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CLiMATOLOGICAL. TABLE—cOniinued
Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for August 1955—continued
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Ashley Forest 460 | 54-3 | 40-1 | 47-2 | (+3-4)| 70-8 26 | 31-0 21 | 209 12 | (—0-61)| 0-50 31 ..
Darfield 640 | 54-6 | 35-9 | 45-2 | +2-3 | 72-3 26 | 26-9 21| 1-56 11| —0-91 ) 0-38 26| ..
Harewood .. 94 | 54-8 | 36-9 | 45-8 .. 71-5 26 | 27-2 2111-06 11 .. 0-30 11 129-2
Christchurch 22 | 55-8 | 37-5 | 46-6 | +2-3 | 72-4 26 | 28-2 211 1-05 15| —1-00 | 0-29 31 ..
Wigram .. 74 | 55-2 | 37-4 | 46:3 | (+2-1)| 72-6 26 | 27-9 21 | 0-87 11 | (—1-05)| 0-20 1] ..
Akaroa 150 | 52-5 | 41-2 | 46-8 | +2-4 | 68-8 26 | 32-0 21 | 2-44 15 | (—1-54) | 0-83 19| 97-2
Lincoln 36 | 57-3 | 35-9 | 466 | 43-5 | 78-0 81260 21 {1-00 15| —1-08 | 0-24 29 | 123-4
Highbank 1,102 | 52-2 | 38-1 | 45-2 .. 66-0 26 | 31-8 21| 1-73 12 .. 0-44 26 | 144-2
The Hermitage 2,510 | 46-0 | 30-0 | 38-0 | +0-0 | 56-0 25 | 22-0 22 |17-52 16 | +5-09 | 4-80 26 | 91-4
Winchmore .. 525 | 537 | 36-2 | 45-0 | (+2-7)| 69-0 (24,26 | 26-0 21 { 1-02 13 | (—0-85) | 0-26 51 ..
Haast 15 | 53-8 | 38-5 | 476 | (+1-7)| 59-2 13 | 315 19 12-56 21 | (—1-74) | 2-02 27 | 116-7
Ashburton 323 | 55+6 | 35-8 | 45:7 | +2-0 | 72-0 26 | 27-2 4 (1-09 12| —1-23 | 0-38 51 126-0
Fairlie 1,004 | 54-6 | 31-5 | 43-0 | +2-8 | 72-0 26 | 21-0 21| 1-79 13| —0-11 | 0-60 31 ..
Timaru 56 | 53-9 | 37-5 | 45-7T | +1-9 | 728 26 | 31-3 8| 1-11 81 —0-35 {0-50 51113-2
Adair ..} 200 | 52-7 | 38-6 | 456 | (4+1-7)| 71-6 26 | 31-0 5| 1-05 9| (—0-57)| 0-50 5| ..
Tara Hills, Omarama .. {1,600 | 49-4 | 31-3 | 40-4 | (+1-4)| 61-6 26 | 20-4 21 | 1-89 12 | (+0-66) | 1-08 26 | 130-0
Milford Sound 20 | 52-2 | 38-5 | 45-4 | +2-1 | 60-1 122,26 | 30-3 21 [21-81 21 | +4-61 | 4-73 26| ..
Waimate 200 | 55-1 | 37-8 | 464 | +2-0 | 73-3 26 | 30-5 21 | 1-56 12| —0-15 | 0-65 51 103-9
Naseby .. 2,300 | 48-3 | 28-9 | 38:6 .. 66-0 26 | 18-0 2110-75 7 .. 0-40 26 ..
