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Cr.nu.TOLOGIOAL TA.BLE--oonti11ued 

Summary of the Re,eord8 of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for January 1955-continued 

i::i Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit) Rainfall in Inches 

~i-i "'. I Absolute Maximum and Maximum +>00 Means of Bright 
Station 

Christchurch .. 
igram .. .. 
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ilf ord Sound .. 
aimate .. .. 
aseby .. .. 
rankton Airfield .. 
ueenstown .. .. 
romwell .. .. 
phir .. .. 
arnscleugh .. .. 
aipiata .. .. 
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id Dome .. .. 
oa Flat, West Otago .. 
anorburn Dam* 
oxburgh Hydro 
aieri .. 
usselburgh, Dunedin 
apanui .. 
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ore .. 
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Max. t:tl 

·Ft. oF. 
22 73·5 
74 73·2 

150 74·6 
36 74·7 

1,102 71·4 
2,510 67·9 

525 73·2 
15 65·2 

323 76·4 
1,004 · 73·0 

56 72·4 
200 69·8 

1,600 75·5 
20 65·6 

200 73·1 
2,300 70·4 
1,144 72·2 
1,100 72·8 

720 77·2 
1,000 74·6 

500 73·8 
1,550 69·7 

520· 75·9 
1,252 70·6 
1,345 66·0 
2,448 66·4 

350 73·5 
80 70·2 
5 68·1 

550 68·6 
245 70·7 
240 70·3 
180 67·7 
150 69·0 

8 66·2 
0 65·6 

Mean 
of Difference s A From 

B and Normal a 
Min. B r.! 

~ 

oF. oF. oF. 
53·6 63·6 +2·2 91·7 
53·5 63·4 (+2·2) 88·8 
54·1 64·4 +2·4 88·0 
51·5 63·1 +2·7 89·8 
50·2 60·8 .. 82·3 
48·8 58·4 +2·6 75·0 
49·3 61·2 (+1·6) 88·0 
50·2 57.7 (-0·4) 70·0 
49·9 63·2 +2·2 93·0 
45·2 59·1 -0·1 86·0 
51·8 62·1 +0·5 90·8 
50·4 60·1 (+l·l) 86·_.7 
47·7 61·6 (+1·6) 83·3 
51·1 58·4 +1·2 72·7 
50·9 62·0 +1·8 90·4 
43·9 57·2 . . 83·7 
49·1 60·6 .. 81·2 
50·8 61·8 +2·4 82·4 
52·8 65·0 (+2·9) 84·2 
48·5 61·6 +1·4 82·8 
49·5 61·6 (+0·6) 82·5 
49·5 59·6 +1·6 82·2 
51·7 63·8 +2·1 84·9 
47.7 59·2 .. 82·0 
45·6 55·8 .. 78·1 
43·1 54·8 +1·7 75·0 
49·5 61·5 .. 84·0 
48·3 59·2 ( +I ·4) 87·4 
51·6 59·8 (+1·6) 84·1 
48·3 58·4 .. 81·8 
48·4 59·6 +1·6 86·0 
48·1 59·2 (+0·8) 86·0 
47.7 57.7 (+0·6) 82·2 
47·8 58·4 .. 84·3 
50·7 58·4 (+1·2) 79·3 
48·1 56·8 (+0·6) 79·4 

Minimum No. 
Total of s Fall Rain 

Date ;::l Date Days s 
~ 

oF. In. 

I 7 41·6 28 1·04 IO 
3, 7 43·8 23,28 1·04 7 

3 45·0 28,29 1·01 9 
3 38·8 12 0·89 4 
3 41·1 28 1·40 9 
6 35·0 28 13·40 11 

20 39·3 28 0·91 7 
19 39·4 28 12·98 16 
21 39·8 28 0·89 6 
30 34·0 21 1·68 10 
30 38·1 28 1·04 8 
30 41·0 28 1·11 10 

6 36·6 6 1·25 7 
9 41·4 28 30·82 20 

20 45·4 27 1·52 10 
9 31·0 6 3·69 9 

19 40·9 29 3·03 10 
20 42·8 22 3·40 9 

9, 31 44.3 29 2·01 8 
6 36·2 6 3·10 8 

6,30 38·8 6 1·74 9 
9 35·2 28 2·68 8 
9 43·5 6 1·58 10 
9 36·3 22 4.34 15 
9 36·3 28 5.97 16 

24 35.5 6 2·19 9 
12 41·0 6 3·18 12 
20 36·6 29 3·92 15 
30 42·2 28 3·62 16 

9 40·6 22 4·76 10 
9 40·0 22 4·02 19 
9 40·0 28,29 3·96 16 
9 38·0 29 5·87 17 
9 38·0 29 5·52 19 

31 42·0 29 5·86 20 
30 38·8 29 5.59 21 

Fall 
Difference 

From ... 
Normal = ;::l 

0 a 
""1 

In. 
-1·19 0·22 
(-l ·05) 0·30 
(-2·31) 0·50 
-1·21 0·31 

.. 0·59 
-5·39 6·50 
-1·53 0·30 

(-2·07) 2·50 
-1·74 0·43 
-1·34 0·44 
-1·33 0·24 
(-l ·43) 0·24 
(-0·97) 0·52 
+4·44 6·81 
-1·09 0·38 

.. 1·46 

.. 1·25 
+0·37 1·46 
+0·23 0·87 
+1·26 0·82 

( +0· 12) 0·63 
+0·67 1·08 
-0·26 0·57 

.. 1·31 
(+3·25) 1·69 
+O·Ol 0·93 

(+1·40) · 1,12·· 
(+1·54) 1·37 
+0·89 1·05 

.. 1·11 
+0·94 0·77 

(+0·88) 0·83. 
(+2·70) 1·34 
( +l ·94) 1·39 
(+2·05) 1·67 
(+1·86) 1·69 

"' 1 
A 

16 
2 

27 
27 
21 
30 
21 
30 
22 
10 
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21 
20 
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20 
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20 
20 
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20 
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10 
10 

-- 10-· 
10 
10 
10 
3 
3 
9 
3 
3 
3 

Sun-
shlne 

Hrs. 
.. 
.. 

