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CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE-Summary of the Records of Tempf]rature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for October 1956-continued 

Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit) Rainfall in Inches 

Height 
Maximum Bright of Means of Absolute Maximum and 

Station Station Mean Differ- Minimum No. Differ- Fall Sun-
Above of A ence Total of ence shine 
M.S.L. and From 

Maxi- I Date I Mini- I Date 
Fall Rain From 

Amountl Date A I B 
B Normal Days Normal 

Max. Min. mum mum 

1 op. 
I I In. Ft. OF. op. op. op. In. Hrs. 

Franz Josef .. .. 450 61·6 44·9 53·2 .. 68·5 13 38·2 6 19·09 21 4·13 20 .. 
Eyre~ell .. .. 520 61·4 43·3 52·4 77·0 31 30·5 17 4·20 16 +0·93* 1·73 2 .. 
Ashley Forest .. 460 60·7 45·0 52·8 +0·8* 76·0 7 37·0 6 4·12 11 +1 ·48* 2·05 2 .. 
Darfield .. .. 640 62·0 43·1 52·6 +1·0 77·4 31 33·6 16 4·54 17 +1·85 2·25 2 .. 
Harewood .. 94 60·7 44·2 52·4 .. 76·4 19 32·0 16 2·86 17 0·94 2 172 
Christchurch .. .. 22 62·4 45·6 54·0 +0·9 77·4 31 36·5 14 2·58 12 +0·63 0·91 2 .. 
Wigram .. .. 74 61·9 44·7 53·3 +0·9 , 77·1 31 33·6 16 1·82 13 +0·02* 0·62 2 
Akaroa .. .. 150 62·7 46·4 54·6 +0·3 77·0 31 37·5 16 3·37 19 +0·93* 1 ·09 2 186 
Lincoln .. .. 36 61·6 43·4 52·5 +0·6 75·9 31 34·8 7, 16 2·60 13 +0·88 1 · 11 2 183 
Highbank .. 1,102 60·2 45·4 52·8 .. 76·6 19 35·2 6 6·05 18 2·27 2 167 
The Hermitage .. 2,510 56·8 36·7 47·8 +0·5 67·0 18 30·1 9 10· 15 17 -7·08 2·20 19 91 
Winchmore .. .. 525 60·8 41 ·9 51 ·4 +0·4* 74·2 31 31 ·0 16 4·48 14 +2·26* 1·30 2 
Haast .. .. 15 61·5 44·7 53·1 +1·5* 69·1 10 38·1 14 9·43 18 -5·61 * 1·73 29 164 
Ashburton .. .. 323 64·0 44·0 54·0 +1·6 79·4 31 33·4 11 4·71 13 +2·29 1·37 8 166 
Fairlie .. .. 1,004 61·8 40·3 51·0 +0·9 75·0 19 31 ·0 16, 17 1·75 14 +1·17 0·40 3 
Timaru .. .. 56 63·4 45·2 54·3 +1·6 78·1 31 32·1 10 2·65 11 +0·72 0·99 4 166 
Adair .. .. 200 60·1 45·8 53·0 +2-4* 75·1 31 38·3 16 2·97 13 +0·98* 1 · 11 2 .. 
Tara Hills, Omarama .. 1,600 .. .. . . .. 
Milford Sound .. 20 60·4 44·9 52·6 +2·9 65·8 10 37·9 6 14·80 16 -11 ·04 3·68 19 
Waimate .. .. 200 62·6 44·7 53·6 +1·4 77·0 31 36·1 7 2·54 16 +0·43 1·24 2 134 
Naseby .. .. 2,300 58·3 36·6 47·4 71·7 31 25·2 9 2·52 13 0·86 3 
Queenstown .. .. 1,100 62·4 42·6 52·5 +2·1 72·7 29 34·4 9 1·60 14 -1·76 0·39 3 181 
Cromwell .. .. 720 64·8 42·1 53·4 +2·3* 73·1 29 31·8 9 1 ·04 15 -0·32* 0·24 3 .. 
Ophir .. 1,000 63·4 39·6 51·5 +1·0 72·0 29 27·6 9 1 ·49 10 -0·20 0·53 3 .. 
Earnscleugh .. .. 500 64·8 41·6 53·2 +1·5* 73·8 29 29·8 9 1 ·76 12 +0·55* 0·49 21 
Waipiata .. .. 1,550 59·2 39·2 49·2 +0·3 71 ·0 31 27·8 9 l ·48 !· 8 -0·15 0·61 3 196 
Alexandra .. 520 65·3 42·9 54·1 +1·7 75·7 31 30·8 9 1 ·28 11 +0·06 0·42 3 188 
Manorburn Damt 2,448 56·3 36·9 46·6 +2·3 64·0 31 26·0 15 1·16 11 -0·52 0·40 3 .. 
Garston .. 1,009 63·4 40·3 51·8 .. 72·1 29 27·6 9 1·99 14 0·65 3 .. 
Roxburgh Hydro .. 350 65·5 43·1 54·3 .. 76·0 20 32·0 9, 16 1 · 11 13 -0·43* 0·50 21 .. 
Mid Dome .. 1,252 61·3 41 ·4 51·4 .. 73·2 29 30·1 9 3·56 19 0·88 3 .. 
Moa Flat, West Otago 1,345 58·9 41·5 50·2 .. 69·0 31 30·7 9 1·62 13 -0·67* 0·73 3 .. 
Mossburn .. .. 961 59·5 40·6 50·0 70·0 29 28·3 9 2·90 14 0·68 14 
Taieri . .. 80 61·0 41 ·9 51 ·4 +0·3* 75·8 30 27·1 9 l ·03 11 -1 ·03* 0·26 3 169 
Musselburgh, Dunedin 5 59·3 45·5 52·4 -0·2* 75·1 30 30·4 9 1 ·63 i 13 -0·741 0·33 14 167 
Tapanui .. .. 550 62·2 43·0 52·6 .. 75·2 29 30·2 9 2·43 12 .. 0·90 3 .. 
East Gore .. .. 245 64·1 43·5 53·8 +3·1 77·0 31 32·0 16 1·91 15 -0·94 : 0·57 3 
Gore .. .. 240 63·7 43·8 53·8 +2·8* 76·0 31 32·0 9 l ·96 14 -0·89* 0·50 3 168 
Otautau .. 180 61·2 42·8 52·0 +1·9 73·1 29 27·5 9 1·82 14 -l ·59* 0·31 3 162 
Pebbly. Hills .. .. 150 162·8 42·1 52·4 74·0 31 30·0 9 2·41 15 -0·52 0·57 20 .. Invercargill South .. 8 62·6 44·9 53·8 +3·1 75·5 29 31·5 9 1 ·72 16 -1·83* 0·31 3 
Invercargill Airfield .. 0 60·8 42·8 51·8 +2·8* 73·3 29 29·1 9 ! 1 ·71 16 -1 ·77* 0·31 3 184 

