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CLmaTOLOGICAL TABLE—continued
Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for May 1953—continued
a Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit) Rainfall in Inches
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Lincoln .. 36 | 56-5 | 38-8 | 47-6 | +1-1 | 68-2 27 | 27-2 29 | 2-38 18| -+0-00 | 0-78 13 | 120-3
The Hermitage 2,510 | 50-7 | 34-3 | 42-5 | +1-3 | 60-0| 8,9 | 20-0 21| 9-92 13| —38-54 | 3-60 26 | 87-6
Winchmore .. 525 | 55-6 | 36-2 | 45-9 | (+0-6) | 67-5 27 | 245 20 | 1-39 10 | (—0-64) | 0-48 13 .
Haast 15 | 56-8 | 42-6 | 49-7 | (4+0-2) | 69-2 2| 325 16 | 9-41 17 | (—1-47)| 2-28 26 | 110-6
Ashburton 323 | 56-9 | 37-4 | 47-2 | +0-5 | 69-0 7| 26-8 20 | 1-27 9| —1-28 | 0-47 13 | 119-0
TFairlie .. 1,004 | 56-9 | 31-0 | 44-0 | +0-5 | 68-0| 7,8 16-0 18 | 1-23 8| —0-72 | 0-52 26 e -
Timaru .. .. 56 | 55-6 | 38-1 | 46-8 | +0-0 | 67-8 10 | 27-4 21| 1-33 9| —0-20 | 0-48 14 | 126-1
Adair 200 | 54-5 | 40-3 | 47-4 | (40-1) | 66-8 24 | 32-0 21| 1-31 9| (—0-28)| 0-49 4 ..
Tara Hills .. 1,600 | 52:4 | 32-1 | 42-2 | (+1-2) | 63-2 7120-8 20 | 2-49 6| (+1-00)| 2-05 26 | 147-0
Milford Sound 20 | 55-0 | 38-5 | 46-8 | +0-5 | 63-6 21 30-3 19 [15-02 17 | (—6-55) | 2-42 26 ..
‘Waimate .. 200 | 57-8 | 37-9 | 47-8 | —0-1 | 73-0 10 | 285 21 | 1-64 11| —0-07 | 0-50 14 | 114-0
Frankton Airfield 1,144 | 53-9 | 34-1 | 44-0 .. 65-8 10 | 26-1 21| 1-81 11 .. 1-15 27 ..
Queenstown .. 1,100 | 52-7 | 37-1 | 44-9 | +0-6 | 65-9 91 29-2 21 | 2-34 10| —0-38 | 1-39 26 | 101-8
Cromwell 720 | 53-5 | 33-3 | 43-4 | (—0-4) | 67-3 9| 20-2 19 | 1-22 6 | (4+0-01)| 1-07 26 ..
Ophir . 1,000 | 54-4 | 29-6 | 42-0 | +0-9 | 64-8 91 16-2 21| 0-83 5| —0-23 | 0-62 26
Earnscleugh . . 500 | 54-3 | 296 | 42-0 | —0-2 | 66-5 91191 20 | 0-69 3| (—0-20)| 0-53 26| ..
Waipiata 1,650 | 51-2 | 32:6 | 41-9 | —0-6 | 60-0 22 1 18-8 20 | 0-52 2| —0-69 | 0-27 14 | 126-6
Alexandra 520 | 54-1 | 32-3 | 43-2 | +0-4 | 66-0 8| 20-6 20 | 0-67 5| —0-24 | 0-46 26 | 148-8
Roxburgh Hydro 350 | 55-0 | 365 | 45-8 .. 66-0 91251 20 | 0-71 9 | (—0-69) 0-38 26 B
Mid Dome .. .. {1,252 | 56-1 | 35-3 | 45-7 .. 66-0 6250 19 | 1-95 8 .. 0-79 15
Moa Flat, West Otago.. (1,345 | 51-0 | 35-6 | 43-3 .. 60-0 71274 20 | 0-86 10 | (—1-32)| 0-32 24
Manorburn Dam 2,448 | 48-7 | 30-0 | 39-4 | +0-9 | 57-0 22 | 22-5 18 | 0-84 5| —0-78 | 0-38 26 ..
Taieri . .. 80 | 54-8 | 34-4 | 44-6 | (—1-3)| 63-3 4| 247 20 | 0-79 13 | (—1-30)| 0-28 26 | 99-7
Musselburgh, Dunedin 5| 54-1|41-0| 476 | -+0-0 | 63-7 26 | 32-4 26 | 1-51 13| —0-88 | 0-57 16 | 97-6
East Gore .. .. 245 | 53-2 | 36-3 | 44-8 | +0-0 | 65-0 9| 24-0 20 | 2-36 15| —0-23 | 0-46 11 ..
Gore 240 | 53-7 | 35-7 | 44-7 | (—0-4) | 66-0 9| 24-0 20| 2-31 14 | (—0-28)| 0-42 11| 94-9
Otautau 180 | 53-2 | 34-5 | 43-8 | (—1-4)| 638 9211 20 | 3-27 16 | (—0-31)| 0-68 10| ..
Pebbly Hills .. 150 | 52-3 | 36-3 | 44-3 .. 64-0 91250 21| 2-76 16 | —0-47 | 0-48 11
Invercargill South .. 8529|376 45-2| —1-3 | 61-3 22 | 27-4 21| 3-12 17| —0-69 | 0:59 27 ..
Invercargill Airfield .. 052513471436 | —1-7 | 60-6 22 121-8 19 | 2-95 161 —0-79 | 0-55 271 94-6
LATE RETURNS
Waihi, April 1953 .. 354 | 65-6 | 49-8 | 57-7 | +0-3 | 712 24 | 30-2 16 |14-83 23| +47-18 | 3-69 30 | 122-8
‘Whakatane, April 1953 6 |67-5| 501|588 (4+0-3)| 72-1 14 | 36-8 16 | 7-47 15 | (4+2-82)| 2-65 1 ..
Lake Waikaremoana,

