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CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE-Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for May 1958-continued 

Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit) Rainfall in Inches 
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hristchurch .. 
igram .. 
karoa .. 
incoln .. 
ighbank .. 
he Hermitage .. 
inchmore .. 
aast .. 
shburton .. 
airlie .. .. 
imaru .. 
<lair .. 
ara Hills, Omarama 
ilford Sound .. 
aimate .. 
aseby .. 
ueenstown .. 
romwell .. 
phir .. 
. oa Creek .. 
arnscleugh .. 
aipiata .. 

lexandra .. 
arston .. 
oxburgh Hydro 
id Dome .. 
oa Flat, West Otago 

aieri .. 
usselburgh, Dunedin 

apanui .. 
ast Gore . . 
ore .. . . 
tautau . . 
ebbly Hills . . 
nvercargill .. 
nvercargill Airfield 

Height 
of 

Station 
Above 
M.S.L. 

Ft. 
.. 520 
. . 450 
. . 460 
.. 640 
.. 94 
. . 22 
. . 74 
. . 150 
. . 36 
. . 1,102 
.. 2,510 
.. 626 
. . 15 
.. 323 
. . 1,004 
. . 56 
.. 200 
.. 1,600 
. . 20 
. . 200 
. . 2,300 
. . 1,100 
. . 720 
.. 1,000 
.. 1,400 
.. 500 
. . 1,550 
. . 520 
. . 1,009 
.. 350 
. . 1,252 
.. 1,345 
. . 80 
.. 5 
.. 550 
.. 245 
. . 240 
.. 180 
.. 150 
. . 8 
.. 0 

! 
Means of Mean Differ-

of A ence 

I ~n. 

and From 
A B Normal 

Max. 

OF. OF. I OF. 
56·7 38·7 47·7 . . 
55·3 40·8 4_8·0 .. 
56·4 41 ·7 49·0 +1·9* 
56·7 38·6 47·6 +1 ·2 
58·6 39·8 49·2 .. 
59·2 39·8 49·5 +1 ·9 
58·4 39·6 49·0 +1·4 
57·7 44·0 50·8 +1 ·0 
58·1 37·5 47·8 +1 ·3 
54·8 41 ·0 47·9 .. 
48·5 33·5 41 ·0 -0·2 
55·6 37·3 46·4 +1 · 1* 
55·6 42·8 49·2 -0·3* 
59·5 38·4 49·0 +2·3 
55·9 33·0 44·4 +0·9 
56·4 38·5 47·4 +0·6 
56·0 39·9 48·0 +0·7* 
51·3 32·3 41 · 8 +0·8* 
53·5 40·2 46·8 +0·5 
58·6 38·0 48·3 +0·4 
49·7 30·9 40·3 . . 
50·3 35·3 42·8 :__1·5 
53·1 35·3 44·2 +0·4* 
51 ·0 32·8 41 ·9 +0·8 
49·2 29· 1 39·2 . . 
53·2 32·4 42·8 +0·6* 
49·6 33·2 41 ·4 -1 ·2 
52·4 34·4 43·4 +0·5 
52·5 33·4 43·0 . . 
54·8 37·2 46·0 . . 
52·6 35·1 43 -s I . . 
49·6 35·0 42·3 I . . 
55·7 35·9 45 ·8 , -0· l* 
54·6 39·9 47·2 -0·4* 
52·0 35·6 43·8 . . 
52·7 35·7 44·2 -0·6 
53·5 35·0 44·2 -0·9* 
52·8 35·6 44·2 -1 ·0* 
52·4 36·2 44·3 . . 
52·9 37·8 45·4 -1 ·l 
52· 1 35·3 43·7 -1 ·6 

