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General Court Martial Warrant Under Section 6 of the 
Visiting Forces Act 1939 

BERNARD FERGUSSON, Governor-General 

To the Commander West Brigade, or the Officer for the 
time being Comm~nding West Brigade. 

WHEREAS, by section 6 (4) (b) of the Visiting Forces Act 1939 
(New Zealand), it is pro~ided tha.t, v~hen a home force and 
another force are actmg m combmation, any offi~er of the 
other force duly appointed to command the combined force, 
or any part thereof, shall be trea!ed and shaHc have over 
members of the home force the like powers . 01 comm3:nd 
and punishment, and may be investe? with the like 
authority to convene and confirm the findmgs and sentences 
of Courts Martial as if he were an officer of the home force 
of relative rank and holding the same command: 

And whereas, by the New Zealand Army Regul!lr Force 
(Visiting Fmces) Order 1955, issued pursuant to se~t10n 6 (5) 
of the aforesaid Act, it was declared that the porti~m of ~he 
New Zealand Army Regular Force that is for the t_1me be;ng 
serving as part of the Fa~ E~st L~nd F,orces . is se~vmg 
together and acting in com~mation wtth the port10ns. or t~e 
military forces of Her Ma3esty, other thai:i. ~hose raised m 
New Zealand, to which sec.tion 6 of ~he Vis!tmg Forces Act 
1939 applies, and with which the s:nd po~hon ot the ~ew 
Zealand Army Regular Force is for the time bemg servmg 
as part of the Far East Land Forces: 

And whereas the aforesaid order remains in full force and 
effect: 

And whereas you have been for the time being appoip_ted to 
command that pa11t of the Far East Land Forces bemg the 
West Brigade: 

Now, therefore, pursuant to the New Zealand _Arn:iy A~ 
1'950 and the Visiting Forces Act 1939, I, Bngad1er Sir 
Bernard Edwa11d Fergusson, the Governor-General of ~ew 
Zealand, hereby auth?ri,se and empower you, from t1m~ 
to time and as occas10n may reqmre, to c~nvene g~1Jera~ 
Courts Martial for the trial of such persons subJect to military 
law as members otf the aforesaid portion ot the ~ew Zea
land Army Regular Borce as are for the time b~mfs ~n~er 
or within the territorial limits of your command or Junsd1ct10n 
who shafi be oharged with any offence against the New 
Zealand Army Act for Which they may be tried by C_o~rt 
Martial whether such offence shall have been comm1tced 
before 'or after the date of this Warrant or the date you 
shall have taken upon yourself the command: 

And I do hereby auuhoris~ a~d empower yo~ to confirm the 
findings and sentences of drntnct Courts Martial, but not the 
power to aonfirm the findings and sente?-ces of ge:1-er~l Co~rts 
Martial nor to confirm any sentence of discharge with ignom~ny 
from Her Majesty's service, and impr~onment or detent10n 
exceedino 12 months, or any greater pumshment, and to cause 
any sent~nce thereof to be put into execu~ipn so far as you 
may lawfully s.o do under New Zealand nuhtary law: 

And I do hereby further authorise and empo"';er. Y';>U. to 
delegate to any officer under your command or 3unsdictrnn 
not below the rank of field officer a general authority to 
convene general Courts Martial for the trial of su'?h pers:~ms 
subject to military law as members of the aforesaid port10n 
of the New Zealand Army Regular Force as are tor the 
time being under or within the territorial limits ~£ his com
mand, whether the offences shall have been ~omn:ptted before 
or aifaer such officer shall have taken upon him his command, 
but not the power to confirm the findings and sentences of 
such Courts Martial : 

I direct that the proceedings of every general Court Martial, 
or of every district Court Martial where power to confirm 
is restricted by the terms oif this Warrant, convened by you 
or by that las,t-mentioned officer, shaH be ~eserved f~r. ~on
firmation by the General Officer Com~andmg 17 Divis10n/ 
Land Forces Borneo, or by the .AdJutant-General of the 
New Zealand Army, in accordance with this Warrant: 

And, lastly, I autho~ise and empower you t_o appoint and to 
delegate to any qualified officer as aforesa~d the P£?Wer of 
appointing a fit and proper person from ti.me to 1:.lme for 
executing the office of Judge Advocate . at any such Court 
Martial fior the more orderly pmceedmgs of the same: 

And for executing the several powers, matters, and things 
herein expressed, this Warrant _shall be to you, and to ~thers 
whom it may concern, a sufficient Warrant and authonty: 

And I declare that ithis Warrant shall, without ratification, 
extend to and invest with the aforesaid authorities and powers 
y,our successors and any officer for the time being commanding 
West Brigade. 

