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THE Third Session of the Thirty-sixth Parliament of New Zealand was this day 
opened by the Govemor-General, when His Excellency was pleased t'O make the 
following statement 'Of the causes 'Of the caning of this sessi'On of Parliament 
together. 

H'ON'OURABLE MEMBERS 'OF THE HaUSE 'OF REPRESENTATIVES 

It is f'Our years since I first addressed y'Ou in Parliament assembled. 
My term as representative 'Of Her Majesty the Queen in this, the 
c'Ountry 'Of my birth, is n'Ow drawing t'O a cl'Ose. N'O greater h'On'Our 
c'Ould have been best'Owed 'On me and n'O c'Ommissi'On c'Ould have given 
me greater pleasure. When my wife and I depart later this year 
we shall leave behind many friends, but take with us mem'Ories 'Of 
a beautiful c'Ountry and a warm and friendly pe'Ople wh'Ose l'Oyalty 
t'O their Queen is sec'Ond t'O none. 

H'On'Ourable Members, my Ministers have welcomed the signs 'Of 
relaxati'On 'Of tensi'On and the improvement in the relati'Onships between 
the Great P'Owers, the United States, the S'Oviet Union, and the 
Pe'Ople's Republic 'Of China. They regret that areas 'Of instability 
persist in Asia. They are concemed that the c'Onflict in Ind'O-China 
has erupted with renewed aggression by North Vietnam. My G'Overn
ment will c'Ontinue t'O supp'Ort the eff'Orts being made to bring an 
end t'O the war and t'O achieve a settlement which preserves the 
freed'Om 'Of choice 'Of the pe'Ople 'Of S'Outh Vietnam. 

My G'Ovemment was concerned also by the failure of the UniJted 
Nati'Ons t'O grapple seri'Ously with the situati'On in East Bengal and 
it j'Oined in the humanitarian initiatives taken t'O pr'Om'Ote a peacef?l 
settlement. It has rec'Ognised the new State of Bangladesh and wIll 
c'Ontinue a substantial programme 'Of ec'On'Omic aid t'O that c'Ountry. 


