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CLIMATOLOGIOAL TABLE—continued
Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for April, 1951—continued
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The Hermitage 2,510 | 53-6 | 378 | 45-7 | —2-8 | 65-1 4| 27-0 30 [13-32 16 | —4:55 | 2:80 5| 73-4
Winchmore .. 626 | 59-3 | 43-8 | 516 . 72-3 6| 30-2 25 | 4-93 16 .. 1-55 17 ..
Haast 15 | 634 | 48-2 | 55-8 .. 74-4 11358 24 12-07 16 .. 1-63 7| 149-4
Ashburton 323 | 60-4 | 454 | 529 | +0-5 | 74°8 6| 32-4 25 | 4-20 12| +1-90 | 1-20 17 | 108-9
Fairlie . 1,004 | 59-3 | 38-8 | 49:0 | —1:6 | 725 6 | 28-0 14,29 | 8-19 15| +5-81 | 3:15 17 ..
Lake Tekapo 2,400 | 55-3 | 37-7 | 46-5 .. 68-1 4251 30 | 5-76 13 .. 2-88 17 | 130-5
Timaru 56 | 62-8 1 450 | 53-9 | +0-7 | 74'5 71324 25 | 3-13 8| +1-52 | 1-33 11 95:6
Adair 200 | 59-0 | 46-5 | 528 .. 70-8 8356 25 | 6-28 14 .. 2-00 1 ..
Tara Hills .. 1,600 | 56-5 | 39-7 | 48-1 .. 675 3127-0 29 | 1-44 13 .. 0-41 5
Milford Sound 20 | 60-8 | 44-9 | 52:8 | (+1:7)| 73-1 11330 30 (15-98 15| —8-37 | 5-81 5 ..
Waimate 200 | 61-0 | 46-3 | 53-6 | +0-6 | 75-0 6| 335 30 | 2-65 11| +0-88 | 1-15 1| 749
Queenstown . . 1,100 | 59-0 | 42-6 | 50-8 | —0-2 | 654 | 2,7 | 32:0 30 | 4-41 15| +1-36 | 0-99 25 | 102-9
Cromwell 720 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. ..
Ophir .. .. 1,000 | 59-5 | 391 | 49-3 | —0-5 | 71-4 | 3,4 |24-9 30 | 1-58 8| —0-08 | 0-54 25
Earnscleugh . .. 500 | 61:4 [ 40-1 | 50-8 .. 75-8 9| 26-3 30| 1-94 11 .. 0-65 8| ..
Waipiata .. .. 1,650 | 56-8 | 40-3 | 486 | —1-3 | 70-0 41290 30 | 1-50 9| —0-16 | 0-44 8 122-8
Alexandra .. .. 520 | 61-5 | 41-1 | 51:83 | —0-2 | 74-2 3| 287 30 | 2-12 13| +0-59 | 0-68 25 | 12140
Roxburgh Hydro 350 | 61-4 | 45-1 | 53-2 .. 735 3370 30| 1-91 19 .. 0-54 16 ..
Mid Dome .. . [1,252 | 59-0 | 41-6 | 50-3 .. 71-0 3| 32:0 25 | 5-33 12 1-62 25
Moa Flat, West Ota.go 1,345 | 56-8 | 42-0 | 49-4 .. 68-3 31 32-0 24 | 3-11 11 .. 0-80 23
Manorburn Dam . 12,448 | 523 | 35:5 | 43-9 | —1-5 | 635 | 3,4 | 275 30 | 2-47 11| +0-42 | 0-91 25 ..
Taieri . 80 | 60-1 | 44-0 | 52-0 | (+0-7)| 72-8 4| 3835 30 | 3-27 13 | (+0-98)| 1-25 26 | 1125
Musselbungh, Dunedin’ 51585486 | 53-6 | (+0-9)| 696 6] 39-0 23 | 3-02 15| +0-33 | 0-84 25 | 101-5
Bast Gore .. . 245 | 62-0 | 43:3 | 52:6 | +2:1 | 75:0 | 3,4 | 29-0 30 | 2-80 12 | —0-31 |-1-01 25 ..
Gore 240 | 62-3 | 42-7 | 52-5 | +41-2 | 765 3| 28-0 30 | 259 11 . 0-97 25 | '126-0
Otautau .. .. 180 | 60-0 | 41-4 | 50-7 .. 71-8 3| 27-0 30 | 3-91 15 1-09 23 ..
Pebby Hills .. .. 150 | 61-3 | 43-8 | 526 .. 755 3| 30-0 29 | 3-56 13 .. 1-59 25 ..
Invercargill .. . 32| 61-0 | 439 | 52:4 | +1:9 | 74-0 3| 28-0 30 | 2-60 15| +1-46 | 0-60 25 | 119-0
Invercargill South .. 81613 I 45-0 | 53-2 +2-2 1730 31312 30 1 2-38 19 1 (—=1-79) | 0-51 25 ..
LATE RETURNS
Taumarunui, Mar., 1951 560 | 74-4 [ 50-0 | 62-2 .. 84-1 | 81 36-2 15 (1-85 10 .. 0-63 23 | 1840
GoldenDowns,Mar.,1951| 900 | 67-0 | 46-2 | 56-6 | —0-2 | 75-0 | . 18 | 33-0 27 | 4-51 9| (4+1-81)| 2-13 22
Tara Hills, Mar., 1951 (1,600 | 69-2 | 43-8 | 565 . 856 | 71295 12 | 1-40 10 .. 0-58 22
Cromwell, Mar., 1951 .. 720 | 724 | 47-6 | 60-0 87-8 6| 34-1 25 | 1-62 7 0-73 10

 Nore.—At Std.f;l()nb where (lelmlt\1res from normal are in parentheses, the temperature record has been ma,mtamed for less than ten
years, the rainfall record for less than twenty years, and the normals are partly interpolated.

