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Government Meteorological Observatory. 

METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of March, 1941. Observations taken at 9 a.m. 
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1028·3 
1029·5 
1026·3 
1022·5 
1017·8 
1011 ·0 
1019·5 
1025·0 
1025·1 
1025·0 
1025·6 
1021·5 
1015·4 
1014·7 
1016 · 4 
1013·9 
1007·0 
989·6 
991 ·3 

1006·2 
1014·6 
1009·8 
1002·0 
998·1 

1001·4 
1002·6 
1001·5 
1002·5 
1010·8 
1019 · l 

I 
1016 · 8 

11013·3 

Altitude of Observatory, 415 ft. 

Temperature (° F .) from Observations at 9 a.m. 
--------

In Screen. J -----------

At 9 a.m. Maxi-1 Mini· " --- m~. mum. 0 
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60·0 55·0 71 72·6 49·3 44·2 
65·4 57·8 52 72·0 51·0 42·3 
62·5 56·7 67 69·1 55·2 52·8 
61·6 56·9 73 68·5 54·2 50·2 
65·5 60·2 72 70·0 57·0 54· l 
63·2 60·0 85 66·9 59·6 58·9 
59·7 57·4 86 68·0 54·0 51·8 
65·0 60·4 75 67·7 53·0 46·3 
65·2 57·6 60 76·3 49·3 42·2 
68·8 61·9 65 73·8 55·1 50·2 
68·7 62·8 70 75·3 57·7 52·3 
68·2 63·2 74 74·8 58·2 53·1 
65·2 62·0 83 68·0 59.5 58·8 
61·9 60·8 93 62·5 59·5 58·3 
57.7 55·4 86 63·0 55.3 54.9 
63·0 60·3 85 70·6 56·] 53·5 
66·8 62·0 77 67·2 61·2 56·9 
62·9 61·9 94 64·3 59·1 54·3 
.57·6 57·2 98 62·2 56·7 57·1 
(i2·2 50·6 89 53·9 50·0 49.7 
50·7 49·8 94 55·0 48·4 47·0 
54·8 54·0 94 65·9 46·6 43·0 
58·7 58·0 96 68·4 54·0 54·1 
62·4 59·5 83 70·5 56·2 49·2 
57·6 56·5 94 64·3 55·8 55·0 
63·8 61·0 84 69·2 55·8 52·1 
63·8 62·2 91 64·6 58· l 56·8 
60·3 52·1 53 65·6 55·1 52·4 
59·8 53·0 61 65·0 51·8 46·0 
57·2 54·0 80 69·0 48·5 38·8 
59·1 56·5 85 67·0 50·1 39.9 
------------------
61·6 58·0 80 67·5 54·6 50·8 
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ENE 1 113 .. 12·2 bz 
N 2 59 .. 12·0 b 

NNW 4 195 .. 11·4 be 
N 4 167 .. 8·1 C 

NNW 4. 205 .. 6·4 be 
NW 7 418 6 1·4 oq 
SSE 1 231 .. 6·6 oz 
SSE 2 51 .. 11·5 b 
Calm .. 112 .. 12·1 bz 
NNW 2 68 . . 12·0 b 
NNE 2 106 .. 11·9 b 
NW 3 122 10 10·3 be 

NNW 4 164 32 0·3 0 

SSE 2 173 1 0·8 od 
s 2 134 .. 4·6 0 

Calm . . 132 1 l·l ojf 
NE 2 149 41 O·O 0 

SSE 2 138 59 O·O or 
s 3 128 13 O·l odf 
s 7 373 2 O·O orq 
s 5 352 6 O·l op 

NE 1 144 8 6·5 b 
Calm .. 128 47 0·7 or 

N 2 103 221 6·1 be 
SSW 5 236 Trace O·O ojr 

N 3 128 .. 9·6 C 

NW 7 334 6 0·3 oq 
NW 2 435 .. 10·4 b 
NE 1 172 .. 4·2 ·O 

Calm .. 57 .. 10·4 bz 
N 1 62 1 7.5 0 

---2-61~ ---------
454 178·6 

Mean earth temperature at 1 ft., 64·3°; and at 3 ft., 63·5°. Number of rain days, 15. Total rainfall, 60 per cent. 
above normal. Sunshine, 46 per cent. of the possible, four days without any bright sunshine being registered._ Mean 
dew-point, 55·1°; mean vapour pressure, 14·7 mb. 