Frankton Airfield 1,144 Incojmplete
Queenstown . . 1,100 | 51-2 | 384-5 | 42-8 | +1-2 | 65-1 22 | 27-5 2111-89 12 | —0-33 | 0-57 22 | 103-8
Cromwell 720 | 52-2 | 33-4 | 428 | (+1-9) | 64-5 26 | 24-2 21 | 0-77 6| (—0-08)| 0-50 26| ..
Ophir .. 1,000 | 53-7 [ 29-8 | 41-8 | +2-2 | 65-6 26 | 18-0 21| 0-74 6| —0-04 | 0-53 26
Earnscleugh .. 500 | 524 | 30-5 | 41-4 | (—0-7)| 65-2 24 | 22-0 21 | 0-58 4| (—0-07)| 0-37 26 | ..
Waipiata 1,550 | 49-1 | 32-2 | 40-6 | +0-9 | 61-7 26 | 21-9 21| 0-52 9| —0-51 ]0-22 26 | 128-3
Alexandra 520 | 52-7 | 31-6 | 42-2 | +0-8 | 66-8 26 | 24-2 410-35 4| —0-28 | 0-25 26 | 115-0
Manorburn Dam 2,448 | 45-5 | 27-7 | 366 | +2-6 | 58-0 26 | 10-2 22 | 0-47 4| —0-51 | 0-21 26 | ..
Roxburgh Hydro 350 | 534 | 33-9 | 43-6 .. 68-9 26 | 23-2 17 | 0-41 4| —0-56 | 0-22 26
Mid Dome .. .. (1,252 | 51-8 | 33-5 | 42-6 .. 64-9 22 | 23-1 21| 1-90 10 .. 0-75 18
Moa Flat, West Otago.. |1,345 | 48-7 | 83.7 | 41-2 . 65-3 26 | 27.7 21| 0-53 11| —1-20 | 0-16 19
Mossburn .. .. 961 | 50-3 | 34-1 | 42-2 .. 62-9 22 | 24-6 211214 14 .. 0-62 18 ..
Tajeri .. .. 80 | 53-7 | 35-3 | 44-5 | (40-8) | 72-2 26 | 26-0 21 | 0-81 14 | (—0-93)| 0-14 14 | 110-0
Musselburgh, Dunedin 5 (51-8 (389 45-4 | (4+0-1)}66-7 26 | 30-5 22 | 1-97 18 | —0-11 | 0-41 19 | 113-5
Tapanui .. | 550 |52-7 355 44-1 .. 68-8 26 | 28-0 211 0-85 11 .. 0-22 18| ..
East Gore 245 | 535 | 835-7 | 44-6 | +1-9 | 730 26 | 28-0 |17,21 | 1-30 151 —0-77 | 0-24 19 ..
Gore 240 | 539 | 35-2 | 44-6 | (+1-6)| 750 26 | 27-0 17 | 137 15 | (—0-70) | 0-28 11 | 117-0
Otautau .. .. | 180 | 52:7 | 34-3 | 435 | (40-5)| 69-0 26 | 23-2 21 | 2-51 13 [ (—0-30) | 0-42 7] ..
Pebbly Hills .. | 150 | 52-9 | 34-3 | 43-6 .. 70-0 26 | 22-0 17 | 1-71 16 | (—0-91)| 0-35 11
Invercargill South 8|53:1|36-0}!44.6 | +0-6 | 71-2 26 | 28-9 15 | 1-70 19 | (—1-30) | 0-42 11 ..
Invercargill Airfield 0|52-3133-61(43-01(40-0)169-8 26 | 25-8 21 {1-65 18 | (—1-29)] 0-34 111 96-5