Notes oN THE WEATHER FOR APRIL, 1951

General.—April’s weather was persistently unsettled with
frequent rain. Cyclonic disturbances were very active in the
New Zealand region, and the average barometric pressure reached
a record low value for April.

Growth was well maintained under very mild conditions until
a cold change occurred towards the end of the month. North
Island dairy production continued at a high level, but conditions
were not available for sheep farmers. Pers 19tently damp con-
ditions over the past few months have had an adverse effect on
the health of sheep, and lambs have not fattened well. Reports
of such ailments as foot-rot, facial eczema, blow-fly strike, &ec.,
have been much more frequent than in recent years.

In Canterbury agricultural work has been seriously hampered,
and little wheat is likely to be sown this autumn. Much damage
remains to be repaired after the widespread flooding on the 17th
and 18th.

Rainfall—April was a wet month for the whole Dominion, with
the exception of Southland and an area from the Bay of Plenty
through to Hawke Bay where the rainfall was not quite up to
normal.

In Canterbury the wettest April on record followed four sue-
cessive wet months. The rainfall over most of the province was
treble, and in some northern districts, five times the average amount.
Continuous heavy rain during the 17th and 18th reached a maximum
in the foothills and resulted in widespread flooding throughout
the province. The longer rivers with sources in the Southern
Alps were not seriously affected.

The surplus rainfall along the coast between Cape Palliser
and Cape Kidnappers was also substantial.

Temperatures.—Mean temperatures were generally about a
degree above normal, except in the interior of Otago and Canterbury
and in the far north where there was a slight negative anomaly.

Sunshine.—In eastern districts from Hawke’s Bay to Otago,
and about Nelson, the duration of sunshine was 20 to 30 hours or
more below normal. - At Waimate and Hanmer the deficiency was
equivalent to two hours a day.

Over the remainder of the country totals were slightly above
normal.

Weather Sequence.—At the beginning of the month an anticyclone
lay to the south-east of the South Island and conditions were im-
proving in South Canterbury after widespread heavy rains. With
the approach of a tropical cyclone from the north-west, rain developed
in Northland and gradually spread over the whole of the North Island.
The cyclone moved slowly south-eastwards past North Cape, but
when it was east of Gisborne on the 5th, another low-pressure

_became colder.

centre moved south-eastwards across Southland. The trough
associated with the latter crossed the Dominion from the west
accompanied by heavy showers and some thunderstorms.

A passing ridge brought a brief clearance on the 6th, but
conditions became generally unsettled again with the arrival of a
large and complex disturbance late on the 7th. One low-pressure
centre crossed the South Island on the 8th and southerlies advanced
to Cook Strait soon afterwards. They became -general when a
second centre crossed Auckland early on the 10th. As the dis-
turbance moved off to the east, a ridge brouglit ‘a general cledrasice
from the south and west. Cool, showery weather persmted ‘however,
between Cook Strait and East Cape until the 12th.

The approach of a deep -and extensive depression from 'the
Tasman Sea on the 14th marked the beginning of a furthér:peticd
of very unsettled weather. One deptession pa,ssed South ‘of New
Zealand on the 15th. A second, after remaining off Westland
for several days during which easterly rains caused ‘extengive
flooding in Canterbury, finally moved across the -middle of ‘the
North Island on the 19th. Heavy rainfalls were also recorded in
Marlborough and-Nelson.

On the 20th there was ‘a temporary improverient over the
central provinces, but an extensive depression covéring the South
Tasman was moving onto the South Island while:another depréssion
was forming near North Cape. The latter deepened:rdpidly “and
travelled south-eastwards to pass East Cdpe on the afternodn: 6f
the 21st. " The main centre of the southern depressitn contimued
on an easterly course and passed south of Stewart Island -en ‘the
22nd. Strong westerly winds prevailed generally 4nid gradually
backed south-westerly in the South Island. -Shoters Were fréguent
and heavy, except in a few sheltered east coast distiiéts, ‘and
thunderstorms were reported over a‘wide area forseveral days.

Barometers began to rise slowly-in the:south-en the-266h vider
the influence of a weak wedge which had extended ‘across the South
Tasman Sea. Winds turned -more southerly ‘emd temiperatures
Fine weather prevailed in South Westland -anid
later extended northwards to Nelson -and Tatanaki. Elsewhere
the clearance was delayed by the -arrival of -amother ‘depression
whose centre moved eastwards -across the Auckland Provinee-on
the 28th. By the end of ‘the month an anticyclone covered the
South Island, and clear frosty weather extended over the greater
part of the country. It remained cold and showery, however,
between Banks Peninsula and East Cape. During the last few
days substantial snowfall occurred at high levels in both' Islands.
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