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CLIMATOLOGICAL TABL'l!-Summary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for June 1973-continued 

Air Temperaturos in Degrees (Celsius) Rainfall in Millimetres 

Height 
Absolute Maximum and Maximum Bright of Means of Station Station Mean Differ. Minimum No. Differ- Fall Sun· 

Above - of A ence Total of ence shine 
M.S.L. and From l=I Fall Rain From 

Amount! A B B Normal Maxi· I Date Date Days Normal Date 
Max, Min, mum 

Metres oc oc 
0 c I oc oc oc mm mm mm Hrs. 

Makaretu, April 1973 .. 335 17.4 7.9 12.7 .. 21.7 23 -0.5 25 51 19 .. 13 13 .. 
Makaretu, May 1973 .. 335 15.9 6.3 11.1 .. 22.6 4 0.2 11 110 23 .. 72 14 .. 
Kapiti 1$1and, May 1973 .. 16 15.0 10.8 12.9 +1.2 19.6 6 3.5 22 151 17 +65 45 11 .. 
Ohakune, March 1973 .. 610 19.7 8.4 14.1 +1.6 27.0 1 -3.3 26 91 13 +17 30 12 139 
Ohakune, April 1973 .. 610 15.3 6.1 10.7 +1.3 19.5 18 -1.5 7 87 19 -30 18 23 95 
Ohakune, May 1973 .. 610 12.2 4.8 8.5 +1.7 16.7 4 -6.5 22 179 25 +55 22 4 75 
Wanganui, May 1973 .. 22 15.8 9.9 12.9 +1.4 20.0 3 1.6 22 71 23 -8 9 29 109 
Black Birch Range, April 1,396 11.4 3.5 7.5 +0.8 .. .. .. .. 96 12 -6 29 20 .. 

1973 
Black Birch Range, May 1,396 7.1 1.0 4.1 +0.3 14.9 1 -5.5 22 55 10 -69 22 11 .. 

1973 
Ski Basin, Craigieburn, 1,554 4.2 -1.5 1.4 -0.1 9.8 3 -8.8 21 171 20 .. 28 8 .. 

May 1973 
tincoln, May 1973 .. 11 14.6 4.4 9.5 +1.4 23.8 5 -1.4 31 46 11 -23 20 12 122 
liake Pukaki, No. 2, April 556 16.8 4.8 10.8 .. 22.5 15 --'-1.0 18 56 7 .. 18 20 .. 
· 1973 

Lake Pukaki, No. 2, May 556 11.5 1.5 6.5 .. 15.6 23 -4.5 21 44 12 .. 15 8 .. 
1973 

R'arotonga Airp.ort, April 7 30.2 23.3 26.8 +1.6 32.9 14 19.4 26 121 8 -54 85 29 255 
1973 

Rarotonga Airport, May 7 27.5 21. 7 24.6 +1.5 30.5 13 .. .. 111 17 -41 58 5 118 
1973 . 

Raoul Island, March 1973 38 23.8 19.5 21. 7 -0.1 25.9 13 16.7 23 238 16 +106 142 27 183 
Raoul Island, April 1973 .. 38 22.8 17.0 19.9 -0.7 24.0 21 15.0 5 43 15 -79 11 11 192 

The "normal" refers to the present site of the instruments. Standard periods for normals are: Temperature 1931-60, Rainfall 1921-50 
Sunshine 1935-60. No normals are available for stations with only short records, 

•1ndiC11tes that the sunshine recorder is not located at the station but is in the near vicinity. 
A rain day is a day with rainfall equal to or greater than 0.1 mm. 
Wber~ the extremes of temperature and rainfall have occurred more than once during the month, the date of the first occurrence is given. 

NQTES ON THE WEATHER FOR JUNE 1973 

· Ge,,erti/-June was a mild month. There was an unusually high 
fl!equency of n01:th0 easterly winds in the _North Island_ !ffid ~f 
110fth¢rly winds m the South Island, causmg wet cond1t10ns m 
Northland, Gisborne, and Hawke's Bay but dry, relatively. sunny 
conditions in Canterbury, Otago, and Southland. The mildness was appreciated by farmers, who reported good growth still over 
the greater part qf the North Island. However, in parts of Nelson, 
Marlborough, and Canterbury conditions were too dry, as in 
previous months. 

