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CLIMATOLOGtoAL TABLE--COn!inued 

Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for April, 1951--oontinued 
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The Hermitage 
Winchmore 
Haast 
Ashburton 
Fairlie 
Lake 'J'ekapo 
Timaru 
Adair 
'l'ara Hills 
Milford Sound 
Waimate 
Queenstown .. 
Cromwell 
Ophir 
Earnscleugh .. 
Waipiata 
Alexandra 
Roxburgh Hydro 
Mid Dome 
Moa ]'lat, West Otago 
Manorburn Dam 
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Musselburgh, Dunedin 
East Gore 
Gore 
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Invercargill 
Invercargill South 
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OF. 
53·6 
59·3 
63·4 
60·4 
59·3 
55·3 
62·8 
59·0 
56·5 
60·8 
61·0 
59·0 

59·5 
61·4 
56·8 
61·5 
61·4 
59·0 
56·8 
52·3 
60· l 
58·5 
62·0 
62·3 
130·0 
61·3 
61·0 
61·3 
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OF. 
37·8 
43·8 
48·2 
45·4 
38·8 
37·7 
45·0 
46·5 
:31)·7 
44·9 
46·3 
42·6 

39·1 
40·1 
40·3 
41 · l 
45·1 
41·6 
42·0 
35·5 
44·0 
48·6 
43·3 
42·7 
41·4 
43·8 
43·:J 
45·0 
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I c:u1. 
I 45·7 
I 51 ·6 
! 55·8 

52·9 
49·0 
46·5 
53·9 
52·8 
48·1 
52·8 
i'i3·6 
50·8 

49·3 
50·8 
48·6 
51·3 
53·2 
60·3 
49·4 
43·9 
;'52·0 
5:Hl 
ii2·6 
52·5 
50·7 
52·fS 
52·4 
53·2 
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-t-0·5 
-1·6 

-t-0·7 

(+1 ·7) 
+0·6 
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(-t-O·!J) 
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OF. 
65·1 
72·3 
74·4 
74·8 
72·5 
68·1 
74·5 
70·8 
67·5 
73·1 
75·0 
65·4 

71·4 
75·8 
70·0 
74·2 
73·5 
71 ·0 
68·3 
63·5 
72·8 
69·6 
75·0 
7G·5 
71·8 
75·5 
74·0 
73·0 
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3 
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3 
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oF. 
27·0 30 
30·2 25 
35·8 24 
32·4 25 
28·0 14, 29 
25·1 30 
32·4 25 
35·6 25 
27·0 29 
33·0 30 
33·5 30 
32·0 30 
.. 

' 
.. 

24·9 30 
26·3 30 
29·0 30 
28·7 30 

I 
37·0 30 
32·0 75 
32·0 24 

I 27·5 30 
33·5 30 
39·0 23 
29·0 30 
28·0 30 
27·0 30 
30·0 29 
28·0 30 
31·2 30 

Fall. Rain Normal. d ii 
Total I of From • 

Days. ~ 

_______ 1 -: I) ____ _ 
In. 

13·32 
4·93 

12·07 
4·20 
8·19 
5·76 
3·13 
G·28 
1·44 

15·98 
2·65 
4·41 

1·58 
1·94 
1·50 
2· 12 
1·91 
5.33 
3·11 
2·47 
3·27 
3·02 
2·80 
2·59 
3·91 
3·56 
2·60 
2·38 

16 
16 
16 
12 
15 
13 
8 

14 
13 
15 
11 
16 

8 
11 
9 

13 
19 
12 
11 
11 
13 
15 
12 
11 
15 
13 
15 
19 

-4·55 

+1·90 
-t-5·81 

+1·52 

-8·37 
+0·88 
+1·36 

-0·08 

-0·16 
+0·59 

+0·42 
(+0·98) 
+0·33 
-0·31 

+1·46 
(-1·79) 

In. Hours. 
2·80 5 73·4 
1·55 17 
1·63 7 149·4 
1·20 17 108·9 
3·15 17 
2·88 17 130·5 
1·33 1 95·6 
2·00 1 
0·41 5 
5·31 5 
1·15 'l 7icl·9 
0·99 25 102·9 

0·54 25 
0·65 8 
0·44 8 i22·3 
0·6'8 25 121·0 
0·54 Hi 
1·62 25 
0·80 23 
O·!H 25 
1·25 26 Il2·5 
0·84 25 H11·5 
·l 'Ol 25 
0·97 25 '126·0 
1·09 23 
1·59 25 
O·GO 25 119·0 
0·51 25 

LATJ,, RETURNS 

Taumarunui, Mar., 1951 i 560 74·4 50·0 ti•).•) 84·1 
GoldenDowns,Mar., 19,51

1 

900 67·0 !6·2 56·6 -0<2 75·0 
Tara Hills, Mar., 1951 1,600 61)·:l 43·8 56·6 85·6 
Cromwell, Mar., 1951 . . 720 72·4 47-(j 130·0 87·8 

- ---~---------

8 3G·2 

I 
18 33·0 

7 29·5 

I 
6 34·1 

15 l · 85 
27 4·51 
12 l ·40 
25 l ·62 

10 0·63 
9 (+1·81) 2·13 

10 0·58 
7 0·73 

23 184·0 
22 
22 
10 

N 01'E.-At stations where departures from normal a,re in parentheses, the temperature record has been maintained for less than ten 
years, the rninfall record for less than twenty yearn, and the normals are partly interpolated. 

