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Governmem Meteorological Oba~rvawry 

METEOROLOGICAL Observatioru, at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of July, 1941. Observations taken at 9 a.m. 

1 ' ! Altitude of Observatory, 415 ft. 
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Mean earth temperature at 1 ft., 46·2°; and at 3 ft., 48·2°. Number of rain days, 17. Total rainfall, 36 per cent. above 
normal. Sunshine, 33 per cent. of the possible. There were seven days without any bright sunshine being recorded. .Mean 
dew-point at 9 a.m., 42·3° ; mean vapour pressure, 8·9 mb. 

NoTE.-The month was remarkable for the number of mild days. Five frosts were registered at Kelburn., that of the 
17th being very white. Thunder was heard on the morning of the 9th. Two fogs we:rn experienc?d, that of the 24th persisting 
all day. 
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NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR JULY, 1941. 
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General N otes.-The weather in July was very favourable, with an absence of stormy conditions frequell.tlY a.saociated. with 
this month. As there was. little wind, 8811.88 of sharp frosts were experienced in all parts of the country. Ea.r!y litmbll itnd 
calves are seen in increasing num hers and these, as well as all classes of stock, are faring well, with adequate fodder reeerves 
available for the rest of the winter. Except in a few places where the ground has been frozen, cultivation in preparation for 
spring sowings has progressed satisfactorily, while autumn-sown crops are making good growth. · 

Rainfall over most of the country was below average. The deJiciencies were most promi.nent on the Canterbury :Pl.tw,..i, 
about Banks Peninsula, and in the Foveaux Strait region, and in these localities the falls were generally one-third to OM-hal,f 
the normal. Several restricted areas received moderate excesses, the chief of these being the Bay of Plenty district al'\d small 
areas centred near Auckland, Hawera, Napier, Wellington, and Nelson. 

Temperatures.-Mean tamperatures were very cl<,se to normal values, there being little significance in the trend of the 
departures. Several mild days compensated for frequent frosty nights. Practically no snow reached lower levels, a,nd a good' 
deal of the snow-covering has melted from the ranges. 

s,,nshine figures were also little different from normal, but showed a tendency for slight surpluses, the Auckland va,ltw,. 
however, being appreciably above averag~. 

Weather Sequence.-At first conditions were fine generally, but as an anticyclone moved ea$tward from New Zeal.imd rai,n 
developed on the 3rd in northern and western districts and became more widespread, refl,ching districts east of t~r~ 
between the 5th and 7th. At this time the heaviest rain fell in Auckland and Westland. l!'rom the 8th to the 10th New Z:ea!and 
was covered by an extensive but shallow low-pressure system, which caused little wind but considerable fog and drizzle. On 
·the 9th some heavy rain fell in the Central Provinces. 

From the 10th onward southerly winds predomirutted, bringing showery conclitions, m,i,inly to eastern districta-, but as an 
anticyclone extended from the Tasm,in Sea the weather became fair to fine ahnoijt geu.eiaUy. When this system be~,a,w 
almost stationary over New Zealand from the 16th to the 20th and intensified, barometers reached an unusually Wgh level, 
while brilliantly fine weather resulted. With the eastward movement of the anticyclone fresh north-easterlies brought occasional 
rain to the Auckland Peninsula. Rain and drizzle extendild f.rom the o,1:1rth on the 23rd and covered most of the country within 
th_e next .two days. At tbe same time there were widespread fogs in Wellington and a.long the east coast of the &mth I~nd. 

An extensive trough of low pressure was over the country on the 26th and was followed by a change to cold so~ib.~Iy 
winds, which later reached gale force along the east coast and also in Taranaki, where minor dam.a.i¢ resmted, The rain 
accompanying the wind change persisted intermittently between Kaikoura and East Cape, but otherwise an improvement 
quickly followed. On the 30th the low-pressure system which was then to the east formed a deep centre near Chatham Islands 
and kept the southerlies fresh in many places. · • · 

M. A. F. BARNETT. Diroowr, 


