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CLIMATOLOGICAL. TABLE—Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for May 1966—continued
Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit) Rainfall in Inches
Height . i .
i of Means of N Absolute Maximum and . Mazximum Bright
Station Station Mean | Differ- Minimum No. | Differ- Fall Sun-
Above of A ence Total | of ence shine
M.S.L. and From Fall [Rain| From
A B B Normal | Maxi- | Date | Mini- | Date Days| Normal [Amount| Date
Max. | Min. mum mum
Ft, °F. °F. °F. °F. °F. In. In. Hrs.
Mid Dome 1,252 | 50-9 | 33-0 | 42-0 | —2-1 | 62-0 15| 24-4 19120515 | —1-1 0-69 28 ..
Cromwell 720 | 51-4 | 32-1 | 41-8 | —1-7 | 59-1 131 21-0 201032 5| —0-8 |0-17 23
Ophir .. 1,000 | 50-6 } 26-3 | 38-4 | —2-6 | 59-0 13 | 15-9 201039 5} —0-8 |0-12 16
Moa Creek 1,400 | 49-6 | 23-9 | 36-8 | —1-9 | 578 13 | 13-0 20 (047 | 7| —05 | 0-26 16
Earnscleugh 500 | 52-1 1 27-7|39-9| —2-5 | 62-0 13 | 17-5 281019 | 5 —0-7 {0-06 22 ve
Alexandra .. 461 | 51-1 | 32-0 | 41-6 | —1-3 | 60-5 13 | 21-6 171020 5| —0-7 | 0-07 17 102
Roxburgh Hydro 350 | 52-4 | 35-8 | 44-1 | —1-5 | 60-0 13| 27-0 (28,29 | 0-43 8| —1-2 |0-12 15 ..
Moa Flat, West Otago 1,345 | 48-8 | 34-6 | 41-7 | —0-8 | 58-9 51277 21 (100 |16 | —1-4 | 0-21 15
Lake Mahinerangi ,300 | 48-7 | 34-8 | 41-8 .. 61-0 15 | 24-0 21 [ 1-43 | 17 .. 0-28 23
Tapanui .. 740 | 52-6 | 36-5 | 446 | —0-5 | 61-0 131 29-0 21 (210 (20 | —0-9 | 0-45 23
Rankleburn Forest 835 | 50-2|36-3 {432 | —0-5| 57-0 5126-4 20 | 2-52 | 18 .. 0-50 15 ..
Otautau . 180 | 53-4 { 34-8 [ 441 | —0-9 | 62-0 51230 20 (2-87 |16 | —0-6 |1-14 22 108
Gore 230 | 526 { 36-8 1447 | —0-5 | 64-0 6270 3110-60 | 14 | —2-0 | 0-16 16 97
Winton 150 | 53-1 | 35-9 | 44-5 .. | 602| 58]24-3 20| 1-37 | 14 .. 0-42 221 117
Pebbly Hills .. 138 | 54-2 | 36:0 | 45-1 | —0-7 | 62-0 13 | 26-0 |20,21 | 1-58 | 13 | —1-7 | 0-40 21 v
Invercargill Airport .. 1|52-9 365|447 | —0-4 | 60-0 6251 20{2-81 {19} —0-9 |0-59 22 109
Milton .. . 60 | 51-6 | 35-8 | 43-7 .. 60-0 5124-6 21|1-48114 | —0-6 |0-29 28 ..
Balclutha .. . 20 | 51-7 | 37-2 | 44-4 .. 59-0 51245 21 (0-80 | 15 .. 0-18 23 75
Rarotonga .. .. 15(79-9|69-2|74-6 | —0-9 | 83-1 11 | 58-5 17 [ 8-60 | 11 | +2-6 | 1-96 2 152
Raoul Island 126 | 70-7 | 60-0 | 65-4 | —0-4 | 76-3 11525 20 7-36 {24 | +1-1 1-67 2| 158
Chatham Islands .. 157 | 54-8 | 46-0 | 50-4 | —0-3 | 61-9 21379 24 14-09 |21 4+0-6 |1-38 18 80
Campbell Island .. 49 | 46-5 | 38-5 | 42-5 50-8 17 | 29-8 11(4-10 |27 0-72 26 13
Scott Base, Antarctica .. 45 . .. 26-1 —6-8 .. 1—58-9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
LATE RETURNS
Waihi, Apr 1966 ..| 300|676(47-5|576| —0-2|72-8 10 | 36-5 416-14 12| -22 |1-79 29 | 187
Tarawera Forest, Apr 1966 200 | .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. ..
Ohakune, Apr 1966 .. 1,964 | 59-8 | 41-2 | 50-5 | +1-5 | 64-9 27 1 31-0 28 14-97 | 13 1-69 260 158
Foxton, Apr 1966 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 162
ERRATA
Raoul Island, Mar 1966 822 | .. .. .. -

The “normal” refers to the present site of the instruments. The standard periods for normals are: for temperature 1931-60, for rain-
fall 1921-50, and for sunshine 1935-60. No normals are available for stations with only short records.