LATE RETURNS

Wallaceville, July 1955 | 195 ) 51-4 | 36-6 | 44-0 | (—0-2) | 57-3 111 25-6 91\ 7-57 19 | (+2-71) 1 1-21 1] 823
Gore, July 19556 .| 240 | 46:9 | 29-4 | 38-2 | (—1-5) | 565 10 | 20-5 51221 9 | (+0-20) | 0-58 11 | 105-6

Nore.—At stations where departures from normal are in parentheses, the temperature record has been maintained for less than ten years,
the rainfall record for less than twenty years. Rainfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where
observations are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the rain-gauge has been changed, the normals are partly interpolated.

Nores oN THE WEATHER FOR AcUcusT 1955

Qeneral: August was a mild, cloudy month, and provided reasonably
favourable conditions for lambing in most districts. By the end of
the month pastures were showing some growth except in Southland,
where the weather was still rather frosty.

On the first three days of the month south-easterly winds, which
had been so frequent in July, again covered the North Island. As
a result, on the 1st heavy rain in Gishorne and Hawke’s Bay caused
flooding in some areas, especially near Waipukurau.

On the evening of the 9th a number of thunderstorms were reported
from Auckland and Taranaki Provinces, and at Auroa in South
Taranaki six cows were killed by lightning. On the 10th no less than
three small tornadoes were reported in New Plymouth, Waitara, and
‘Whakatane respectively. All three caused some local damage.

Rainfall: Rainfall was above normal over the provinces of Hawke’s
Bay, Taranaki, Wellington, Marlborough, and Nelson; also in parts
of the Canterbury high country. Greatest departures were recorded
from Napier to Castlepoint and in north-western Nelson; in these
areas rainfall was about twice the normal value. For the city of
Gisborne, with a total of 7-5 in., it was the wettest August for 30

ears.
7 It was drier than usual over the Auckland Peninsula, in most east-
ern districts of the South Island from Kaikoura to Invercargill, and -
also in parts of the high country between the Bay of Plenty and
Gisborne. Banks Peninsula and parts of Central Otago received less
than half the normal rainfall.

Temperatures: Over most of the country it was about two degrees
warmer than usual. However, in coastal districts of Otago and South-
land temperatures were only slightly above normal.

There has not been a warmer August in Christchurch in the last
50 years.

Sunshine: Sunshine was close to normal over most of the Auckland
Province, including the Gisborne district, but elsewhere the weather
was cloudier than usual. In South Canterbury, parts of Central Otago,
and Nelson City, it was one of the dullest Augusts on record, with
total sunshine 35-50 hours below normal.

Weather Sequence: At the beginning of the month depressions
were centred over the eastern Tasman Sea and east of the North

Island. From the lst to the 3rd strong south-easterly winds brought

heavy rain to Gisborne and Hawke’s Bay, with some flooding. Other
North Island districts and the east coast of the South Island received
light rain.

With rising pressures the weather improved on the 4th, except on
the West Coast, where showers developed with the approach of a
trough of low pressure over the Tasman Sea. This trough crossed the
country on the 5th and 6th, accompanied in most districts by rain,
which was heavy in the Bay of Plenty. There followed six days of
westerly weather, pressures remaining low to the south-west and south
while a series of troughs passed across the country. It was a period of
pleasant mild weather in eastern districts, but elsewhere conditions
were unsettled with frequent rain. During the passage of a trough on
the 9th and 10th there were thunderstorms in Taranaki and Auckland
Provinces, and no less than three small tornadoes were reported.

On the 13th a complex depression moved on to the South Island
from the west, and for the next four days the weather was generally
unsettled, with heaviest falls mainly about central districts. Pressures
remained low over the whole country, and on the 17th another de-
pression passed in the far north. Meanwhile a deep depression had
been developing to the south-east, and during the next two days
there were frequent showers in the far south and in western districts
north of Greymouth. Showers became less frequent on the 20th as a
weak ridge of high pressure passed rapidly across the country.

Conditions deteriorated in northern and western districts of the
South Island during the next two days with the approach of a trough
from the west. From the 23rd to the 28th westerly conditions again
predominated, with deep depressions passing to the south-west.
Eastern districts again experienced a spell of fair weather, but
elsewhere there were frequent periods of rain.

Barometers commenced to rise in the sonuth on the 28th, and by
the following day an extensive belt of high pressure covered the
South Island and most of the Tasman Sea. At the same time a
depression developed over Northland, and it later moved south-
eastward. For the last three days of the month easterly winds covered
the country from Christchurch northward, bringing moderate rain
in eastern districts and about Cook Strait and lighter falls in other
parts of the North Island.
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