,Rainftt/1-Rainfall was mainly below normal by 25-50 percent. 
NPst of South Canterbury and Otago with parts of eastern South
'*1d and also considernble areas of Marlborough and Nelson 
received less than half the normal value. It was particularly dry 
around Dunedin, in North Otago, and South Canterbury, and 
also just west of Nelson City. 

, On the other hand, rainfall was above normal in most northern 
and ¢astern .districts of the North Island, and in parts of the 
Southern Alps. 

Te,,,peratures-Temperatures were above normal, mainly by 
1 °c. Highest departures were recorded in the North Island. The 
mi)dei;t periods, were from the 2nd to the 9th and from the 24th 
to the 26th. 

The 111,ek of snow on the ranges was very noticeable, especially 
in the South Island. 

Su11shine-Southland, Otago, Canterbury, and the greater part 
the West Coast were favoured with 20-50 hours more sunshine than 
normal. ·Invercargi)l's total of 97 hours was the second highest 
recorded, there in June in over 40 years of observation. 

Over the remainder of the country sunshine was mainly about 
normal. 

Weather Sequence-At the beginning of June an anticyclone was 
centred to the east of the North Island, extending over New 
2.ealand and the·eastern Tasman Sea, with fine weather. On the 2nd 
a small depression west of Northland caused some rain there and 
in Auckland. During the following 3 days a trough extending 
from north to south, associated with a depression far to the south 
of Campbell Island, moved slowly eastward over the country, 
becoming stationary near Auckland. There was general rain with 
the passage of this trough, including some considerable falls on the 
West Coast, and in Taranaki, Bay of Plenty and Northland. 
Temperatures remained mild. As the trough moved off eastward 
on the 6th and another one was approaching the South Island from 
the west. rain persisted over most of the North Island and also on 
the West Coast. 

On the 7th and 8th this trough commenced to cross New Zea
land. It was associated with a depression just west of Southland 
and a second centre soon developed over the north Tasman Sea. 
Rain persisted in the west of both Islands while temperatures 
remained mild. During the following 2 days this northern centre 
moved on to Northland from the west, causing considerable rain 
over the North Island, especially in northern districts, while a 
south-westerly change with cooler temperatures affected the South 
Island. On the 11th, with the depression off the coast of Hawke's 
Bay, colder south-westerly conditions spread to the North Island 
with showers, except in a few eastern districts. Some western and 
soutpern districts of the South Island were also still having showery 
peri~ds, as in the previous 2 days. On the 12th an anticyclone 
centred east of the North Island brought generally fine weather. 

Dtiring the 13th and 14th a large depression over the north 
Tasman Sea moved south-eastward across the North Island, 
causing considerable rain, mainly over the North Island. The 
rain was particularly heavy in Gisborne and northern Hawke's 
Bay; in the ranges falls of 200 mm were reported over the 2 days. 
By the following day the depression had departed well to the east, 
and cold south-easterlies covered the country with showers from 
Christchurch to East Cape. On the 16th and 17th pressures re
mained low to the east, while another depression was moving 
eastward to the north of Northland. Showers persisted on the east 
coast of the North Island and rain was now reported in Northland. 

From the 18th to the 22nd an anticyclone over the south Tasman 
Sea moved slowly across New Zealand to the east. This provided 
a welcome spell of fine weather, particularly in the North Island, 
but conditions were rather frosty. 

During the next 2 days a trough of low pressure associated with 
a depression far to the south moved eastward over the country, 
bringing rain to the West Coast, besides Northland, Bay of Plenty, 
and Auckland, which were affected by a depression to the north. 
On the 25th a complex trough associated with another depression 
far to the south moved on to the country with fairly general rain 
except in eastern districts from Balclutha to East Cape. Tempera
tures had become mild once again. On the 26th a small wave formed 
on this depression near Cook Strait and rain became general with 
considerable falls about Wellington. As the trough moved away 
during the following 3 days colder south-westerlies prevailed, with 
showers in Fiordland, Southland, and Otago, and also at first in 
many parts of the North Island. On the last day of the month an 
anticyclone over the south Tasman Sea moved on to the South 
Island. The increased southerly flow caused cold, showery con
ditions in Southland, the Christchurch area, the east coast of the 
North Island, and about Cook Strait. 

J. F. de LISLE, Acting Director. 
(N.Z. Met. S. Pub. 107). 


