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CLIMATOLOGICAL, TABLE—continued
Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfoll, and Sunshine for April 1955—continued
g Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit) Rainfall in Inches
Ei | Absolute Maximum and Maximum ioh
Station 22 Means of Mean Minimum No. Fall BST!%-t

Co of | Difference Total of | Difference shine

£5 A From E g Fall | Rain From °

.gofé A B and | Normal g Date g Date Days Normal E}

ﬁ Max. Min, B = E g 43

g g < A

Ft. °F. °F. °F. °F. °F. In. In. Hrs.
Christchurch 22| 66-1 | 47-1 | 56-6 | --3-1 | 81-6 8| 356 21 | 0-81 71 —1-04 | 0-39 29 ..
Wigram 74 | 64-9 | 46-7 | 55-8 | (43-0) | 81-0 17 | 34-8 21 | 0-50 71(—1-22)| 0-23 29 ..
Akaroa 150 | 66-6 | 48-5 | 57-6 | +2-1 | 86-0 17 | 39-0 18 1 1:21 10 | (—1-49) | 0-40 29 | 143-7
Lincoln 36 | 66-7 | 44-5 | 55-6 | +3-2 | 84-9 8| 31-8 23 | 0-47 9| —1-35 | 0-22 29 | 154-3
Highbank . |1,102 | 63-5 | 45-9 | 54-7 .. 78-4 81365 30 | 0-52 7 .. 0-11 (17,20 | 156-2
The Hermitage 2,510 | 62-7 | 42-0 | 524 | +4-3 | 73-0 13 | 32-0 128,30 | 9-25 8| —8-17 | 2:70 3| 151-2
Winchmore .. 525 | 64-8 | 43-3 | 54-0 | (+2-8)| 81-0 8 |32:0 123,24 | 0-18 41 (—2-12)| 0-10 14 ..
Haast 15| 62-3 | 47-9 | 55-1 | (+1-3) | 67-4 15 | 34-8 30 |11-50 14 | (+0-19)| 3-33 111350
Ashburton 323 | 67-2 | 44-9 | 56-0 | +1-4 | 85-2 8| 31-8 24 1 0-21 41 —2-20 | 0-08 4 | 144-5
Fairlie 1,004 | 63-2 | 46-1 | 52-2 | +2-0 | 84-0 8| 26-0 25| 0-25 9| —2-12 | 0-11 26 ..
Timaru 56 | 64-9 | 47-1 | 56-0 | +3-0 | 82-4 81353 25 | 2-57 9| +0-91 |1-99 21 | 133-3
Adair . .. 200 | 626 | 47-0 | 54-8 | (+2-7)| 85-2 8 | 38-3 25 | 0-80 71 (—0-94)| 0-40 21 ..
Tara Hills, Omarama .. {1,600 | 65-8 | 38-7 | 52-2 | (+-2-5) | 81-0 81235, 250-13 61 (—1-68)) 0-05 26 | 174-9
Milford Sound 20 | 62-0 | 46-4 | 54-2 | +3-2 | T4-7 16 | 38-1 29 |17-44 11| —4-34 | 4-90 1 ..
Waimate 200 | 650 | 47-0 | 56-0 | +3-4 | 86-8 8 | 36-2 24 1 0-97 74 —0-87 | 0-70 21 | 121-2
Naseby x 2,300 | 60-7 | 37-3 | 49-0 .. 80-2 8 126-0 25 | 0-43 7 .. 0-12 14,17 ..
Frankton Airfield - 1,144 Incom plete
Queenstown .. 1,100 | 62-7 | 44-2 | 53-4 | +2-7 | 81-2 81339 24 | 2-10 16| —0-94 | 0-75 16 | 137-5
Cromwell 720 | 67-3 | 41-5 | 54-4 | 4+3-9 | 82-0 8] 25-4 25 | 0-31 7| (—1-14)] 0-10 16 ..
Ophir 1,000 | 65-7 | 87-7 | 51-7 | +2-4 | 79-0 8] 20-0 251 0-12 3| —1-35 | 0-06 8
Earnscleugh .. 500 | 66-1 | 39-5 | 52-8 | (+2-4)| 81-5 81230 124,25 | 0-10 51 (—1-18)| 0-03 1,7 ..
Waipiata 1,550 | 61-4 | 38-9 | 50-2 | +0-7 | 78-0 8 | 27-5 24 1 0-30 4| —1-18 .. .. 155-6
Alexandra 520 | 66-6 | 41-6 | 54-1 | +3-0 | 81-0 8| 26-1 24 1 0-18 6 —1-17 | 0-09 29 | 163-7
Mid Dome .. .. (1,252 | 61-7 | 41-1 | 51-4 .. 79-0 71310 23 | 2-87 13 .. 0-75 16 ..
Moa Flat, West Otago |1,345 | 58-6 | 417 | 50-2 .. 79-2 8 | 32-7 25 | 2-81 13| +0-54 | 0-81 1
Mossburn . .. 961 | 60-3 | 41-4 | 50-8 .. 74-0 81 29-1 24 1 2-19 12 .. 0-83 16
Manorburn Dam* 2,448 | 59-3 | 86-3 | 47-8 | +2-5 | 70-0 11| 25-0 26 { 0-90 10} —0-92 | 0-45 29
Roxburgh Hydro 350 | 65-3 | 43-2 | 54-2 .. 83-3 8| 29-8 25 | 1-53 71 (+0-11)! 0-55 28+ ..
Taieri .. .. 80 | 62-0 | 43-2 | 52-6 | +1-3 | 84:0 8| 28-8 25| 1-86 11| —0-24 | 0-66 1] 121-9
Musselburgh, Dunedin 5160-9|47-4{54-21 +1-4 |79-8 8129-8 23 | 2-48 134 —0-01 | 0-64 11 117-8
Tapanui .. .. 550 | 65-5 | 43-5 | 54-5 .. 83-9 8| 33-8 25 | 3-99 13 .. 0-89 1 ..
East Gore 245 | 61-1 | 434 | 522 | +1-8 | 79-0 81300 23 | 4-03 15 +1-18 | 1-28 1 ..
Gore 240 | 61-8 | 42-9 | 524 | (4+1-7)| 81-0 81| 31-0 28 | 3-68 15 | (40-83) | 1-17 1] 116-7
Otautau 180 | 60-9 | 44-7 | 52:8 | (+3:1)| 75-0 81277 24 | 4-42 14 | (-+0-82) | 1-61 1 ..
Pebbly Hillg 150 | 60-9 | 44-0 | 52-4 .. 77-0 81295 23 | 4-49 16 | (+0-82)| 1-14 1
Invercargill South 816051 46-3 | 53-4| +26 | 77-0 8| 31-2 28 | 4-30 17 | (++0-52) | 0-82 1 ..
Invercargill Airfield 0159-0144-1151-61(41-7)169-2 19 | 27-4 28 | 4-43 18 | (4-0-78 | 0-84 1 90-9