249· 
247·1 

3 

9 204· 
186·3 
.. 

178·7 
215·6 
.. 

209·1 
.. 

220•5 
.. 

199·3 
.. 
.. 

249·0 
.. 
.. 
.. 

236·8 
224·5 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

180·3 
191·0 
.. 
.. 

185·8 
. . 
.. 
.. 

189·3 

* Observations for 23 days only. 

NoT.E.-At stations where departures from norm~l are in parentheses, the tem~erature record has been maintained for less than ten years, 
the ramfall record for less than twenty years. Ramfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where 
observations are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the rain-gauge has been changed, the normals are partly interpolated. 

NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR JANUARY 1955 
General.-J anuary was a warm, dry month. For many districts, 

especially between Hamilton and Nelson and Blenheim, rainfall was 
lower than in any January since 1928. Good rains which had fallen 
shortly before the Christmas period greatly benefited pastures and 
crops. Harvesting and haymaking suffered few interruptions during 
January. Fruit crops were good, and stock were reported to be in 
good condition. However, by the end of the month the countryside 
was looking very parched. 

Gales caused some damage in Otago and Canterbury on the 3rd. 
Rainfall.-Rainfall was less than half the normal value over most 

of the country north of Westport and Timaru. The deficiency was 
greatest in Waikato, South Taranaki, Wellington Province from 
Rangitikei southward, and the vVaimea-Sounds-Wairau area of 
Nelson and Marlborough. In fact one station in the eastern part of 
the Sounds recorded no rain at all. 

There was an appreciable surplus over most of Southland and in 
Central Otago. 

A series of rather severe thunderstorms affected Hawke's Bay, 
Gisborne, and the Bay of Plenty on the night of the 17th and the 
early morning of the 18th. 

Temperatures.-Temperatures were mainly one degree to two 
degrees above normal. The highest departures of over two degrees 
were recorded about the Bay of Islands, in Central Otago, and in the 
Ashburton - Christchurch - Banks Peninsula area. In many districts 
the 18th to the 21st was a particularly warm period. 

Sunshine.-Sunshine was mainly about normal. The Wairarapa and 
most of Canterbury from Christchurch southward were· favoured with 
a surplus of twenty to forty hours. In the Waikato and King Country, 
and in parts of the Gisborne district, it was appreciably cloudier than 
usual, with a deficit exceeding twenty hours. 

Wea.ther Sequence.-With an anticyclone extending on to New 
Zealand from the North Tasman Sea the weather on the 1st was 
generally fair. Conditions deteriorated with the approach of a very 
deep depression from the South Tasman Sea, and as it passed close to 
the Southland coast on the 3rd there were strong gales in southern 
and eastern districts of the South Island. Considerable rain was 
reported on the West Coast and in the far south, and lighter falls in 
western districts of the N ::irth Island. There was further rain in 
western and far southern districts on the 4th and 5th as a deep depres
sion passed to the south. 

A large anticyclone covered New Zealand on the 6th, and fine 
sunny weather again prevailed. During the next two days there was 
a deterioration in Fjordland with the passage of another deep depres
sion far to the south. From the 9th to the 11th, as a trough of low 
pressure passed slowly eastward, there were moderate falls in western 
and southern districts of the South Island; but nearly all parts of the 
country received some beneficial rain, Hawke's Bay and the Wairarapa 
being the chief exceptions. 

For the next five days pressures were comparatively high over New 
Zealand. With a depression near Norfolk Island, winds over the North 
Island were light easterly or southerly. The weather was mainly fair 
to cloudy, but there were scattered showers in Auckland Province 
and in Nelson and Marlborough. On the 17th and 18th pressures were 
st~ll high, but severe,. thunderstorms were reported in Hawke's Bay, 
G1sborne, and Bay 01 Plenty, and there was some rain in western and 
southern districts of the _ South Island with _ the pas_sage of a weak 
trough. · 

On the 19th conditions remained unsettled in Fjordland and West
land with the approach of a trough of low pressure, which passed 
slowly north-eastward over the country during the next three days. 
It was preceded by rather warm weather, but brought welcome rain 
which was, however, considered insufficient in many North Island 
districts. With an anticyclone over the North Tasman Sea, the weather 
on the 23rd was mainly fair, but during the next three days there was 
light rain again in western and far southern districts of the South 
Island as a deep depression passed to the south. Some more general 
and very welcome rain accompanied a cold front which crossed the 
country on the 27th. 

On the 28th and 29th an anticyclone again extended on to the 
country from the North Tasman Sea, and the weather was fair or 
fine apart from showers on the coast in the southern half of the South 
Island. On the last two days of the month a north-westerly air
stream covered the country, while a trough of low pressure moved 
slowly over the South Island. There was heavy rain on the West 
Coast, and some light falls in eastern districts as far north as Timaru. 

M. A. F. BARNETT, Director. 

(N.Z. Met. S. Misc. Pub. 107) 