tObservations for 26 days. 

LATE RETURNS 
Chate·au Tongariro, 3,670 49·5 34·1 41 ·8 +2·1 59·0 23 I 26·5 16 5·08 9 -4·01* 1·34 

131 .. Septemb~r 1956 

1s 1u The Hermitage, August 2,510 45·6 29·8 37·7 -0·3 57·0 22 23·0 4,9 8·75 9 -3·68 3·00 1956' · 
The Hermitage, Septem- 2,510 53·9 36·5 45·2 +2·7 66·0 22 26·0 614·90 8 -8·56 2·00 11 l 87 

ber 1956 I I 
NoTE.-At stations where departures from normal have an asterisk, the temperature record has been maintained for less than ten years, 

the rainfall record for less than twenty years. Rainfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where 
observations are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the rain gauge has been changed, the normals are partly interpolated. 

NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR OCTOBER 1956 

General: October was a warh1 month with rather less wind than 
usual. Conditions were very favourable for farming, especially in 
the South Island, where stock generally was reported to be in 
excellent condition. On the east coast of the North Island, however, 
it was a little too wet and shearing was delayed. 

Two small tornadoes caused local damage at Takapuna (Auck­
land) on the 1st, and Reefton on the 18th. 

Ra inf all:· In eastern districts from East Cape to Castlepoint and 
in parts· of North Canterbury rainfall was double the normal 
value. In the Hastings-Waipukurau area, where it was three times 
the normal, some places . experienced their wettest October on 
record. Rainfall was also above normal over the remainder of 
Canterbury and over the greater part of the Auckland Province. 

On the West Coast, and in Southland and South Otago it was a 
comparatively dry October, with totals only two-thirds of the usual 
value. 

On the 9th and 10th heavy rain fell in southern and central 
Hawke's Bay and in the Wairarapa, causing flooding in some of 
these districts and also in the lower Manawatu River. 

A number of unusually severe hailstorms were reported over a 
wide area of the North Island on the 22nd. Severe local damage to 
crops occurred at Tokomaru Bay and at Waiohau, near Kawerau. 

Temperature: Mean temperatures were above normal, mainly 
by about 2 degrees. The last week of the month was particularly 
warm, and temperatures were comparable with those usually 
experienced in summer. 

Sunshine: Sunshine was below normal over the greater part of 
the country, and the deficiency amounted to an hour a day in most 
eastern and northern districts. However, Invercargill and parts of 
Westland were favoured with somewhat more sunshine than usual. 

Weather Sequence: During the first four days of the month a 
depression which had been affecting the weather in the last week of 

j 

' September crossed the North Island, bringing rain to the whole 
country. The weather remained unsettled from the 5th to the 7th, 
especially in the North Island, as a second depression crossed 
Northland. This was followed closely by yet a third depression, this 
time somewhat d<teper, which passed over northern Northland, 
affecting the North Island from the 8th to the 11th. Strong winds 
were reported, and flooding occurred in the Manawatu River and 
in Hawke's Bay. 

The weather still remained unsettled over the North Island on 
the 12th and 13th with the passage of a depression from the central 
Tasman Sea through Cook Strait. Further light rain fell as a trough 
of low pressure moved over the country from the 14th to the 16th, 
again affecting mainly the North Island. Pressure had been rising, 
and for the next four days fine weather predominated under the 
influence of an anticyclone centred to the east. However, some 
showers were reported at first in the Auckland Province; and later 
considerable rain occurred on the West Coast as a deep depression 
over the eastern Tasman Sea advanced slowly towards the South 
Island. Eventually this depression lost intensity and drifted on to 
the North Island on the 21st and 22nd, bringing showery weather, 
with many hailstorms on the latter date. 

On the 23rd the weather was mainly fair under the influence of a 
ridge of high pressure, but on the following day western and north­
ern districts were affected by the passage of a weak trough. From 
the 25th to the 27th an anticyclone moved eastwards across the 
North Island and the weather was again fair, except on the West 
Coast. For the next three days the weather was generally unsettled 
as a deep and extensive depression over the central Tasman Sea 
moved southwards, to pass close to Southland on the night of the 
29th. Most eastern districts, however, received only some light 
rain. There was a brief improvement on the last day of the month 
under the influence of a weak ridge of high pressure. 

M. A. F. BARNETT, Director. 
(N.Z. Met. S. Misc. Pub. 107) 


