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CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE-continued 
Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for March 1956-continued 

Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit) Rainfall in Inches 

Height 
of Means of Absolute Maximum and Maximum Bright 

Station Station Mean Differ- Minimum No. Differ- Fall Sun-
Above of A ence Total of ence shine 
M.S.L. 

I M~n. 

and From 

l=l 
Fall Rain From 

Amountl 
A B Normal Maxi- I Date Date Days Normal Date Max. .mum 

I I I Ft. OF. op, op, op, op, In. In. Hrs. 
Darfield .. .. 640 68·5 46·7 57·6 +0·5 92·4 10 35·6 21 2·94 9 +0·90 l ·36 18 .. 
Harewood .. .. 94 66·4 47·8 57·1 . . 89·2 10 38·1 26 2·61 7 .. 1 · 11 18 176 
Christchurch .. .. 22 66·6 48·3 57·4 -0·7 85·2 10 36·1 21 2·72 9 +0·78 1 · 11 18 .. 
Wigram .. .. 74 66·8 48·0 57·4 -0·.7 88·6 10 37·1 21 2·33 7 +0·51* 0·98 18 .. 
Akaroa .. .. 150 66·5 49·6 58·0 -1·6 90·5 9 42·0 20 2·40 11 -0·25* 0·71 19 167 
Lincoln .. .. 36 68·2 46·6 57·4 +0·4 89·2 10 38·0 21 2·58 8 +0·50 0·83 18 177 
Highbank .. 1,102 66·6 46·5 56·6 .. 86·1 10 38·3 21 3·48 16 .. 1 ·22 18 189 
The Hermitage .. 2,510 .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . 
Winchmore .. .. 525 67·6 45·8 56·7 +0·3* 88·5 9,10 32·9 21 2·87 13 +0·65* l ·01 18 .. 
Haast .. .. 15 65·2 48·5 56·8 -0·1* 73·5 11 38·1 20 8·44 12 -3·62* 3·22 17 178 
Ashburton .. .. 323 70·2 47·3 58·8 +l·O 96·8 10 35·8 21 2·43 11 +0·23 0·80 18 184 
Fairlie .. .. 1,004 69·2 41 ·4 55·3 +O·O 90·0 9. 26·0 15 0·61 6 -1·78 0·33 19 .. 
Timaru .. .. 56 67·6 47·5 57·6 +0·2 82·2 9 I 31·2 21 1 ·24 12 -0·89 0·44 3 ·175 
Adair .. .. 200 66·2 47·5 56·8 +0·5* 84·5 8 37·5 14,20 1 ·97 7 -l ·27* 0·33 3 .. 
Tara Hills, Omarama .. 1,600 70·6 40·0 55·3 -0·9* 83·3 2 26·0 15 0·28 4 -1 ·54* 0·20 17 235 
Milford Sound .. 20 64·5 48·2 56·4 +1·2 74·3 1 40·9 27 19·44 13 -2·64 5·93 9 .. 
Waimate .. .. 200 68·5 47·3 57·9 +0·4 86·4 10 34·9 21 0·68 11 -1·56 0·24 26 168 
Naseby .. .. 2,300 66·0 37·8 51·9 .. 82·6 8 26·1 15 0·64 7 . . 0·29 19 .. 
Frankton Airfield .. 1,144 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 0·69 5 . . 0·41 17 . . 
Queenstown .. .. 1,100 68·6 46·9 57·8 +1·5 81 ·4 10 35·0 15, 21 0·79 5 -2·06 0·43 17 206 
Cromwell .. .. 720 71·9 45·7 58·8 +1·2* 86·1 10 28·1 15 0·44 4 -0·98* 0·26 17 .. 
Ophir .. .. 1,000 70·2 40·2 55·2 -0·5 81·7 6 24·9 15 0·30 3 -1 ·16 0·14 10 .. 
Earnscleugh .. .. 500 71·0 42·1 56·6 -0·3* 86·9 8 26·4 15 0·38 4 -0·83* 0·20 24 .. 
Waipiata .. .. 1,550 67·4 39·9 53·6 -1·0 82·6 8 30·5 21 0·28 8 -1·29 0·08 19 220 
Alexandra .. .. 520 70·9 44·4 57·6 +O·O 87·8 8 31·1 21 0·28 5 -0·87 0·12 17 222 
Manorburn Damt .. 2,448 59·1 36·5 47·8 -2·6 75·0 10 23·0 15 0·60 6 -1·09 0·30 26 .. 
Roxburgh Hydro .. 350 70·6 46·0 58·3 . .. 88·8 8 36·0 21 0·70 6 -0·82* 0·26 20 .. 
Mid Dome .. .. 1,252 65·4 42· l 53·8 .. 82·9 8 29·8 15 2·28 15 . . 0·56 17 .. 
Moa Flat, West Otago 1,345 62·0 41·5 52·0 .. 81 ·0 8 36·3 15 1 ·40 13 -l ·06* 0·35 26 .. 
Mossburn . . .. 961 63·5 41·0 52·2 .. 77·1 9 28·2 15 1 ·69 16 . . 0·56 17 .. 
Taieri .. 80 65·5 44·4 55·0 -0·2* 89·4 8 33·2 17 0·77 13 -l ·35* 0·24 19 162 
Musselburgh, Dunedin 5 63·1 48·4 55·8 -0·6* 78·3 8 41·0 17 l ·69 15 -0·87 0·47 10 149 
Tapanui .. .. 550 64·0 43·6 53·8 .. 83·2 8 33·9 15 1 ·41 15 . . 0·38 26 .. 
East Gore .. .. 245 64·6 43·2 53·9 -1·2 85·0 8 34·0 19 1·62 18 -1·49 0·36 19 .. 
Gore .. .. 240 64·6 43·3 54·0 -1·4* 85·0. 8 32·0 7 2·19 18 -0·92* 0·40 19 145 
Otautau .. .. 180 62·5 42·6 52·6 -2·1* 79·3 8 31 ·0 15 2·45 17 -1 ·07* 0·66 26 .. 
Pebbly Hills .. .. 150 63·8 43·6 53·7 .. 79·5 8 30·0 7 2·65 18 -0·97* 0·63. 19 .. 
Invercargill South .. 8 62·2 46·8 54·5 -0·5 81·5 8 34·9 7 2·26 22 -1 ·86* 0·47 10 .. 
Invercargill Airfield .. 0 61·9 44·1 53·0 -0·8* 80· l 8 28·9 7 2·36 19 -1 ·67* 0·43 10 141 