*Sunshine recorder is not located at the station but is in the near vicinity.

NoTtes ON THE WEATHER FOR MAy 1966

General: Barometers were low over and to the east of the North
Island during May, and there was an unusually high frequency of
southerly to easterly winds. It was a cold mionth but conditions were
particularly pleasant on the West Coast. Farmers found it a good
month for stock, though in some areas growth was affected by
frosts and in Northland and Auckland the ground was becoming
rather too wet.

Rainfall: On the West Coast it was by far the driest May on
record, with less than a quarter of the average rainfall, It was
also exceptionally dry in the Alps, the Canterbury high country,
and Central Otago. Rainfall was also somewhat below average
in Southland and Nelson and in the North Island west of the main
ranges from Hamilton and Opotiki to Levin.

In eastern districts from Oamaru to East Cape, about Cook
Strait, and in Northland and Auckland rainfall was above average.
The surplus exceeded 50 per cent in Wairarapa, Wellington, most
of Marlborough, and the North Canterbury coast, also in Coro-
mandel. Over most of Marlborough more than two-thirds of the
month’s rain, amounting to 4-10 in. fell on the 23rd during the
passage of a deep depression across the North Island. Flooding
disrupted road and rail transport between Blenheim and Kaikoura.

Temperature: Temperatures were mainly below average by about
1-2 degrees, highest departures being in Manawatu. On the West
Coast they were close to average. ' ’

The second half of the month was much colder than the first
half. Two spells of cold southerlies brought snow to the ranges
and some of the North Island high country from 17-20th and on
25, 26th respectively.

Sunshine : Northern and western districts of both Islands together
with parts of Southland were favoured with more sunshine than
usual, mainly by 20-30 hours. Eastern districts from Balclutha
to East Cape received less than average by a similar amount,

Weather Sequence: There was widespread rain on the 1st as a
depression from the North Tasman Sea crossed the North Island
and another depression passed far to the south. The weather cleared
over most of the South Island on the following day but remained
unsettled in the north with the depression near Auckland. Rain
persisted for two more days. in Gisborne, Coromandel, and parts
of Northland as the depression departed to the north-east; but
elsewhere the weather was fine under the influence of a ridge of
high pressure extending from an anticyclone over the Tasman Sea.

As this anticyclone moved slowly eastward over .the country from
the 5th to the 7th, isolated showers persisted in Northland and
Gisborne.

By the 8th the anticyclone was centred to the south-west of the
South Island and two depressions were centred to the east and west
of Northland respectively. During this and the next three days the
second depression moved eastward, with rain in northern districts,
also in Gisborne and Hawke’s Bay, and light falls later in other
eastern districts. During the 12th and 13th another depression from
the Central Tasman Sea crossed Northland. Rain persisted in
northern districts and spread to some other areas, including parts
of the South Island.

A spell of generally fair weather was experienced on the 14th
and 15th with a ridge of high pressure over the South Island, except
for some deterioration on the West Coast and in Southland late
on the 15th with the approach of a trough of low pressure,

The trough crossed the country during the 16th and 17th with
fairly general rain, soon clearing however over most of the South
Island with the advance of a ridge of high pressure. Southerlies
developed over the North Island and temperatures became colder,
with snow on the high country. These cold southerlies persisted
for three more days as a depression formed to the east and remained
stationary near the Chatham Islands. Rain affected most eastern
districts from Christchurch to East Cape (except for parts of
Hawke’s Bay) and also the area about Cook Strait. However, a
ridge of high pressure extending from the north brought . better
weather on the 21st. .

From the 22nd to the 24th a depression from the North Tasman
Sea crossed the North Island with widespread rain except on the
West Coast. Some very heavy falls were recorded in Marlborough,
with flooding on the Kaikoura coast. For the next two days the
depression remained almost stationary east of Hawke’s Bay and
cold southerlies brought rain to most eastern districts and the Cook
Strait area and snow again to the high country. From the 27th
to the 29th the depression moved southward, another trough crossed
the country, and a second centre developed north-east of East
Cape. There was some more general rain, followed by cold souther-
}iesdonce again with rain mainly about Cook Strait and in North-

and.

The last two days of the month were favoured with improved
weather as an anticyelone moved on to the North Island.

J. F. GABITES, Director.
(N.Z. Met. S. Misc. Pub. 107).



