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GAZETTE No. 6
" CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE—Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for December 1957—continued
K ~ Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit) Rainfall in Inches
Hd%m : Absol M i d Maxi ‘Brigh
Station Ste;)tion Means of Mean | Differ- SOl 'axlllﬁum an ) No. | Differ- axi'gﬁm Sr:f]-l
Above |____ . of A | ence - Total | of encé |__..__ | shine
M.S.L. and From - Faill |Rain{ From :
A B B | Normal { Maxi- | Date | Mini- | Date | Days| Normal |Amount| Date
Max. | Min, | mum mum .
) Ft. °F. °F °F. °F. °F. “In. In. Hrs.
"~ Lake Coleridge .. 1,195 | 64-5 | 447 | 54-6 | —3-0 , 75-01 25| 33-0 31732 (15| +4-74|1-39 26 ..
Franz Josef- . .. 450 1'59-7 | 44:6 | 52-2 .. 68:0 25| 36-8 19 |38-97 | 26 .. 9-59 26
Eyrewell .. .. | 520 1| 68-8 |.45:6 | 57-2 .. 80-4: 261 37-0 91292115 | —0-68% 0:73 22
Ashley Forest S 460 | 68-0 | 48-6 | 58:3 | —0-8 | 810 26 | 41-7 21 3-52 | 15| +0-24 | 0-70 22
Darfield .. .. 640 | 67-9. | 46-7 | 57-3 | —1-6] 82-1 26 | 36-8 313-52]15| 4+0-67|0-97 22 ..
Harewood .. .. 94 169-3 | 48-4 |- 58-8 .. 83-4 26 {38-8) 16|2:60 | 14| - .. 0-57 18| 214
Christchurch .. .. 22 | 69-5|49-0 | 59-2 |- —0-6 | 84-1 | 26| 37-9 31276 | 14| +0-22 | 0-57 18 ..
Wigram o - .. 74| 69-3 | 49-0 | 59-2 | —0-8* 83-8 26 1 38-0 16 | 2-52°| 12 | +0-13* 0-47 18 ..
Akaroa .. .. 150 | 67-9 ) 50-6 | 59-2°) —1-1 | 80-0 24 | 41-5 2136615 +0-96* 0-78 | 18 | 185
Lincoln .. .. 36| 68-9 | 46-5 | 57°7.| —1:0 | 82-9 27 | 35-9 16 |13-07 | 13| 4+0-85-] 0-53 1] 208
Highbank .. 1,102 | 63-9 | 46-1 | 55-0 .. 73-0 26 | 38:0 23 14-29.1 16 - 1:00 22| 207
The Hermitage ..-2,510 | 58-0 | 42-1 | 50:0 | —4:6 | 69-5 91315 19°|50-83 | 21 |+37-91 |19-34 26 | 118
Winchmore .. .. 626 | 659 | 45-7 | 55-8 | —1:9* 78-5 26 | 33-2 31392 (14| +1-12% 1-01 18 ..
Haast .. .. .. 151 59-9 [-45-1 | 52-5 | —4-2% 65-0 25| 374 2.120-48 | 22 | -7-90% 2-94 26 |- 131
Ashburton .. .. 323 1 70°6 | 47-2 | 589 | —0-2 | 84-4 26 | 34-2 31361 |11 | +0-60 | 0-82 21 194
Fairlie .. .. .. |1,004 | 67-9 | 43-8| 55-8 | —1-3 | 79-5 26 | 33:0 350115 +2-12]1-09 17 ..
Timaru .. .. 56 | 67-8|47-8|57-8| —0-9 | 86-3 26 | 38-4 31441115 | +1-75 | 1-53 17| 190
Adair .. 200 | 65-4 | 47-3 | 56-4 | —0-8* 79-5 26 | 38-6 31485 |15} +2-02 {133 17
Tara Hills, Omarama .. 1,600 | 63-4 | 43-3 | 53-4 | —4-5% 74-0 251 33-8 3]4-50| 16 | 4-2-50* 0-81 26 172
Milford Sound .. .. 20| 58-4 | 45-7 | 52-0 | —3-4-| 64-4 26 | 34-7 14 138:41 | 24 |4-15-05 | 8-75 26 ee