tObservations for 25 days. 

LATE RETURNS 
Waihi, Jan. 1956 .. 354 74· 1 59·8 67·0 -12·5 86·8 21 51·3 17 4·81 17 -0·67 1·32 8 139 
Waihi, Feb. 1956 .. 354 74·0 57·1 65·6 +1·2 79·8 1, 14 46·6 1 6·40 11 +0·91 3·67 4 165 
Dannevirke, Nov. 1955 685 67·7 46·5 57·1 .. 72·0 1 34·3 12 1 ·05 9 -2·46 0·33 29 .. 
Dannevirke, Dec. 1955 685 70·5 50·7 60·6 .. 81·8 5 38·2 29 2·67 9 -0·47 0·78 6 .. 
Dannevirke, Jan. 1956 685 74·5 . 57·7 66·1 .. 82·5 30 48·4 19 3·52 17 +0·33 1·14 8 .. 
Dannevirke, Feb. 1956 685 71 ·7 53·7 62·7 .. 82·6 16 41 ·0 23 2·90 11 +0·13 1·42 28 .. 
Balmoral, Jan. 1956 .. 650 83·0 53·8 68·4 +5·8* 96·0 19 36·0 8 0·99 8 -1·07 0·32 30 .. 
Balmoral, Feb. 1956 .. 650 74· 1 50·3 62·2 +0·7*1 90·0 2s I 31·0 19 0·59 7 -1·56 0·16 17 .. 
Milford Sound, Feb. 1956 I 20 69·5 51 ·2 60·4 +3·7 79·4 2 44·1 14 I 1·20 7 -16·38 2·45 26 .. 

