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LATE RETURNS 

Te Aroha.April,19l\O •. " 46 47,5' .. 
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8 5·74 14 +1'08 1·87 14 ", , ... .. .. 
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,-1'56 0·66 5 East Gore, April,,1950 24;5 59·0 4,0·4 _ 49·7 -0,8 69·0 ' 10 33·0 25 1·55 15 .. 

I 
o N{)TlII.-At stations where departures from normal are m parentheses,. the temperature record has been mamtamed for less than ten ye,ar8, 

thetainfall record fodess tha.n twenty ye~rs, a.ndthe normalS are partly mterpolated. ' 

NOTlilS .ON THIll WEATRlIIR Foa MAy, 191iO 
Generiil • .i-M&y wail cloudy a.nd very Illild, in fact it was the 

nliIdest May on record. " Pastures and winter fodder crops showed 
remarkable growth except in' the interior of Otago and Southlarid, 
where ra.iftfaJJ. hiis" been low for several months. Many plants and 
shrubs floWered out ofBeason. ' " 

:In WestIa.nd;however, the last quarter was very stormy, h!llh 
winds and flOQdedrivers causing cOllsidera.ble damage, and resultmg 
iri «erious a.nd prdlOnged dislocation of road ~d rail c<?mmnniclJ,t~o~. 
Canterbury, rivers· were also unable to cope WIth the disoharge ans~g 
from the' phenomenal rainfall in the ranges; and some flooding 
obctitted on the plains.,! ' 

RainlaIt.-Inthe North Island' rainfall' 'was well below normal 
with the notable exception 'Of thdBe districts with a. northoeasterly 
aspect, especially m-the Coromandel-Bay'of Plehty-Rotorua area. 
A new record was'ostabllshedat Ta.irua where,the month's total was 
25·26 inches of whjch 14:()O'jnches fell in the forty~eight hours oem· 

, mencirig at 9 a.m; on the 18th: About the samil Wne a phenomenal , 
lQpa.! downpour waareporte<J. near' Port Charles ~t the head of ~e .' 
Comlnandel Peninsula. ,'It was a, very dry-month'in the WanganUl-
Ra!i ·tikei,.:.ManaWiltu &fea. " ' . , ' ' 

'Very, heavy IioitJierly ~ainB during thefonrth week brought the 
rainfaJl well a.bove average in &ndwest dfthe Southern Alps, and 
lIIsQ to a lesser extent in the Marlborough Sounds a.nd in parts of 
Nelsoll. 'E)allwhereiritlie :SoutJl-Island .raipfall was below avera.ge, 
with smiillesttot!!>1s, inOtlJ,go. At Otjr.aJill .but 4 inches of the 

, month's total of 38'04 iuQ,hos fell !i;fter the ,23rd. The daily fall of 
16.-2!'i:iMl'!tiS on. ~'26th'l1aflnotbeen e;ltceeded since this station 
~nc~d reeoi\iiiigjl119(j6. :', 0 

, ": ·~~eB.';"'M~' t6lUper/l;~ures .~ere . well a.bove norl\lal 
t~bQ\11r'ihe:whO\o eOOn~ l\lalting this~ easily the warmest May 
fol,W'-.$OYe!!a"S'i' In-W'll~d and most; of the North ISland the 

, ", 'from !,l~.erage"was'5°.,.6·F. decrea~ to apout 2° P. in 
~' ' here 'lferil''s:everal very warm days in Canterbury and 
;a' (luring the'last week. At Wigram" Christchurch, a 
t$p" ",Bl'lJ,t$ 0, f 81'2° !. was, " 'reeorded on the 26th. This was oI)ly:, tbe 
tltira:oocall:(on on',which· II. temperature over 80° F. has been officially 
recimIed lli.New Zealand in May'. ' 

.:BU1t4liine.-Tltere was a general lack of sunshine. Over the 
grea.t'er p8.rt of the :oountry the deficiency was at least 30 hOJll"s. 
Abolit tlie Bay of Plenty' and the northern part (If the South IsIa.nd , 
some:.totaIs werem(lre than ISO hours short of the average., :aotorua. 
and Hanmer ,both· registered the lowest May sunshine sinoe reoords 
began sollie 40 yearS ago;. 0 , 

Weat1ier SegUence ... '·4!or a start settled anticyclonic weather 
pl:6vailed. FollOWirig the)a8s~e \'Jf a. weak ~old front. on the 2n~, 
ahigh,pressure, cell from the So.u~)l TasjIl~,merged WIth: the a.~tI' 
oycl<ine already 6v.ert)le DO~JDlqn. BfJ,rol\leters remamed hIgh 
wi,tJi.:onlY,a verybnef dt?P durmg the plJ,ss~e o~ ~other co~d £:ont 
on tJie 5th .. " The, latter p!,"oduced light flJ,lls of ram m most distncts, 
but the weather soon cleared aga.in and sharp frosts occurred inland. 
on the morning "qfthe 8th, some- .howera' were associated with °a 
t@ltlorary fresheDing of winds froni .the south.west. 