Absolute Maximum and Maximum Bright 
Minimum No. Differ- Fall Sun-

Total of ence shine 
Fall Rain From 

Amountl Maxi- I Date 
I Mini-I 

Date Days Normal Date 
mum mum 

OF. op. In. , In. Hrs. 
70·8 18 22·0 19 3·69 15 -0·21* l ·02 9 .. 
66·8 13 31 ·0 18 35·52 21 . . 4·40 22 .. 
72·6 4 28·8 19 3·26 13 -0·09* 0·88 9 .. 
70·3 1 22·6 18 2·96 14 -0·05 0·59 9 .. 
75·0 4 24·4 18 2·29 14 . . 0·75 9 133 
75·8 4 38 · 1 18 2·71 12 -0·14 0·61 9 .. 
75·2 4 26·2 18 2·37 12 -0·29* 0·90 9 .. 
72·8 4 31·5 19 2·35 12 -1·98* 0·61 12 107 
73·0 4 21 ·0 19 2·53 15 +0·15 0·55 12 136 
67·8 8 27·6 19 3 ·10 15 . . 0·96 9 137 
67·0 1 24·0 16, 19 34·80 19 +21·34 5·25 4 74 
72·5 8 19·0 18 1·89 15 -0· 14'* 0·50 5 .. 
64·4 13 31 ·8 18 23·67 22 +12·79* 2·37 4 92 
76·8 4 21·5 19 1 ·91 13 -0·64 0·76 9 131 
70·0 1 16·0 19 2·04 13 +0·09 0·47 5 .. 
69·3 1, 8 26·0 19 l ·20 11 -0·33 0·33 9 136 
70·4 8 27·2 18 1 ·41 9 -0· 18* 0·40 9 .. 
65 · 1 4 18·5 19 4·54 18 +3·05* l ·05 5 139 
65·2 12 29·0 18 52·27 20 +30·70 6·56 22 . . 
74· 1 8 26·1 18 l · 11 11 -0·60 0·32 8 128 
63·0 4 10·8 18 2·39 12 .. 0·75 8 . . 
69·5 4 26·2 17 10·38 18 +7·66 1·85 5 75 
69·7 4 18·9 16 2·56 16 +l ·35 0·67 5 . . 
68·8 4 12· 1 16 2·01 9 +0·95 0·71 8 . . 
64·2 4 12·9 18 1 ·94 11 . . 0·72 8 .. 
70· 1 4 17·0 17 2·29 13 +1 ·40* 0·48 5 .. 
64·0 4 19·6 16, 18 1·91 18 +0·70 l ·00 8 128 
69·3 4 19·4 13 1 ·92 13 +l ·01 0·46 4 98 
67·8 4 19·0 17 4·37 19 . . 0·87 4 . . 
70·4 4 22·0 18 2·66 12 +1 ·26* 0·70 31 . . 
68·7 4 21·6 17 3·83 18 . . 0·69 4 . . 
65·0 4 23·6 19 2·25 15 +0·07* 0·49 8 . . 
70·2 4 20·7 18 2·69 16 +0·60* 0·66 8 100 
66·5 2 28·7 18 29·3 16 +0·54 0·65 22 104 
66·0 4 22·5 17 3·87 22 .. 1 ·05 22 . . 
69·0 2, 4 21 ·0 19 4·17 17 +1 ·58 0·77 22 .. 
70·0 4 21 ·0 19 4·17 16 +l ·58* 0·68 22 100 
67·9 4 18·5 17 7·06 18 +3·48 1 ·10 7 101 
66·5 4 22·0 19 6·34 22 +3·11* 0·84 7 . . 
66·8 4 22·9 18 6·64 20 +2·83 4·96 7 .. 
65·9 4 19·5 18 6·60 20 +2·86 0·95 1 101 

t Formerly known as Harewood 

LATE RETURNS 

Kapiti Island, April 1958 . · 1 44160 · 5150 · 3155 · 4 
The Hermitage, April 1958 2,510 56·5 38·1 47·3 
Milford Sound, April 1958 20 57·9 41·9 49·9 

-1 . 6166. 0 11, 2143 . 61 -0·8 69·0 6 29·0 
- 1 · 1 64 · 0 7 3 3 · 4 

I 

29 1·21181-2·33: 0·591 21 14·18 15 -3·24 4·87 
23 25·59 22 +3·81 5·74 I I 121 

NoTE.-At stations where departures from normal have an asterisk, the temperature record has been maintained for less than ten years, the 
rainfall record for less than twenty years. Rainfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where observations 
are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the rain gauge has been changed, the normals are partly interpolated. 

NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR MAY 1958 

May was a stormy and cloudy month. In the North Island the 
comparative absence of cold spells was favourable for growth, and 
stock were reported to be in very good condition. In Southland, 
however, the persistently wet conditions were adversely affecting 
the health of stock. 

Many gales were reported during the month, especially about 
Cook Strait and in western and southern districts of the South 
Island. The worst gales from a westerly quarter in these districts 
were on the 5th and 6th, and from the 28th to the 31st; on the 31st 
a particularly violent storm caused extensive damage in Southland. 
South-easterly gales affected most of the North Island on the 11th. 

Small local tornadoes were reported on the 6th near Levin, and 
on the 28th in three West Coast areas. 

Rainfall: In the South Island high country, the West Coast and 
western Southland, rainfall was from two to four times the normal 
value, and for a considerable part of this area it was the wettest 
May on record. The monthly total of 57 ·65 inches at Otira was 
one of the highest ever recorded in this country. Taranaki, the 
King Country, and most of the Wellington Province also received 
somewhat more rain than usual. 

The only areas appreciably drier than average were most of 
northern Northland and the North Otago coast. 

Heavy rain in the Wellington Province from the 10th to the 12th 
in a spell of south-easterly winds caused flooding in parts of the 
Wairarapa and also in the Oroua, a tributary of the Manawatu. 

Temperatures: In eastern districts from North Canterbury to 
Gisborne temperatures were 2-4 degrees warmer than usual. 
Elsewhere they were close to normal. 

Snow was reported to low levels in parts of Canterbury on the 
9th. 

Sunshine: Most districts had less sunshine than usual by about 
30 hours. At New Plymouth the total of 82 hours was the lowest 
for May in over 40 years of record. 

On the coast from Invercargill to Gisborne and in the far north 
sunshine was about average. 

Weather Sequence: Westerly conditions prevailed for the first 
eight days. From the 1st to the 3rd an anticyclone was centered 
near Northland, and the weather was fair apart from some rain 
on the West Coast. During the next three days a very deep de-. 
pression passed close to the South Island, causing gales in South­
land and Otago and about Cook Strait. Rain became general and 
was particularly heavy on the West Coast; the Auckland Province 
and eastern districts received only light falls. Pressures remained 
low far to the south-west, and there was further rain with the 
passage of a trough of low pressure over the South Island. The 
trough became stationary through Cook Strait on the 8th. 

For the next eleven days easterly to south-easterly winds showed 
a marked predominance, especially over the North Island. A 
depression formed west of Cook Strait and moved slowly across 
the North Island from the 10th to the 12th, accompanied by 
heavy rain, especially in eastern districts, and south-easterly gales, 
with colder temperatures. Meanwhile an anticyclone had moved 
on to the South Island, and on the 14th and 15th it extended over 
the whole country, bringing fair but frosty weather. Pressures 
remained high over most of the country, but a shallow trough 
brought rain to Northland from the 16th to the 19th; Gisborne 
and Hawke's Bay were also affected at times. 

For the remaining twelve days of the month stormy westerly 
conditions prevailed once again. At first a deep depression was 
centred far to the south-west, and rain affected only the western 
and southern coasts of the South Island. From the 23rd to the 
27th the westerlies increased as two deeper depressions passed to 
the south. Rain became general, though still light in eastern 
districts, and gales buffeted Cook Strait. During the last four 
days of the month conditions were even stormier as two very 
deep depressions passed close to Southland. 

M. A. F. BARNETT, Director. 
(N.Z. Met. S. Misc. Pub. 107) 


