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METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Welljngton, for the Month of March, 1942. 
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:l· .. .. .. 1011 ·3 60•7 56•6 77 65·7 56·1 .52·2 NW 7 273 .. 5·8 · oq 
2 .. .. .. 1003•5 61·4 55·6 67 67·9 55·1 52·1 WNW 6 433 25 6·9 bq 
Jt .. .. .. 1012·3 56·0 49·3 59 61·3 43·1 37·7 SSE 1 145 .. 12·1 b 
4 .. .. .. 1021·7 56·9 51•9 69 65·5 43·2 39·9 E 2 56 .. 10·2 b 
.5 .. .. .. 1016•3 63·9 57·8 67 -74·0 53·8 .47·0 ENE 2 133 .. 11·5 0 

.. 6 .. .. .. 1020·3 60·1 55·7 74 70·0 52·1 49·9 s 2 123 .. 9·9 0 

7 .. .. .. 1011·4 61•4 59·9" 91 69·0-- 57•9 56·1 NW 7 339 .. 6·0 oq 
8 .. .. .. 1014·7 61·1 56·1 71 66·9 53·6 47·3 N 5 207 .. 8·6 ho 
,II ... .. .. 1022·2 55·0 51•7 79 67·2 53·7 48·2 SSE 3 145 19 1·4 0 

l!) .. .. .. 1004·8 58·8 58·3 97 59·1 55·2 55·0 Calm' .. 133 376 O·O or 
'11 .. .. .. 1016·3 53·9 47·9 61 57·8 46·9 46·0 SSE 6 338 Trace 0·9 oq 
12 .. .. .. 1020·8 56·8 54·5 85 64·0 48·1 42·8 N 3 86 . . 4·5 0 

13 .. ... .. 1015·7 58·8 53.7 69 64·9 54.5 51·9 NNW 7 352 43 1·5 oq 
14 .. .. .. 1014·5 61·7 55·1 63 67·2 53·0 45·8 NNE 2 374 Trace 11·5 b 
~5 .. .. .. 1013·3 56·6 54·0 83 64·9 52·3 48·4 WNW 5 285 6 8·4 0 

16 .. .. .. 1028·8 54·9 49·2. 64 57·9 47·1 43·2 SSE 5 167 .. 9·0 ha 
17 .. .. .. 1030·8 57·6 52·6 70 69·2 44·9 37·6 NE 1 98 .. 11·5 b 
18 .. .. .. 1027•6 62·0 56·2 67 68·4 52·1 45·7 NNW 3 166 1 · 4·1 o . 
19 .. .. .. 1019·4 62·0 60·0 88 63·7 58·2 57·6 NNE 6 211 18 O·l· oir 
20 · .·,; .. .. .. 1027·0 52·3 47·3 66 5.6·4 49·8 49·9 SSE 4 371 5 O·O oir 
21 .. .. .. 1024·8 55·2 51·2 74 59·8 45·7 41·7 SSE :i 107 .. 10·5 b 
22 .. .. 1022·9 59·5 57·0 85 67·7 46·8 40·1 NNW 2 112 20 4•3 oz 
23 .. .. .. 1022·8 53·8 53·7 99 58·8 53·2 53·8 SSE 4 225 1 O·l or 
24 .. .. .. 1026·6 57·9 52·4 67 66·0 47·0 39·8 ESE 2 152 37 6·7 ho 
25 . •• .. .. .. 1021·4 62·0 61·6 98. 66·1 57,8 55·3 NNW 4 123 45 O·O oir 
M .. .. . . 1019·5 63·9 62·9 94 67·0 59·1 56·0 NNW 3 311 Trace 2·5 C 

27 .. .. .. 1022·4 57·4 56·9 '97 63·9 54·1 50·0 N 1 94 27 O·O .o 
28 .. .. .. · 1021 ·6 63·7 62·9 95 65·0 56·9 56·9 NNW 1 . 113 2 0·7 0 

29 .. .. .. 1026·6 .56·0 55.9 99 67·7 53•5 54·0 s 3 115 .. 8·3 of 
80 .. .. .. 1023·1 64·7 62·2 87 70·0 55·1 51·7 NNW 3 81 .. 6·9 .0 . 