NoTEs oN THE WEATH1m FOR APRIL, 1951 

General.-April's weather was persistently unsettled with 
frequent rain. Cyclonic disturbances were very active in the 
New Zealand region, and the average barometric pressure reached 
a record low value for April. 

Growth was well maintained under very mild conditions until 
a cold change occurred towards the end of the month. North 
Island dairy production continued at a high level, but conditions 
were not available for sheep farmers. Persistently damp con
ditions over the past few months have had an adverse effect on 
the health of sheep, and lambs have not fattened well. Reports 
of such ailments as foot-rot, facial eczema, blow-fly strike, &c., 
have been much more frequent than in recent years. ·· 

In Canterbury agricultnral work has been seriously lrnmpered, 
and little wheat is likely to be sown this autumn. Much damage 
remains to be repaired after the widespread flooding on the 17th 
and 18th. 

Rainfall.-A,pril was a wet month for the whole Dominion, with 
the exception of Southland and an area from the Bay of Plenty 
through to Hawke Bay where the rainfall was not quite up to 
norma.1. 

In Canterbury the wettest April on record followed four suc
cessive wet months. The rainfall over most of the province was 
t.reble, and in some northern districts, five times the average amount. 
Continuous heavy rain during the 17th and 18th reached a maximum 
in the foothills and _ resulted in widespread flooding throughout 
the province. The longer rivers with sources in the Southern 
Alps were not seriously affected. 

The surplus rainfall along the coast between Cape Palliser 
and C>ipe Kidnappers was also substantial. 

'l'ernperatures.-'--J\IJ.ean temperatures were generally about a 
degree above normal, except in the interior of Otago and Canterbury 
and in the far north where there was a slight negative anomaly. 

Sunshine.-In eastern districts from Hawke's Bay to Otago, 
and about Nelson, the duration of sunshine was 20 to 30 hours or 
more below normal. At Waimatc and Hanmer the deficiencv was 
equivalent to two hours a clay. " 

Over the remainder of the country totals were slightly above 
normal. 

Weather Sequence.-At the beginning of the month an anticyclone 
lay to the south-east of the South Island and conditions were im
proving in South Canterbury after widespread heavy rains. \Vith 
the approach of a tropical cyclone from the north-west, rain developed 
in Northland and gradually spread over the whole of the North Island. 
The cyclone moved slowly south-eastwards past North Ca.pe, but 
when it was east of Gisborne on the 5th, another low-pressure 

centre moved south-eastwards across Southland. The trough 
associated with the latter crossed the Dominion from the west 
accompanied by heavy showers and some thunderstorms. 

A passing ridge brought a brief clearance on the 6th, but 
conditions became generally unsettled again with the arrival of a 
large and complex disturbance late 011 the 7th. One low-pressure 
centre crossed the South Island on the 8th and southerlies advanced 
to Cook Strait soon afterwards. They became general when a 
second centre crossed Auckland early on the 10th. As tl1e \iis
turbance moved off to the east, a ridge brought ·a gene1•al clearance 
from the south and west. Cool, showery weather·pel'slsted, however, 
between Cook Strait and East Cape until the 12th. 

The approach of a deep and extensive depression 'from the 
Tasman Sea on the 14th marked the beginning <>fa further.peth'id 
of very unsettled weather. One depression ·passed south of- New 
Zea.land on the 15th. A second, after · r1eru.aini-ng off Westland 
for several days during which easterly :rains casused -i,xtensive 
flooding in Canterbury, finally moved across the ·midi:!le of the 
North Island on the 19th. Heavy rainfalls were also i'ecllrdecl in 
:Marlborough and ·Nelson. 

On the 20th there was a temporary imipfovem:ent ov'er ·t1te 
central provinces, i.ut an extensive depression eovefing the Sooth 
Tasman was moving onto the South Island while->lim:itlter' depression 
was forming near North Cape. The latter deepened 'rat,idlr 1a11.cl. 
tra veiled south-eastwards to pass East Ciipe -iin the· ·afternoon, of 
the 21st. · The main centre of the southern depressi\m · eoriti-1\;Ju-ed 
on an easterly course and passed south of Stewart Island em 'l,he 
22nd. Strong westerly winds prevailed generally 1ii,rid -gri,dnally 
backed south-westerly in the South Island. :ShoW<>rs 'were frequent 
and heavy, except in a few sheltered east coast distriets, 'an.d 
thunderstorms were reported over a·wrde area for,sev<Jra,l ifays. 

Barometers began to rise slowly-fa the'S01l.l;h 0on tlte·l!Btlh ·tl'il:der 
the influence of a weak wedge which··had extended across 'tlie ·South 
Tasman Sea. Winds turned mc;re southerly ,a,nd .«ocll:\Perata.res 

_ became colder. Fine weather J>t'evailed in South Westland -tl.'rtd 
later extended northwards to Ne-lson ·and 'Fittaintliki. tJE!sewltere 
the clearance was delayed by the ·arrival of il,<tolilrer '·ll~p!'el!Sr<'>n 
whose centre moved eastwa'rd.s aeross the \'\ueli:land ,'f!'rovinl!e · 'on 
the 28th. By the encl of the month an anticyclone covered'·the 
South Island, and clear frosty weather extended over ·the greater 
part of the country. It remained cold and showery, however, 
between Banks Peninsula and East Cape. During the last few 
days substantial snowfall occurred at high levels in both Island•. 

R. G. SIMMERS, Acting Director. 
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