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CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE—continued
Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for December 1952—continued
g Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit). Rainfall in Inches.
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Christchurch 22 | 67-8 | 53-7 | 60-8 | -+1-0 | 78-7 31 | 44-3 17 | 2-26 12| —0-28 | 0-82 15 ..
Wigram .. 74 | 67-6 | 53-5 | 60-6 | (+0-6)| 79-9 31 | 43-0 17 | 2-10 11 | (—0-29)| 0-90 1(171-4
Rudstone, Methven 1,217 | 69+4 | 50-1 | 59-8| +2-3 | 846 30 | 41-0 17 | 5-49 21 | +4+1-37 | 1-23 11595
Akaroa 150 | 67-4 | 531 | 60-2 | —0-1 | 76-0 30 | 43-0 17 | 3-77 14 | (+1-07)| 1-92 1 ..
Lincoln . 36 | 68-8 | 51-0 | 59-9 | +1-2 | 817 31| 39-2 24 | 1-68 16 | —0-54 | 0-57 15 | 203-6
The Hermitage 2,510 | 65-8 | 466 | 56-2 | +1-6 | 78-0 26 | 36-1 16 | 7-27 14| —5-65 | 1:50 30 | 176-1
Winchmore .. 626 | 67-5 | 50-3 | 58-8 | (-+1-1)| 80-0 27 | 41-6 24 | 3-43 13 | (+0-63)| 1-19 1 ..
Haast 15 | 65-5 | 50-7 | 58-1 | (+1-4)| 70-5 10 | 43-8 18 | 6-98 10 | (—5-60)| 1-82 13 | 212-7
Ashburton 323 |°69-8 | 52-2 | 61-0 | +1-9 | 82-0 27 | 40-6 16 | 3-42 13| +0-41 | 0-84 1| 177-3
Fairlie .. 1,004 | 69-4 | 45-9 | 57-6 | +0-5 | 81-5 |30,31 | 35-0 17 | 3-05 14 | +0-16 | 0-65 1 .
Lake Tekapo 2,400 | 70-2 | 48-5 | 59-4 .. 85-0 5374 16 | 1-47 11| —0-35 | 0-64 3| 234:2
Timaru .. 56 | 71-3 | 50-9 | 61-1 | +2-4 | 83:0 14 | 41-5 |17,18 | 2-99 8| +0-33 | 0-90 11959
Adair 200 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Tara Hills .. 1,600 | 71-5 | 47-4 | 59-4 | (+1-5)| 85-3 29 | 36-8 17 | 1-53 11| —0-47 | 0-48 9| 201-0
Milford Sound 20 | 66-0 | 50-8 | 58-4 | +3-0 | 70-1 29 | 42-7 7 |14-68 14 | —8-68 | 4-78 30| ..
Waimate 200 | 68-4 | 51-5 | 60-0 | +2-2 | 79-0 14 | 42-0 17 | 2+79 11| —0-14 | 1-27 1| 149:7
Queenstown . . .. {1,100 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. e ..
Cromwell .. . 720 | 75-2 | 51-8 | 63-5 | (+3-3)| 89-9 29 | 41-0 16 | 1-50 11 | (+0-22)| 0-53 10
Ophir . 1,000 | 72:6 | 47-9 | 602 | +1-9 | 87:2 29 | 37-0 24 | 1-80 8| —0:02 | 0-84 10
Earnscleugh .. 500 | 72-9 | 49-6 | 61-2 | (+1-6) | 88:0 27 | 87-9 16 | 1:22 7| (—0-04)| 0-50 3
Waipiata 1,550 | 65-8 | 466 | 56-2 | +0-2 | 84-2 27 | 38-0 16 | 1-45 7| —0-74 | 0-41 3 ..
Alexandra . .. 520 | 75-1 | 51-9 | 635 | -43-2 | 90-9 27 | 405 16 | 0-97 9| —0-33 | 0-40 32079
Roxburgh Hydro 350 | .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .
id Dome .. .. 1,252 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. ..
Moa Flat, West Otago (1,345 | 665 | 47-6 | 57-0 .. 78-3 27 | 37:9 16 | 1-36 7| (—1-60) | 0-36 1
Manorburn Dam .. [2,448 | 63-5 | 43-0 | 532 | +1-7 | 78-0 27 | 34-5 16 | 1-67 9| —0-29 | 0-43 3 ..
Taieri .. . 80 | 67:3 | 50-0 | 58-6 | (+2-6) | 79-3 30 | 416 9| 1:45 11 | (—1-11)| 0-58 6| 174-6
Musselburgh, Dunedin 51|65-7|52:6|59-2| +2-4 | 775 14 | 42-5 10 | 1-53 13| —1-35 | 0-32 14 | 178-9
East Gore .. .. | 245|705 | 49-7 | 60-1 | +3-4 | 83-0 25 | 39-0 16 | 2-36 14| —0-72 | 0-45 30| ..
Gore 240 | .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . RS .
Otautau .. 180 | 68-3 | 47-6 | 58-0 | (+2-6)| 79-6 27 .1°37-4 10 | 2-07 10 | (—0-95)| 0-67 7 .
Pebbly Hills .. 150 | 69-8 | 48-6 | 59-2 .. 80-0 27 | 40-0 | 9,16 | 2-52 15 | (—1-00) | 0-68 7
Invercargill South .. 8]67:6|50-8|59-2| +3-4 | 788 28 | 421 9| 2-37 9| (—1-31)| 0-85 T
Invercargill Airfield 0] 657 |48:4 | 57:0 | (+2-0)| 75-7 27 | 38-6 9| 257 10 | (—1-03) | 1-06 71197-2
LATE RETURNS
Te Paki Te Hapua, | 200 | 66-5 | 54-4 | 60-4 | (+0-4)| 70-1 11 | 45-1 25 | 7-87 17 | (+4-76) | 2-09 51 204-0
Nov., 1952
Paerata, Nov., 1952 . 40 | 66-8 | 51-1 | 59-0 | (+0-2)| 72-2 28 1 41-2 20 | 9-75 24 | +6-51 | 1-27 21
Cromwell, Nov., 1952 .. 11,100 | 66-4 | 45-2 | 55-8 | (+0-4)| 80-0 29 | 35-0 13 | 0-53 11 | (—0-69) | 0:11 1
Roxburgh Hydro, Nov., | 350 | 65-2 | 43-5 | 54-4 . 79-6 17 | 33-0 20 | 1-68 13 | (—0-08) | 0-22 18
1952 ’ .