NoTE.-At stations where departures from normal have an asterisk, the temperature record has been maintaine<,1.Jor less than ten years, 
the rainfall record for less than twenty years. Rainfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where 
observations are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the rain gauge has been changed, the normals are partly interpolated. 

NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR MARCH 1956 A tropical cyclone which had affected Fiji on the 6th moved 
For most of the country March was a dry month. In Otago and southward and by the 9th was centred 250 miles north-east of 

South Canterbury the c~ntinued dry weather has been causing North Cape. For two days Northland was b:uffeted ~Y str~ng 
farmers considerable anxiety and the prospects for winter feed ea~terly wmds, and ~ost of the Auc1dand Provmce received hght 
are very poor. In some North Island districts growth has been ram. At the same time a slow-movmg trough affected southern 
checked by frosts. and west~rn di~tricts of the South Island. T-!1-e tropical cycl~ne · 

Winds from a southerly quarter were rather more frequent than soon lost mte~l.Slty, and on the 11th and 12th falf weather pr~va1led 
usual, and there were two or three brief spells of wintry weather. as a belt of high pressure extended across the count117. Dun_ng the 

On the 19th north-westerly gales buffeted Taranaki Wanganui next three days another southerly change brought hght ram and 
and Hawke's Bay. ' ' much cooler temperatures to eastern districts from Christchurch 

Rain! all: Rainfall was less than half the normal value over the · northward. 
southern half (?f the South I~land, over the gr~ater part of the On the 16th and 17th an anticyclone was centred over·· the 
Auckland Provmce, and also m South Taranak1, Manawatu and North Island but there was rain on the West Coast associated 
southe~n Hawke's Bay. The only parts of the country which were with the pass.i.ge of a depression far to the south. On the next day 
appreciably wetter than usua~ were Nor.th Canterbury and the a trough moved on to the South Island, and· a depression over 
south-western part of the 'Yellmgton Provmce. the Tasman Sea soon moved rapidly through Cook Strait. Most 

For the seven-month penod from September to March, parts of areas received welcome rain and there were some substantial falls 
~entral Otago and inland South Canterbury had the lowest rainfall in central districts. The 20th saw yet another southerly change 
m 60 years of record. with further rain in eastern districts, rather cold temperatiiies, 

Temperature~: Mean te1?1-p~ratures were more than a. degree and snow on the ranges of the South Island. For the next three 
below no~mal m l:astern d1stncts from East Cape to ~arrarapa, days, however, fair weather prevailed as an anticyclone nioved. 
and also m the Kmg Country; elsewhere they were mamly close across the country. ·· · · ·· 

to;;i:ai~ll on the ranges of the South Island on the 13th and .The weather deteriorated ~n the West Coast during the 24th 
the 20th. with the passage of a depress~on to the south-west of Southland. 

Sunshine: Sunshine was mainly above normal by a small amount, On the 25th. and 26th the associated trough of low pressure brought 
but the departure almost reached an hour a day on the West Coast a belt of ram fro~ Canterbury northward. For the 1:1-ext four days 
and in the Auckland-Hamilton area. 3: sout~-westerly arrstream covered New Zealand, with showers at 

Weather Sequence: For the first two days of the month an anti- times m the North Island ~nd on the West Coast. On- the l~st day 
cyGlone covered the country and the weather was fair. From the of the month a large anticyclone was centr~d nea~ '\Vellmgton, 
3rd to the 6th many districts received some light rain, at first from and the weather w_as fine apart from some hght ram m parts of 
a weak trough which became almost stationary through Cook the Auckland Provmce. 
Strait, and later as a result of a southerly change when pressures R. G. SIMMERS, Acting Director. 
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rose sharply to the south. For the next two days an anticyclone 
centred to the east brought fair weather again. 