Waimate .. . 200 | 68-0 | 48-1 | 58-0.| +0-2 | 82-7 26 | 38-5 31541 |17} +2-48|1-78 17 | 164
Naseby .. 12,300°| 62:4 | .40-1 | 51:2 72-8 26 | 26-6 3135514 .. 1-12 21 ..
Queenstown .. (1,100 | 62:6|44:6 | 53-6 -4‘3 74-5 25137-0(3,15| 535120 —2-85|1-24 26 | 196
Cromwell .. .. 720 | 66-5 | 469 | 56:7 | —3-5% 79-2 25| 356 31233 .13 | +1-05*% 0-47 17 ..
Ophir .. . .. |1,000 | 65-4 | 44-0 | 54:7 | —3:6 | 16-2 251 29-2 31199 |12 | 40-17 | 0-68 17
Moa Creek .. .. {1,400 | 63-0 | 42-7 | 52-8 .. 76-0| 251264 3114712 .. 0-35 21
Earnscleugh .. 500 | 68-1 | 45-4 | 56-8 | —2-8* 79-8 27 132-5| 3|1-58| 11| 40-32% 0-38 13
Waipiata .. .. 1,550 [P IR S .. .. .. . L. Ve .. .
Alexandra ‘ . 520 | 676 147-2 1574} —2-8 | 80-0 25 35-2 3,1-35 |10 4-0-05 | 0-37 13 | 204
Manorburn Dam .. 2,448 : |- Inco|mplete|
Garston .. .. 1,009 | 62-8 | 43-9.| 53-4 . 73-2| 25| 317 314-81 )16 .. 0-82 5
Roxburgh . .. 350 | 66-7 | 46-1 | 56-4 .1 76-0 |11,24 | 37-0 3123414 | 40-53* 1-03 17
Mid Dome . o .. |1,252 | 56-0| 39-1 | 47-6 ‘ 74-7 251 32-0 3150319 .. 0-89 26
Moa Flat, West Otago .. 1,345 | 60-0 | 42-4.| 51-2 .. 77-4 | - 26| 33:2 313:90 |21 | +0-94% 1-28 17 ..
Taieri .. .. | 80| 64-8|46-2|55-5) —0-5*% 80-1| 261|351 16 | 2:77 | 19 | +0-21* 0-54 17 | 143
Musselburgh, Dunedm S| ... .. . - T .. .. .. .. ..
Tapanui .. 550 | 62:0 | 44-3 [ 53-2|. .. 78-2 | 26| 34-7 3144522 .. 0:99 5
-East Gore .. .. 245 | 64-3 | 450 | 54-6 | —1:7 | 78-0 26 | 34-0 1 31452 |21 +1-44{1-00 5 ..
Gore .. .. .. 240 | 64-0'| 43-8 | 53-9 | —2-8% 78-0 26| 36-0 | 3,27 | 4-61 | 17 | +1-53% 1-11 14 | 163
Otautau ve Do 180 | 61-9 | 44-8 | 53-4 | —2-0* 72-8 (24,26 | 34-5 314-57 |18 | +1-55% 1-21 51 162
Pebbly Hills .. .. 150 |-63-0 | 44-8 | 53-9 . 76-0 26 | 33-0 31376 | 19| +0-24* 1-10 5 e
Invercargill .| - 8161:6|47-2|54:4 —1'4 75-2 26| 36-6 313-19 |20 | —0-49% 0-53 5 ..
Invercarglll Alrfleld 0'604"'45-8|53-11 —1-9% 74-8 26 1343 313251221 —0-35% 0-50: 507178
. LATE RETURNS
Riverhead, Nov., 1957 - .. 105 | 66-4 |1 49-3 1 57-8 | +0-4 | 76-2 27 1 36-8 63-14712| —0-64 | 0-50 2
Paerata, NOV 1957 150 | 70-9 | 44-6. | 57-8 | —1-0 | 75-2 21 | 40-3 61369 |14 | -+0-45] 0-91 13
Waerenga—o-kun Nov., 1957 1,130 | 65-9 | 48-1 | 57-0 | +0-8 | 82-7 19 | 38-5 13118 |11 | —1-17 | 0-56 27 s
Tara Hills, Oct., 1957 .. |1,600 | 57-6 | 36-1-| 46-8 | —2-2-| 68:8 | ~ 19| 27-7 21 {3:29 14| +1-51 1 1-08 | 1 156
Tara Hills, Nov., 1957 1,600 | 61-2 | 4051 50-8 | —2-6 | 75-0 18 | 31-8 291539114 | +3-90 | 1-76 18 | 162
Waipiata, Nov., 1957 1,550 | 60-1 | 40-5 | 50-3 | —2-0 | 71-0 81316 71181114 | 40-26-| 0-40 17 | 141

