little storm
activity. The month was on the mild side and, for the most of New Zealand, a dry one, but north-easterly winds and weather
have given some steady soaking rains in eastern regions of the North Island. Conditions have been ideal for calving and
lambing, which have been proceeding with the minimum of trouble. Agricultural work is well up to schedule, while the feed
situation is most satisfactory with good spring growth in almost all districts. As in the previous month domestic-water
shortage has beer giving concern in Southland, and the persistent dry conditions in the south-east of the South Island will
become harmful if they continue much longer.

Rainfall—Over the greater part of the country there was a deficit, but a surplus was recorded in eastern sections of the
North,_ Island from the Coromandel Peninsula southwards, with the totals in the Gisborne — East Cape area in considerable
excess.. . Districts where the rainfall failed to reach half the normal include some western portions of the Auckland Peninsula,
Northern, Taranaki, and the Manawatu in the North Island, as well as Marlborough and most of the country between
Ashburton and Balclutha in the South.

Temperatures were fairly uniform throughout the month and mean values showed departures generally of the order of
1° or 2° above normal. As in July much less snow is lying on the ranges than is usual at this season. Frosts were fairly
frequent, particularly in the first half of the month, but they were not severe.

Sunshine.—The duration of bright sunshine registered was well below average in Nelson and Marlborough as well as in
the southern and eastern portions of the North Island. On the other hand, Auckland and Dunedin had a substantial excess
above the normal amount. )

Weather Sequence.—Conditions at first were rather unsettled in central districts, but an intense anticyclone became
centred immediately east of the South Island and covered the Dominion from the 2nd to the 5th, so that fine weather with
frosty nights prevailed, although occasional showers were slow in clearing in the East Cape region. A depression passed
well to the south of New Zealand while another, advancing across the North Tasman Sea, caused north-easterly to northerly
winds to freshen from Nelson and Marlborough northwards and rain to extend from the Auckland Peninsula. The latter
-depression remained near the North Island from the 8th to the 13th, while pressure was high to the east, with the result that
north:easterlies persisted and gave a very wet spell in the districts’ from Hawke’s Bay ‘to the-Bay of ‘Plenty ; occasional
lighter falls were experienced elsewhere but chiefly in eastern parts of the North Island.

Pressure, which meanwhile had risen in the south, fell on the 13th due to the approach of an extensive disturbance, and
the next day a southerly change, accompanied by frequent showers and some snow, spread over most of the country. Low
pressure near Chatham Islands and high over Australia maintained south-westerly winds until the 20th, the weather being
changeable at times in most districts. Then barometers rose in the north and a series of weak depressions passed in the south,
giving scattered rain in the west. On the 23rd winds became more definitely south-westerly again with rain widespread
but mainly light except in the far south-west and about Cook Strait. At the same time some snow fell in the high country.



