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Government Meteorological Observatory. 

METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of January, 1943. Observations taken at 9 a.m. 
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I .. .. 1019·8 I 57·0 I 57·0 100 59·8 55·4 I 55·3 s 2 189 48 O·O of 
2 .. .. 1024·1 53·5 49·4 72 58·0 49·7 49·2 s 5 254 .. 9·5 0 
3 .. .. 1024·7 58·0 50·5 55 64·5 48·7 44·0 SSE 2 242 .. 12·3 .by 
4 .. .. 1021·6 64·3 56·9 60 74·7 44·3 39·5 NW 2 93 .. 14·2 b 
5 .. .. 1014·8 64·1 58·0 67 72·3 55·0 51·2 NNW 4 120 Trace 14·1 b 
6 .. .. 1013·0 55·4 53·7 89 61·0 53·7 48·5 s 4 190 Trace O·l 0 
7 .. .. 1017·5 59·6 56·3 80 66·7 52·3 49·6 s 3 I 187 .. 9·4 0 
8 .. .. 1016·7 66·5 60·0 66 73·0 49·5 46·7 NW 2 106 .. 13·5 b 
9 .. .. 1013·4 64·3 59·2 73 68·0 56·5 53·2 NNW 4 161 .. 12·2 C 

10 .. .. 1010·9 65·0 59·2 69 70·9 58·1 56·2 N 2 283 .. 12·8 be 
11 .. .. 1006·7 66·0 61·8 78 74·3 59·6 57·0 NW 5 288 1 12·5 C 
12 .. .. 1007·0 57·5 57·3 99 65·7 54·7 51·9 s 3 141 54 0·9 od 
13 .. .. 1006·3 56·3 53·6 83 60·0 54·0 52·7 SW 5 277 .. 0·9 I 0 

14 .. .. 1008·1 55·3 52·6 82 62·8 52·3 49·7 SW 3 299 Trace 5·1 I 0 

15 .. .. 1003·0 ! 59·0 56·0 82 65·2 50·5 46·6 NNW 3 103 1 O·O 0 
16 .. .. 1004·6 I 64·8 60·0 74 68·3 59·0 54·4 E 2 163 6 2·5 0 

17 .. .. 1010·9 67·5 62·8 76 73·5 58·6 58·0 NNE 2 230 Trace 11·7 b 
18 .. .. 1013·9 61·5 58·8 84 75·0 54·8 49·8 Calm .. 87 Trace 0·7 0 

19 .. .. 1003·6 67·0 61·5 
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72 69·0 59·6 59·7 NW 5 315 Trace 6·1 C 

20 .. .. 1001·1 64·8 58·4 66 69·0 57·1 54·4 NW 6 424 .. 13·5 bq 
21 .. .. 1008·8 67·2 59·0 58 68·3 52·8 45·0 SSE- 3 305 Trace 12·5 bey 
22 .. .. 1015·3 64·3 58·0 66 69·0 50·0 43·4 E I 102 .. 12·8 be 
23 . .. .. 1011 ·9 68·1 60·0 I 59 70·5 53·8 45·9 NNW 4 185 I 1 9·0 cy 
24 .. .. 1006·3 60·6 58·4 87 62·4 58·1 45·3 N 1 270 176 O·O 0 
25 1008·6 I 61·0 60·2 95 74·2 56·2 55·2 NE 1 131 Trace \ 7·3 0 .. .. 
26 .. .. 1013·5 63·7 60·3 81 70·1 58·4 54·6 NNW 3 87 .. 8·5 0 
27 .. .. 1017·9 63·8 58·8 73 73·0 56·4 52·2 SE 1 142 .. 6·8 C 

28 .. .. 1010·8 67·5 59·9 62 72·9 56·2 I 53·0 NNE 2 123 .. 8·5 be 
29 .. .. 1007·3 66·8 59·4 62 75·0 55·2 
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158 .. 12·1 be 
30 .. .. 1011·7 66·7 61·5 73 69·8 55·0 51·9 NNW 5 177 .. ·5.2 b 
31 .. .. 1019·1 58·9 53·3 I 67 63·0 54·0 54·0 SSE 3 321 I .. 7·0 0 

I I 
Means, &c. .. 1012·0 62·5 57·5 

I 
74 68·4 54·5 

I 
50·9 .. 2·9 

I 
198 

I 
'287 241·7 .. 