NoTe—ALt stations where departures from normal have an asterisk, the temperature record has been maintained for less than ten years, the
rainfall record for less than twenty years. Rainfall normals have been rev1sed and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where observations

NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR DECEMBER 1957

General : December- was the third successive month with winds

~ are not available for the whole penod or where the site of the rain gauge has been changed the normals are partly interpolated.

Snow fell. on the ranges of the South Island on the 5th and on

'some ranges of both Islands on the 19th, when it was reported in

from a westerly quarter stronger and more frequent than usual

for the time of the year." The weather was wet, cool, and cloudy
over the greater part of the country. These conditions delayed

haymaking in many areas and adversely affected sheép-in some -

districts, especially Southland. By contrast, in Northland and

. Gisborne farmers were complaining that the weather was too dry.

Three small local tornadoes were reported in the Waikato - Bay |

of Plenty area on the 5th and another one occurred in Westport on
the 14th.

Rainfdll : Rainfall was above normal, except in northern -and
eastern districts of the north Island, the Waimea Valley of Nelson,
and the Kaikoura coast. In the South Island high country it was
twice as wet as usual. On the other hand, the -Bay .of Plenty,.
Gisborne, and Hawke’s Bay received less than half the normal
value; Gisborne city was one of the driest places, with only a
third -of an inch.

In the Alps it was the wettest of any month in over fifty years

Central Otago as low as 1,500 ft. »
. Sunshine: 1t was- appreciably cloudier than usual, except in the
Auckland Province and on the Canterbury ‘coast and plains.
Greatest deficiencies in sunshine of 40-70 hours were recorded on

- the West Coast, in the Alps, and about Cook Strait.

Weather Sequence: At the beginning of the month a deep -
depression was.passing to the south, and the associated trough of
low pressure brought rain mainly to Taranaki, the central plateau
of the North Island, and Canterbury. On the 2nd conditions
were fair, under the influence of a weak ridge of high pressure.
However, for the next three days the passage of another depression

“to the south caused general rain, except-in eastern districts north’
- of Christchurch. Heavy falls were reported in the Alps, with

of records. Arthur’s Pass received 47 in.; and the Hermitage, -

Mount Cook, received 51 in., of which 19-34 in. fell on'the 26th.
Serious ﬂooding disrupted road and rail transport across the Alps
on at least three occasions, namely the 4th, the 14th, and the 26th.
On the last occasion the township of Otira was under water and
a considerable portion of the railway track was washed out. At
the same time major floods developed in several Canterbury and
Westland rivers, especially the Rakaia and the Waimakariri.

Temperatures: Temperatures were below normal over most of
the country. The departure exceeded three degrees in the South

~ Island high country, the West Coast, and Central Otago. The only

parts of the country with appreciably warmer temperatures than
usual were Gisborne and central Hawke’s Bay.

serious interruptions in road and rail transport. From the 6th to
the 8th a south-westerly airstream covered the country, with
showers in some areas; but the 9th was mainly fair.

. For the next three days western and northern areas of both
Islands received rain as a depression from the central Tasman Sea
passed to the south-west of Southland. A trough of low pressure
became stationary over the North Island on the 13th and secondary
depressions ‘developed on - it, resulting in six days of unsettled
weather, with flooding in western districts of both Islands. A cold
front Wthh crossed the country on the 18th brought snow down

= to 1,500 ft. in Otago, but conditions improved from the south on

the followmg day with rising pressures.

On the 20th a ridge of high pressure extended over New Zealand
from an anticyclone centred far to the north. The weather was
fair, apart from rain on the West Coast associated with the approach

‘of a depression across the South Tasman Sea. Rain became general

over the South Island on the. next two days as the depression
passed to the south-west. From the 23rd to the 25th an anticyclone -