. 'North~easterJy 1"inds'prevailed with the app,oach ofa complex 
di,sturbanQe which had been.looate!l over the north.western part of 
t1leTIJ,~ Sea sm~e the beginning of the month: Rain set in over 

• 

Northland on the 9th, andsoo~ spread southwards as. far IJ,S 
Wellington and MMlborough. On the 10th winds rose, ~empor,l14"jly . 
to gale foroe in exposed parts of Northland. Heavy ~ainf.a.lls Wet;e 
recorded there as well as in the Bay of Plenty. As the mam ceJjt're 
moved slowly down through the central T!J,sma.n, ram gradl;1!1lJ,y 
'extended to other eastern districts of the South Island where dull 
misty weather continued for several days. .A. small secondary centril 
passed across the North Island on the night oBhe 12th; augmen.t~g 
the rainfall in Gisborne and Hawke's Bay. Apartfromloca.l mornmg 
fogs, the weather in thesouth·west remained .fu-iruntil the an:i~al 
,of the main centre whioh passed eastwards ac,os,s Southland on the 
16th. Cool south·easterlies then invaded the South Island and 
produoed light' rainfalls in 'Otago and SQuthland; elsewhere 
the weather cleared, although only temporarily in the .North Island. 

An intense anticyclone south of the 'r1\Jlm,a.n.Sea- extended on to 
the Dominion and delayed the advance ,of a new depression in mid, 
Tasman. Although it was not until the 22n<,I:tbat, this, depression...,,
by ,then much weakened-passed close to North·Cape,the associa,ted 
frontal system lay stlJ,tionary across the 411ck}and Proviilcefor· 
several, !lays, giving vddespre~ ra.il;l over.Jj.ortliern and centraJ: 
districts of the North Island fron;ttlj.e 18th.oi/wil-l'<is. In the'~~~li 
Island this was a period of settled frosty weather. 
. The southern antioyclone passed across to the east of New 
Zealand (In the 23rd, .w4ere it became stationary and iritensified 
further. Rain fell for j!o.time in Westland and Southland during the 
pa.ssage of a deep dePressi(ln in the farsoutlt on the 24th. The f~l. 
lOwing wedge gav.e a very brief clearance during the night. Ram 
had lIIso develoPed in the AuckIand Province under the influllnce of 
a sha.llow depression to the north·west. " ,,' " 

A severe stoQIl whiQh was deepening rapidly off New South 
WaJes on the 24th,:then crossed the Tasman Sea, lat,er passing close 
to Sout~don .the morning, of the 26tl).. With its approach 
northerly-winds prevailed and gradually increased to gale strength 
,in the South ,ISland. Rain became, general exoept in coastal districts 
·east of the main ranges where only a few scattered showers managed 
'to penetrate. As a result of exoeptionally heavy rains in 'Iilld west' 
'or the Southern Alps, rivers in Westland and Canterbury were' in 
high flood by the 27th. 

Even though the storm oentre moved away steadily to the 
south, northerly winds and unsettled weather continued, F,urther,. 
substantial rainfalls, occurred in Westland, and also in Nelson, 
ohiefly due to a front which had become stationary across ·the. 
northern part of the South ISland. Since. the 24th it had I;>een. 
Unusually warm on the east coast bnt, with the arrival of a w~dge 
from the South Tasman on the ,28th, temperatures became. 'Qj:uch, 
oooler m·the South Island and widespre/td fog anddtizzle d,eveloped 
in Canterbury, Otago and Southland. Although there .was :a 
,distinct improvement in Westland, showery weath~,: persist,ed there; 

Another large, but not very active, depressIOn moved, slowly 
aoross the Tasman Sea to pa.ss over the Auckland' province en thil 
30th. In the South Island, too, there was ra-in on the 30th during 
the passage of a cold front, but the weak anticyclone which.followed 
brought some improvement. It remained dull and unsettled in the, 
North Island. 

. M. A. F. BARNETT, Director. 
(N.Z.M.O. 107,) 