April 1953 . 12,100 | 58-2 | 46-4 | 52:3 | —0-6 | 67-5 1{37-0|12,16 | 6-64 13| —0-10 | 1-72 3 ..
Akaroa, April 1953 150 | 60-8 | 45-6 | 53-2 | —2:3 | 71-5 28 | 37-0 10 | 5-96 16 | (+3-26) | 1-37 6| 103-6
Haast, April 1953 156 | 59-7 | 44-5 | 521 | —1-7 | 65-6 31350 12 [14-46 19 | (+3-15) | 4-50 28 | 128-2
Gore, April 1953 240 | 59-4 | 42-2 | 50-8 | (+0-1)| 69-0 19 | 31-0 15 | 4-44 19 | (+1-59) | 0-84 13 | 120-4

NoTE.—At stations where departures from normal are in parentheses, the temperature record has been maintained for less than ten years,

the rainfall record for less than twenty years.

Rainfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where

observations are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the raingauge has been changed, the normals are partly interpolated.

NoTeES ON THE WEATHER FOR MaAv 1953

General.—Over the greater part of the country the
weather for May was dull, mild, and rather unsettled. In
Canterbury autumn sowings of wheat were made under good
conditions, and farmers in general regarded the weather as
reasonably good. There were a few exceptions, however,
chiefly in ‘the southern part of the North Island, where
conditions were much too wet for lambs. "In the Manawatu-
Rangitikei district there was a tendency for low-lying land
to become waterlogged. Some minor flooding was reported
from Auckland, Waikato, Buller, and Nelson during the
month. Gales were reported from Taranaki on three occasions.
Local damage was also caused by whirlwinds, on the 27th at
New Plymouth and on the 28th in Waikato.

Rainfall—East of the main ranges and in south
Westland rainfall was below mnormal with a 50 per cent
deficiency in northern Hawke’s Bay, Gisborne, and parts of
Otago, Southland, and north Canterbury. Over the remainder
of the country it was wetter than usual, especially about
Golden Bay and the Marlborough Sounds, where a few places
had double the average rainfall; in faect, in the Sounds it
was the wettest May for over thirty years.

Temperature—Temperatures were close to or above normal
over nearly all parts of the country. The departure exceeded
1°F. in North Canterbury, in parts of Westland, and over
the northern half of the North Island. South of Dunedin
temperatures were colder than usual by more than 1°m.

Sunshine—Apart from a slight excess in Central Otago
and parts of Southland, sunshine totals were well below
average. TFrom Buller and Marlborough northwards the deficit
was at least 30 hours, while near the Bay of Islands it was
60 hours. For Taranaki and Wellington May was the
seventh consecutive month of deficient sunshine.

Weather Sequence.—A depression which was situated west
of Northland for a start moved south-eastwards, crossing the
North Island on the 2nd. Rain was general as far south
as’ Christehurch, and some heavy falls were reported in east-
coast areas from Whangarei to Cape Palliser. Several
highways were under water, and flooding occurred in parts
of Auckland City. A south-easterly gale caused several power
failures in Taranaki.

From the 4th to the 6th an anticyclone travelled across
New Zealand, and settled weather prevailed over the greater

part of the country. A depression over the North Tasman

Sea began to affect the country on the 7th. At the same
time a disturbance passed far to the south, and rain soon
extended to all districts except Canterbury and Otago. A
depression which passed to the south and east of the South
Island on the 10th caused gales in parts of Southland and
Otago.  South-westerly conditions behind this depression
brought showers mainly to western and southern distriets of
the South Island.

A deep depression soon moved aecross the South Tasman
Sea and was off Westland by the 13th. Heavy rain developed
in western districts, with some flooding in the Buller area,
while from Taranaki came reports of damage from mnorth-
westerly gales. Rain spread to the remainder of the country
as the depression moved across the South Island on the 14th.
Cold southerlies then prevailed and increased to gale foree
about Wellington and Cook Strait. Heavy rains in this area
also caused some minor damage, with brief interruptions to
rail traffic owing to slips.

With the advance of an antieyclone from the Tasman
Sea the weather began to clear from the west on the 16th,
but showery southerly conditions persisted in eastern districts
for a further two days. Some unusually severe frosts were
recorded in Otago and Southland on the 21st and 22nd.

With the approach of two depressions from 'the west
and north-west respectively the weather began to deteriorate
on the West Coast and in Northland on the 22nd. The first
crossed ‘Otago and Southland on the 24th, while the second
moved slowly southward and eventually passed over the same
provinces on the 27th. Many districts were free of rain on
the 25th, but otherwise the weather remained generally
unsettled during the whole period. Taranaki reported econ-

-siderable damage from a mnorth-easterly gale on the 26th.

In Westland rain was heavy for several days. Flooding was
reported from Northland and Nelson on the 26th and from
‘Waikato on the 27th. .

By the 29th a ridge of high pressure extended on to
the country from an anticyelone over south-eastern Australia,
and fair weather prevailed for the remainder of the month.
In Northland and Auckland, however, showery weather per-
sisted as the result of the formation of a shallow depression
to the east of the North Island. Some scattered light rain
was also reported from Gisborne and Westland.
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