*Qbservations for 22 days only.
LATE RETURNS

Dannevirke, Sept. 1954 | 685 | 57-6 | 41:8 | 49-7 660 7129-9 22| 1-3¢ 12| (—1-88)]0-39 | 21
Dannevirke, Oct. 1954 | 685 | 61-8 | 415 | 516 71-9 23 | 26-0 16 | 1:91 71 (—2-00)| 0-75 13
Dannevirke, Nov. 1954 | 685 | 67-9 | 51:3 | 59-6 76-8 | 16 | 37-2 41307 13 ] (—0-44)} 0-99 18
Dannevirke, Dec. 1954 | 685 | 67-8 | 514 | 59-6 . 77-5 9 | 40-1 2| 5-66 16 | (+2-52) | 0-87 20 ..
Wallaceville, Mar. 1955 | 195 | 69-1 | 50:8 | 60-0 | (--2:6) | 80-8 10 [ 323 19 | 1-99 9 | (—0-86)| 1-01 14 | 152:2
Glore, Mar. 1955 240 | 66-5 | 45:3 | 55-9 | (+0-5)| 83-0 9 | 34.0 20 | 2-06 13 | (—1-05)| 0-83 8 | 151+7

Norr.—At stations where departures from normal are in parentheses, the temperature record has been maintained for less than ten years,
the rainfall record for less than twenty years. Rainfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where
observations are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the rain-gauge has been changed, the normals are partly interpolated.