N OTE.-One gale was recorded on the 6th, and a very strong squally wind on the 27th. There was a slight fog on the 
morning of the 19th. 

DIRECTION OF WIND. 

Gale (force Forces N. N.E. E. S.E. s. s.w. w. N.W. Calm. 
8 or more). 4 to 7. 

9 7t 4 I 2 6! I 6 4 .- .-
NOTES ON THE 'WEATHER FOR MARCH, 1941. 

General N otes.-March was a mild month with pleasant weather for the first twelve days and a sustained unsettled 
spell thereafter. Heavy mins alleviated the effect of the predominantly dry conditions in eastern districts and every. 
where good autumn growth is assured. Especially in the north, pastures are making phenominal growth, and root 
crops are making a fair recovery from drought and moth and insect damage. The softened ground has enabled 
seasonal cultivation_ to proceed apace, and heavy autumn wheat sowings are expected. 

Rainfall.-Except on the west coast of the South Island and in Southland, rainfall was in excess. In parts of 
Taranaki and south Auckland falls exceeded double the average, while between Blenheim and Dunedin there were 
many places with three or four times average falls. For these it was the wettest March· and, in some cases, the 
wettest of any month for a considerable number of years. As the rains began with a light drizzle, a fair. amount of 
water soaked into the parched ground, but there was extensive flooding. Several stations had over 6 in. of min 
within twenty-four hours. Numerous thunderstorms occurred over the North Island during the 17th. 

Temperatures.-Mean temperatures were above normal almost generally. There were some sultry days in the earlier 
part of the month, and towards the end there were one or two light frosts in sheltered inland localities. 

Sunshine.-As a result of the very bright spell of weather followed by a very dull period the duration of sunshine 
was fairly close to normal, there being no general significant trend in the departures. 

Weather Sequence.-The spoil of settled weather prevailing at the end of February lasted until the 12th March, 
with only one brief interruption on the 6th caused by the passage of a weak disturbance separating the two anti
cyclones responsible for the fine weather. 

A disturbance arriving from the north-west on the 13th gave a good deal of rain in western and central districts. 
On the 16th a cyclonic depression of tropical origin moved southward past Norfolk Island, and, as it deepened, easterly 
winds freshened, steady drizzle and rain set in over eastern districts of the South Island, and heavy rain extended 
from the north over the North Island. Prolonged rain in Canterbury gave rise to considerable flooding, but it eased 
on the 19th, the depression being south of Chatham Islands on the following day. 

During the 20th a weak a.uticyclone, a narrow ridge between two depressions, moved on to the South Island 
causing a gradual decrease in the strong south-westerlies prevailing, while the weather remained rather changeable. On 
the 22nd the_ next extensive depression affected the Dominion with general rain extending from the north. Showers 
persisted in Taranaki and Auckland, while the weather continued thick and wet on tbc east coast of the South Island, 
with extensive flooding in North Canterbury, the rain gradually easing on the 25th. 

There followed a deep westerly depression with the result that fine, warm weather prevailed in the east, whereas 
a showery period was experienced elsewhere. Conditions became fair to fine almost -generally, but a cyclonic depression 
near K.ermadec Islands on the 30th resulted in a freshening of southerly winds over the Atwkland Peninsula, and 
some drizzle fell in the East Cape region. A weak disturbance crossing the South Island on tbe 31st gave only 
scattered light rain in the far south. 

M. A. F. BARNETT, Director. 
B 


