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Summary of the RecordB of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for February 1953-continued 

Air Temperatures in Degrees. (Fahrenheit). Rainfall in Inches. 

station. 
MeaDS of 

Mean 
of 
A 
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Absolute Maximum and 
Minimum. 

Maxlmnm 
Fall. Bright 

---,---C..-I Sun­
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A B 
Max. MIn. 

Rudstone, Methven .. 
OF. 1°F. 

68·9 47·6 
Akaroa " .. 

Difference 
From 

Normal. 

OF I 
58·2 -1·3 

J 
OF. 

85·7 
84·8 

Date. 

231 :::g 1 

Date. 

Total 
Fall. 

No. 
of 

Rain 
Days. 

Difference 
From 

Normal. 

Lincoln " .. 
The Hermitage .. 
Winchmore .. .. 
Haast " .. 
Ashburton .. .. 

Ft. 
1,217 

150 
36 

2,510 
626 
15 

323 
1,004 
2,250 

56 
200 

1,600 
20 

200 
1,100 

68.4[52'8 
68·5 49·9 
67·4 44'9 
67·5 47·1 
65·5 I 48·2 
70·3 49·1 
70·0 44·5 
71·2 46·9 
70·4 49·0 
66·4 49·9 
73·0 44·1 
65·1 48·5 
69·4 49·3 

60'61 -1·3 
59·2 -0·5 
56·2 +0·1 
57·3 I (-2·3) 
56·8 I (-1·6) 
59·7 -1·3 
57·2 -1·4 

85·0 I 82·0 
83·5 
72·3 
86·2 
87·0 
85·5 
83·8 
81·3 
88'3 
72·8 
84·5 

7 ! 43·8 
7 I 35·8 
6 33·1 
3 39·0 

12 38·5 
23 41·8 
23 34·0 

17 
27 
27 
20 

21,27 
17 
27 
21 
20 
17 
15 
21 
17 
27 

In. 
3-05 
2·59 
2·15 
7·05 
1·89 
4·49 
1·81 
1'88

1 0·79 
1·83 
1.61 i 

0·65 
9·10 
0·88 

12 -0·69 
13 (+0,12) 
14 +0·40 
II -8·13 
10 I -0,39 
II (-9·11) 
10 -0·88 

In. 
1·22 
0·87 
0·82 
1·30 
0·87 
0'94 
0·64 
0·70 
0·44 
0·63 
0·42 
0·47 
2·62 
0·48 

11 
18 
11 
1 

11 
8 

11 
II 
II 
11 
II 
II 
25 
II 

ilia_ 
156·5 
132·2 
177·3 
196·7 

195·3 
167·5 

Fairlie .. .. 
Lake Tekapo .. 
Timaru " .. 
Adair .. .. 
Tara Hills " .. 
Milford Sound .. 
Waimate.. .. 
Queenstown .. . . 

59·0 .. 
59·7 -0,5 
58·2 (+0,2) 
58·6 (-1·1) 
56·8 -0·4 
59·4 -0,7 

6 36·0 
7,25 39·8 

7 40·9 
23 31·4 
13 42·2 
7 41·0 

9 -1·04 
5 -1·04 
9 -0·39 

12 -0·71 
6 -1·04 
8 -14,48 

10 -1·44 

253·2 
176·8 

244·4 

163·3 

Cromwell .. .. 
Ophir .. .. 
Earnscleugh . . . . 

720 

11,000 
500 

71·3 43·9 
70·9 43·7 
66·4 43·7 
71·9 47·5 
71·5 46·3 

57·6 
57·3 
55·0 
59·7 
58·9 

-2·2 
-3·4 

86:51 
87.51 
85·0 
88·1 
90·5 

5 32·8 17 
6 32·1 17 

0·99 
0·49 
1·06 
0·63 
1·18 

5 -0·94 
6 (-0·76) 
5 -0,94 
6 -0·84 
9 (-0'55) 

0·39 
0'16 
0·35 
0·19 
0·40 

II 
II 
II 
II 
25 

Waipiata " .. 
Alexandra .. .. 
Roxburgh Hydro .. 
Mid Dome .. .. 
Moa Flat, West Otago .. 
Manorburn Dam .. 
Taieri " .. 
Musselburgh, Dunedin 
East Gore .. 
Gore .. 
Otautau .. 
Pebbly Hills 
Invercargill South 
Invercargill Airfield .. 

1
1,550 

520 
350 

1,252 
1,345 
2,448 

80 
5 

245 
240 
180 
150 

8 
o 

62·9 43·4 
61·4 39·8 
65·5 45·5 
64·4 49·8 
66·8 45·2 

65·4 45·1 

66'31 46 '2 63·8 48·8 
62·9 46·3 

53·2 
50·6 
55·5 
57·1 
56·0 

55·2 
56·2 
56·3 
54·6 

-2·8 
-1·7 

-3·0 
(-2'2) 
(-1·4) 
-1·9 

(-1·2) 

-0·9 
(-1·6) 

82·8 
77·5 
84·4 
77·3 
87·0 

81·2 
85·0 
83·0 
79·8 

6 34·8 27 
6 35·8 I 17 
6 36·5 I 18 

Incomplete 
6 36·1 18 
6 31·5 17 
6 37·7 13 
7 42'4 5 
6 36'0 5 

6 35·2 5 
6 35·0 8 
7 37·8 5 
7 33·3 5 

2·00 
1·05 
1·43 
1·81 
2·28 

2·22 
2·97 
2·16 
2·14 

14 -0·95 
8 -0·71 

II (-0·88) 
II -1·14 
14 -0,53 

15 -0,79 
19 -0·51 
19 (-1·27) 
19 (-1·21) 

0·57 
0·22 
0·40 
0·57 
0·61 

0'72 
0·86 
0-56 
0'63 

25 
18 
28 
28 
25 

25 
25 
25 
25 

200·6 
223·4 

145·0 
146·0 

145·6 
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NOTE.-At statlOns where departures from normal are m parentheses, the temperature record has been mamtamed for less than ten years, 

the rainfall record for less than twenty years. Rainfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where 
observations are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the raingauge has been changed, the normals are partly interpolsted. 

NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR FEBRUARY 1953 
General.-The general pattern established in the three 

previous months of cloudy and rather cool conditions per­
sisted. Over the greater part of New Zealand, however, 
February proved to be considerably drier than the three 
previons months. In Westland, comparatively warm and 
sunny weather was again reported, but the rain which fell in 
that province was welcome, ending a prolonged dry spell in 
some areas and causing better growth. 

Dairy production was falling off in many districts_ Cattle 
were i.n good condition, but the excess moisture underfoot was 
causing foot-rot in sheep in many eastern districts_ It was a 
poor season for fattening lambs on account of the excessive 
growth of grass. In the northern half of the NOl'th Island 
blight continued to affect potato and tomato crops seriously. 

Rainfa!I.-RainfaU was below normal over the greater 
part of the country, and was less than half the average in 
southern Northland, Waikato, South Westland, and the 
Southern Lakes district. A small excess was recorded in 
western Taranaki, Wellington, and Buller. A moderate excess 
in the Manawatu and Wairarapa districts and near Wellington 
City was due to a rather high rainfall on the 12th associated 
with the passage across the country in this area of a deep 
depression. In Manawatu and Wairarapa the rain was asso­
ciated with considerable thunderstorm activity and some local 
flooding occurred. 

A moderate excess was also recorded in the Nelson­
Motueka-Takaka area; here the greater part of the rain fell 
from the 11th to the 13th, and serious flooding was reported 
in the Motueka River and its tributaries on the 12th. 

Temperature.-The pattern of temperature departures was 
very similar to that of January, but the departures from 
normal were not as large as in that month. Temperatures 
were slightly above normal in Westland, but below normal in 
all other districts. In North Canterbury, Wairarapa, and 
near Gisborne, temperatures were more than 2° F. below normal. 

Sunshine_-As in previous months, sunshine was above 
normal in Westland; slight surpluses being also recorded in 
South Canterbury and parts of Central Otago. Elsewhere 
sunshine was below normal, and the largest deficits were 
recorded between North Canterbury and Hawke's Bay. 
Wellington City's sunshine reached a record low value--more 
than two hours a day below average. 

Weather Sequence.-A depression which formed east of 
Tasmania moved over the central districts of New Zealand at 
the end of January. The cold front of this depression brought 
light to moderate rain on the 1st over western and northern 
districts of the North Island, and over North Westland and 
Buller, with scattered falls elsewhere. In the ridge of high 
pressure behind the cold front the weather cleared rapidly on 
the 2nd. 

A deterioration of weather occurred again with a cold 
front which passed on to Southland from the south on the 
3rd and moved slowly northward until it became very weak 

over the North Island on the 4th; rain was reported as far 
north as East Cape in eastern districts, and as far north as 
Hokitika in western districts. 

Behind the front an anticyclone moved 'on to the country 
and brought two days of settled weather to all districts. On 
the 7th, however, a depression near Norfolk Island moved 
slowly southward, and rain fell on the 7th and 8th in all 
districts except Canterbury and North and Central Otago. 
The depression became stationary on the 9th to the north­
east of North Cape, and fOl' two days drizzle and light rain 
were reported from northern and western districts of both 
islands. 

A deeper depression formed near Lord Howe Island early 
on the 10th and moved south-eastwards, deepening, and cross­
ing the country in the Manawatu-Wairarapa area on the 12th. 
Rain became general over the whole country, except in Central 
Otago and parts of South Westland and Fiordland. Southerly 
winds freshened behind the depression as it moved slowly 
eastward, and showers persisted in some eastern districts up 
to the 15th. On this day westerly conditions brought light 
rain to Southland, and on the 16th rain extended to Westland, 
Manawatu, and the National Park district, with scattered 
light falls elsewhere. 

On the 17th a weak ridge of high pressure brought fair 
weather to all districts except Hawke's Bay and Gisborne. 
During the 18th, however, a deep depression developed rapidly 
oil' the Canterbury coast, and general light or moderate rain 
resulted over the whole country. As the depression deepened 
and moved slowly eastwards, winds from a southerly quarter 
became general and temperatures became considerably colder. 
\Vinds of gale force were reported from Canterbury, Marl­
borough, and Wellington. A clearance occurred in the Westland 
and Auckland Provinces on the 19th, but showers persisted in 
other districts, and on the 20th showers were still reported 
from many eastern districts north of Christchurch. By the 
21st, however, a ridge of high pressure from an anticyclone 
over the Tasman Sea brought a welcome spell of four days 
of fair and milder weather to the greater part of the country. 

During the latter part of this period, a series of westerly 
depressions was passing far to the south and causing scattered 
light rain in parts of Southland. On the 25th a depression of 
this series formed oil' the Southland coast, and the associated 
cold front moved north-eastwards over the country_ Some 
damage was done by lightning in Invercargill, and damage 
was reported in Dunedin from a violent squall. General rain 
was reported over the South Island, and in southern and 
western districts ox the North Island. By the 27th a clearance 
had occurred except in some eastern districts, and on the 28th 
an anticyclone centred to the east brought fair weather to the 
greater part of the country. In the Bay of Plenty, however, 
the moist northerly winds brought conside!"able rain; while in 
eastern Southland and coastal Otago a small local depression 
caused unsettled weather. 

M. A. F. BARNETT, Director. 
(N.Z_ Met. S_ Misc. Pub. 107.) 