As witness the hand of His Excellency the Governor
General this 21st day of May 1965. 

J. R. HANAN, for the Minister of Defence. 

General Court Martial Warrant Under Section 6 of the 
Visiting Forces Act 1939 

BERNARD FERGUSSON, Governor-General 

To the Commander, Midwest Brigade, or the Officer for the 
time being Commanding Midwest Brigade. 

WHEREAS, by section 6 (4) (b) of the Visiting Forces Act 1939 
(New Zealand), it is provided that, when a home force and 
another force are acting in combination, any offi.~er of the 
other force duly appointed to command the combmed force, 
or any part thereof, shall be trea!ed and shall have over 
members of the home force the hke powers . of comma_nd 
and punishment, and may be investe~ with the hke 
authority to convene and confirm the findm~s and sentences 
of Courts Martial as if he were an officer of the home force 
of relative rank and holding the same command: 

And whereas, by the New . Zealand Army Regul~r Force 
(Visiting Forces) Order 1955, issued pursuant to se~t10n 6 (5) 
a£ the aforernid Act, it was declared that the port10n of !he 
New Zealand Army Regular For.ce that is f_or the. time bemg 
serving as part oif the Far Eas! Land Forc~s 1s servmg to~~ther 
2,nd acting in combination with the port1,o~s of. the nuhtary 
forces of Her Majesty, other than those raised m New Zea
land to which section 6 of the Visiting Forces Act 1939 
applies, and with which the said portio~ of the. New Zealand 
Army Regular Force is for the time bemg servmg as part olf 
the Far East Land F,orces : 

And whereas the aforesaid order remains in full force 
and effect: 

And whereas you have been for the time being a,ppoin~ed 
to command that part of the Far East Land F,orces bemg 
the Midwest Brigade : 

Now therefore, pursuant to the New Zea~and. Army Act 1950 
and the Visiting Fmces Act 1939, I, Bngadier S1r Bernard 
Edward Fenrnsson the Governor-General orf New Zealand, 
hereby auth~rise ~nd empower you from time to time a~d 
as occasion may require to convene general Courts Martial 
for the trial of such persons subject to military law as members 
of the aforesaid portion of the New Zealll:n~ Army Rt?g~ar 
Force as are for the time being under or w1thm the terntonal 
Emits of your command or jurisdiction who shall be charged 
with any offence against the New Zealand Army Act for 
,vhich they may be tried by Court Martial, whether such 
offence shall have been committed before or after the date of 
this Warrant or the date you shall have taken upon yourself 
the command: 

And I do hereby authorise an1 e~power you to _confirm 
the findings and sentences of distnct Courts Martial, but 
not the power to confirm the findings and sentences of general 
Courts Martial nor to confirm any sentence of discharge with 
ignominy from Her Majesty's service, and imprison:i:nent or 
detention ,exceeding 12 months, or any greater pumshment, 
and to cause any sentence thereof to be put into exe~~tion 
so far as you may lawfully so do under New Zealand m1htary 
law: 

And I do hereby further authorise and empower you to 
delegate to any officer under your command or j_urisdicti'on 
not below the rank of field officer a general authonty to con
vene general Courts Martial for the trial of sue~ pers<;ms 
subject to military law as members of the aforesaid pof1:ton 
of the New Zealand Army Regular F,or,ce as are for the time 
being under or within the territorial limil'i of his command, 
whether the offences shall have been committed before or atfiter 
such officer shall have taken upon him his command, but not 
the power to confirm the findings and sentences of such Courts 
Martial: 

I direct that the proceedings of every general Court Martial, 
or of every district Court Martial where power to confirm 
is restricted by the terms of this Warrant, convened by you 
or by that last-mentioned officer, shall be ~eserved £~:r: ~on
firmation by the General Officer Commandmg 17 D1v:1smn/ 
Land Forces Borneo, or by the Adjutant-General of rhe New 
Zealand Army, in accordance with this Warrant: 

And, lastly, I authorise and empower you to appoint and 
to delegate to any qualified officer as aforesaid the power o;f 
appointing a fit and proper person fmm time to time for 
executing the office of Judge Advocate at any such Court 
Martial for the more orderly proceedings tof the same: 

And for executing the severnl powers, matters, and things 
herein expressed, this Warrant shall be to you, and rto others 
whom it may concern, a sufficient Warrant and authority: 

And I declare that this Warrant shall, without ratification, 
extend to and invest with the a:floresaid authorities and powets 
your successors and any officer for the time being commanding 
Midwest Brigade. 

As witness the hand ,df His Excellency the Govemor
General this 21st day oif May 1965. 

J. R. HANAN, \for the Minister .o:f Defence. 