NoTE.—At stations where departures from normal are in parentheses, the temperature record has been maintained for less than ten
years, the rainfall record for less than twenty years. Rainfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-1950.
Where observations are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the raingauge has been changed, the normals are partly

interpolated.

. Nores ON THE WEATHER FOR DECEMBER 1952

General.—The unsettled weather of the preceding month
continued on through the first half of December, Conditions then
improved greatly in the south and west, and in the final quarter the-
whole country enjoyed a spell of warm settled weather. In the
North Island shearing was seriously delayed and it was a bad season
for lambs. Due to lack of sunshine many farmers were unable to
cut hay and converted the grass into silage instead. Blight seriously
affected many vegetable crops.

Further south conditions were much more favourable especially
in Otago and Southland. Fruitgrowers in Central Otago were
expecting a good harvest.

Rainfall—Rainfall was above average over the North Island,
and in Nelson, Marlborough, and Canterbury. Over much of this
area the excess was slight, but east of the main North Island ranges
and in northern Marlborough there was more than double the average
December rainfall. The only areas with a 50-per-cent deficiency
were south-eastern Otago and central Westland.

There was considerable thunderstorm activity during the month,
especially in the first half, and reports of local flooding and hail
damage were received from several districts including Otago and
Hawke’s Bay. , ) '

Temperatures.—Mean temperatures were close to the average in
eastern and northern districts of the North Island, but elsewhere
were appreciably above average, especially in the south where the
departure was 2° ¥. to 3° F.

Sunshine—~The highest sunshine totals were recorded in
Westland—a most unusual distribution of sunshine for December.
It was also sunnier than usual in Southland and on the east coast
south of Timaru. Elsewhere there was a marked deficiency of sun-
shine, especially in Marlborough, Nelson, Northland, and east of the
main North Island ranges. Gisborne’s record low figure was
equivalent to three hours a day below average. ) :

Weather Sequence.—At the beginning of the month a depression
was centred north-east of Auckland with a trough extending south-
westwards across the Dominion to ‘a small low-pressure centre off
Westland. A weakening ridge lay to the south. The northern
depression moved away to the east while the other advanced slowly
north-eastwards to reach Northland on the 4th. During this period
the weather was dull and unsettled with moderate rainfall over most

of the country and numerous thunderstorms, but only light falls in'

the south and west. There was a temporary clearance in the South
Island during the 4th.

After crossing Northland the depression turned south-eastwards
causing heavy rain and strong easterly winds for a time in the Auck-
land Province. It passed away beyond the Chatham Islands on the
7th. By that time rain had again become general with the arrival of a
vigorous depression whose centre crossed Southland during the after-
noon of the 7th. Unsettled showery weather continued for the next
three days and there was much thunderstorm activity, chiefly in
the North Island. A secondary depression crossed the middle districts
from the west during the 9th.

An anticyclone gave fine weather on the 11th and 12th. North-
erly winds then became strong in exposed places ahead of the trough
associated with a deep depression which passed close to Southland
during the 14th. At that time the trough, accompanied by a broad
band of rain, was proceeding eastwards across the North Island.
A change to cool southerlies occurred about twenty-four hours later.
The weather began to clear from the west and south with the advance
of an intense anticyclone which later crossed the South Island on
the night of the 16th; but the development of a depression east of
the North Island caused rain to continue intermittently between
Cook Strait and East Cape. Elsewhere the weather became fine and
warm.

The advance of an anticyclone across the South Tasman Sea
and to the south of New Zealand brought cloud and drizzle to the
south-eastern part of the South Island on the 19th, while easterlies
began to increase in the north with the approach of a tropical cyclone.
Rain spread rapidly southwards as far as Marlborough and Nelson on
the 20th, with heavy falls and easterly gales affecting much of the
Auckland province. The centre passed west of Northland, then
moved south-eastwards to cross the Wellington province, greatly
reduced in intensity, during the 22nd.

A small anticyclone over the Tasman Sea developed considerably
and later became established over the Dominion, bringing a very
welcome spell of warm, settled weather which lasted from the 24th
to the 29th. A weak trough to the south caused a few scattered
showers in Southland and Fiordland on the 26th and 27th, but on the
30th another trough moving slowly north-eastwards over the South
Island was accompanied by rain and a change to moderate southerlies.
By the end of the month the southerly change had just passed Cook
Strait.
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