Nores oN Tiur WEATHER FOR APRIL 1955

General.—It was the warmest April since 1938 and one of the
warmest on record. For the first two weeks the weather was mainly
settled, and by mid-month there was a serious shortage of feed in
some areas, especially where the March rainfall had been inadequate
as in Waikato, King Country, and parts of Canterbury. Good rains
in the second half of the month restored most North Island pastures,
but conditions remained too dry in Canterbury. In many parts of the
country the combination of warm weather and sufficient rain proved
beneficial to growth.

Heavy rain in Hawke’s Bay on the 22nd and 23rd caused disruption
to rail and road.transport, and the Kopuawhara River overflowed
its banks.

A local whirlwind near Waitara in North Taranaki on the 27th
damaged three houses, uprooted trees, and smashed telegraph poles.

The last three days brought a sudden change to wintry conditions,
with strong south-westerly gales over most of the South Island and
the first snow since November ¢n the mountains of the North Island.

Rainfall—Rainfall was appreciably below normal over almost the
whole of the South Island and alsc over Northland. In Canterbury
and North and Central Otago rainfall was less than a third of the
normal value; some stations received only a quarter of an inch.

There was a surplus in eastern districts of the North Island from
Castlepoint to Whakatane and also over the central plateau from
Taihape to Rotorua. In Gisborne and Hawke’s Bay rainfall was more
than double the normal value, and about three-quarters of the monthly
total fell between the 21st and the 24th; several stations recorded
9 to 12 inches of rain over this 4-day period. )

Temperatures.—Temperatures were above normal over the whole
country;and departures were mainly 2 to 3 degrees. For most districts
the weather had been warmer than usual over each of the six months
from November to April.

Sunshine.—Sunshine was mainly about normal. Marlbcrough and
inland Canterbury were favoured with a surplus of about 30 hcurs,
while there was a deficiency of 20 hours in parts of the Auckland
Province, Hawke’s Bay, and Westland.

Weather Sequence.~On the lst and 2nd an anticyclone covered
the North Island, and the weather was fair apart from rain in western

and far southern districts of the South Island accompanying the
passage of a slow-moving trough. During the next two days a depres-
sion passed close to Southland, and the associated trough of low
pressure brought some more general and welcome rain which did not,
however, reach eastern districts from Oamaru to Fast Cape.

From the 5th to the 15th two anticyclones passed slowly across
New Zealand, with particularly high pressures from the 10th tc the
12th. Over the North Island, Nelson, Marlborough, and inland Can-
terbury the weather remained fair to fine for the whole 11-day period.
Over the remainder of the South Island the weather was mainly
settled, but light rain fell in western and southern districts on the
7th and 8th, and there were a few showers on the south and east
coasts on the 14th.

On the 16th and 17th nearly all parts of the country received some
rain during the passage of a trough of low pressure associated with a
depression which crossed the southern half of the South Island. The
woather cleared temporarily in the south, but light rain persisted
over the Auckland Province on the 18th and spread slowly southward
over the remainder of the North Island with the passage of another
trough during the next three days. A depression formed in the trough
near Auckland City and moved across the Bay of Plenty. South-
easterly winds developed over the North Island and rain became
heavy in ecastern districts on the 22nd and 23rd, especially in Gis-
borne and Hawke’s Bay. As the depression moved away on the 24th
some rain still persisted from Wairarapa to Gisborne, but on Anzac
Day the weather was temporarily fine over the whole country.

Conditions deteriorated again on the 26th and 27th with the slow
eastward passage of another trough of low pressure and the presence of
two depressions tc the south. Rain soon became general, and on the
28th and 26th a southerly change swept over the country, bringing
wintry weather. Strong gales affected many districts, especially from
Invercargill to Christchurch, interfering with coastal shipping and
air transport. Only Westland and inland areas of the South Island
escaped most of the showery weather. With rising pressures on the
30th the weather improved but a few showers were still reperted in
eastern districts.

R. G. SIMMERS, Acting Director.
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