31 .. .. .. 1019·7 63·8 61·8 89 66·9 61·0 58·4 NW 3 273 Trace O·l 0 

-----------------------------------
Means, &c; .. .. 1019·5 59·0 55.5 79 65·2 52·3 48·8 .. 3·4 198 625 164·0 .. 

Mean earth temperature at 1 ft., 62·2°; and at 3 ft., 61·7°. Number of rain days, 14. Total rainfall was 
121 per cent. above normal, being the heaviest March rainfall since. 1922. Sunshine was only 43 per cent •. of the. 
possibl~, a,nd was the dullest March since 1924, Mean dew-point at 9 a.m. was 52·4-0; mean vapour pressure, 13·2 mb. 

N<>T:ii.-The month was remarkable for the number of dull, cool days, and the heavy rainfall on the 10th. Foggy 
Well,ther was prevalent in the last week. ' 
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NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR MAROH, 1942, 

. General Notes.-There was little settled weather during March, although there was only one very active depression, 
viz., the cyclone on the 10th. The persistence of damp and mild conditions during the latter portion of the month has 
favoured excellent autumn growth almost generally, pastures arid root crops receiving great benefit. In the Auckland 
Province previous dry conditions have caused an-appreciable falling off in dairy-production. Broken weather made further 
difficulties for late harvesting, and skies were too dull for. ripening fruit. Reports indicate that the linen-flax crops have done 
very' well this season. Stock, except in one or two of.the wetter areas, have done excellently. : 

Rainfall.-Taranaki, Wellington, Nelson, and Marlborough all had excessive rainfall, with many totals above double average 
figures. The Auckland Province had subnormal falls, the driest areas being the Gisborne district, the Hauraki Plains, and 
the Hokianga - Bay of Islands region. Rainfall was also very light from mid-Canterbury southwards, the deficiencies being 
most marked about the Timaru:Oamaru vicinity. · 
,. Temperatures.~Whereas there was some cool weather at the opening of the month, the conditions towards the end 
became mild and humid. Mean temperatures were slightly above normal in the Auckland Province and below in most-othe1· · 
districts, the departures increasing to 2° Fahrenheit in the far south-west. 

Sumhine was well below average over the area between Auckland City and the northern portion· of the South Island, 
totals in Taranaki being some sixty hours under normal. Between Christchurch and Invercargill values came closer .. to the 
average or exceeded it slightly. 

Weather Sequerwe.~Du.:t:mg the first two days a disturbance crossed New Zealand, strong westerly winds turning to the 
south-west with showery weather and cold te>Q.peratures.. Thereafter, with an anticyclone centr_ed ove~ J!i.e_ ',!.'11smau_ S_ea., a 
south-westerly. situation persisted; the weather in most districts being predominantly fine. As this anticyclone moved over 
riort)lern New Zealand and a disturbance approached from the west; central New Zealand experienced strong· westerlies on 
the 6th and 7th and scat.tered rain fe!L There was a brief improvement on the 8th, but during the 9th a cyclone of tropical 
opgllJ. began to travel rapidly from Lord Howe Island towards central New Zealand, which it crossed on the evening of the 
10th .. St,roµg squally westerlies were experienced over much• of the ·Nortji Island; but finally southerlies prevailed generallY', 
:ts ear tne path of the cyclone there was heavy rain, but towards the extremities of New Zealand falls were more scattered. 
(fondit'ions moderated as this depression contjnued rapidly eastward and was replaced by a weak anticyclone. Between the 
12th and the 15th a trough of low pressure in the New Zealand area gave cpnsiderable cloud and occasional mist and raj}}. 
l'hen· the arrival of an intense anticyclone gave two days' settled weather. · . . · 
: _Associated with a complex depression which approached from the Tasman Sea on the 19th there was widespread rain in 

the liigli country and western districts. A disturbance remained almost stationary over the North Island where there was 
extensive mist and occasional drizzle, while in the South Island the we;i.ther was predominantly fair to cloudy. On the 23rd 
the-- anticyclcine which had been over southern New Zealand interuiified somewhat and its centre moved. to the east of New 
Zealarid Thereafter, until the end of the month, a north-easterly situation prevailed, conditions being cloudy, -mild• and 
humid with considerable fog or drizzle, but more especially in the North Island. Some heavy rain fell in the far south-west 
on t;lte final twQ days of the month. 