Mean earth temperature at I ft., 65·4°; and at 3 ft., 63·0°. Number of rain days, 7. The total rainfall was I per cent. below normal. 
Total bright sunshine, 53 per cent. of the possible. Mean dew-point at 9 a.m., 54·2°; mean vapour pressure, 14·2 mb. 

NoTE.-On the 1st and 12th fogs occurred, and on the afternoon of the 30th a north-west gale was experienced. 
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NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR JANUARY, 1943. 
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General Notes.-January was a dry month with some cloudy, humid spells. Useful rains gave a measure of relief to the 
parched conditions prevailing in Gisborne and Hawke's Bay, but falls were lighter in the Wairarapa and still less effective in 
Marlborough. The milk yield has been on the decline. There have been intervals of excellent harvesting weather. Vegetable and fruit 
crops have done very well and cereal crops are satisfactory. The dryness has adversely affected many of the supplementary root crops, 
especially those recently planted. 

Rainfall.-In most districts rainfall was appreciably below normal. The month was particularly dry in Marlborough. There were 
substantial deficiencies in North Auckland. Between East Cape and Castlepoint the January averages were exceeded at the majority of 
places. Average values were reached also locally near Christchurch. 

Temperatures.-With very few exceptions mean temperatures for the month differed by less than 1 ° F. from their normals. The only 
extremes of special interest were the high temperatures prevailing in eastern districts on the 30th, when, for example, Napier had a 
maximum of 96·5° F. mud Blenheim 94·6c F. 

Sunshine.-New Plymouth, Wellington, and Blenheim received slightly more than average sunshine, but at most other places there 
were deficiencies, which were greatest in the Bay of Plenty area. 

Weather Sequence.-The month opened with cold southerlies, but as an anticyclone from the south covered New Zealand on the 3rd 
and 4th, showers persisted awhile on the east coast, but the weather became fine generally with a rapid rise in temperature. A trough travelled 
up the country on the 5th and 6th, and a depression from the north passed near East Cape. Fresh southerlies prevailed and the weather 
was showery in the east with scattered rain, which was fairly heavy in the Gisborne-Napier region. Pressure rose generally on the 7th, the 
weather becoming fair and warm. 

Between the 9th and 13th a slow-moving trough advanced from the south, and a depression moved down the east coast of the Nouth 
Island to Chatham Islands. The weather was cloudy and warm with scattered rain. Falls were heavy at first about the southern Sounds, 
and on the 11th moderately heavy rain occurred near East Cape and over the Central Provinces on the 12th. On the 12th and 13th the 
centre to the east deepened and cooler southerlies prevailed. 

Conditions were cloudy and milder on the 14th and 15th, and a disturbance crossing the North Island on the 16th gave scattered rain 
and increased humidity. A high-pressure wedge passed over central New Zealand on the 17th with fine weather, but rather misty conditions 
persisted in the north. 

Between the 18th and 20th a depression moved from the west ; fresh to strong winds from a westerly quarter prevailed. Rain 
developed in the Taranaki area, and some heavy falls occurred about and west of the Alps. Later, brief showers extended to the east, but 
conditions were improving as an anticyclone covered northern New Zealand between the 21st and 23rd. On the later date a trough slowly 
advancing from the south brought rain to the south-west. With a centre developing in the west, the weather became more generally unsettled 
on the 24th with considerable drizzle and rain, especially in central areas. 

On the 26th an anticyclone over the northern Tasman Sea intensified, and a series of rapidly moving westerly depressions passed in the 
south. Winds fluctuated between north-west and south-west, with temperatures very warm at times in eastern and northern areas. The 
depression on the 30th had a very deep trough with north-westerly gales ahead and some str-0ng southerlies, in southern dist.dcts, behind .it. 
Throughout the series there was surprisingly little rain even in the exposed areas. 

M. A. F. BARNETT, Director. 


