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The complaint cannot therefore be upheld. . 
It is appropriate nevertheless, that the Tnbunal should 

make some general' comments. The Tribunal is sympathetic 
to the complaint made by Mr Turner since the pro&ramme 
we find, does heavily promote Benson & H~ges, a cigarette 
manufacturing company, with a brand of cigarettes named 
Benson & Hedges. 

The awards were dominated by the Benson & Hedges signs 
and logo. That would not concern us if the event was not 
televised. 

We have referred to Rule 4.1 governing the broadcast of 
sponsored material. 

While it is clear that adequate editorial control was not 
exercised on this occasion to reduce to a reasonable level 
the name and brand of the sponsor, there is no evidence that 
the Corporation relinquished "editorial rights or control 
over the extent and presentation of such material"; 

It would be an internal matter if the sponsor was not a 
company whose cigarettes are banned from televi~ion adver
tising for health reasons. The voluntary ban self-imposed by 
broadcasters carries with it an implied obligation to abide 
by the spirit of the advertising rules in other programmes. 
On page 2 of the Television Standards and Rules there is 
reference to self-regulation as follows: 

The quality of broadcasting in New Zealand is very much 
in the hands of the broadcasters themselves: the standards 
they aim at, the degree of self-discipline they impose 
on themselves, will more than anything else dictate the 
nature of the end product. One way in which the self
discipline can express itself is by the manner of their 
approach to rules, and in particular by their willingness 
to carry out the spirit as well as the letter of any rule. 
The rules and standards themselves have not been plucked 
out of the air, so to speak, but could be said to be the 
current expression of the tradition of acceptable broad
casting conduct that has been gradually developed over 
several decades. 

It would be unfortunate if the Broadcasting Corporation 
lent itself to providing a platform for the promotion of a 
brand of cigarettes, in respect of which it refuses to accept 
paid advertising. The Corporation should endeavour, as far 
as it can, to thwart any endeavour by the cigarette industry 
to gain indirectly the equivalent of television advertising by 
sponsoring public events which are televised. 

While acknowledging the difficulties and complexities of 
this area of television administration, and the world-wide 
problem, the Tribunal has no doubt that in the case of the 
Benson & Hedges Fashion Design Awards, the Corporation 
allowed undue prominence to be given to the name in the 
broadcast. It should have exercised control of the stage set
ting for the awards to eliminate the continual undue promin
ence of the name Benson & Hedges. 

Instructions and guidelines should be given to producers 
to enable them to detem1ine such matters before agreeing 
to televise such events. 

Only if the Corporation is known to take a firm position 
will production staff be able to deal properly with individual 
cases. 

Membership 
The Tribunal co-opted Messrs S. H. Gardiner and R. Boyd

Bell as persons whose qualifications or experience were likely, 
in the opinion of the Tribunal, to be of assistance to the 
Tribunal in dealing with the complaint. They took part in 
the hearing and the deliberations of the Tribunal but the 
decision, in accordance with the Act, is that of the permanent 
members. 

Dated the 9th day of May 1980. 

For the Tribunal. 

B. H. SLANE, Chairman, 

Consent to Raising of Loans by Certain Local Authorities 

PURSUANT to the Local Authorities Loans Act 1956, the 
undersigned Assistant Secretary to the Treasury, acting under 
powers delegated to the Secretary to the Treasury by the 
Minister of Finance, hereby consents to the borrowing by 
the local authorities, mentioned in the Schedule hereto, of 
the whole or any part of the respective amounts specified 
in that Schedule. 

SCHEDULE 

Local Authority and Name of Loan 

Akaroa County Council: 

Amount 
Consented to 

$ 

Staff Housing Loan 1980 30,000 
Ellerslie Borough Council: 

Ellerslie and One Tree Hill Redemption Loan 
No. I 1980 61,180 

Golden Bay County Council: 
Rural Housing Loan 1979 40,000 

Invercargill City Council: 
Renewal Loan No. 36, 1980 149,000 

Levin Borough Council: 
Redemption Loan 1980 30,000 

Mosgiel Borough Council: 
Renewal Loan 1980 ...... 40,000 

North Canterbury Electric Power Board: 
No. 35 General Development Loan, 1980 500,000 

Ohinemuri County Council: 
Rural Housing Loan No. 8 1980 75,000 

One Tree Hill Borough Council: 
Ellerslie One Tree Hill Redemption Loan No. 

1 1980 ...... 98,020 
Stratford County Council : 

Rural Housing Loan No. 20, 1980 150,000 
Tauranga City Council : 

Sewerage Reticulation Renewal Loan No. 1, 
1980 136,000 

Wellington City Council: 
Renewal Loan (Water) No. 1, 1980 ...... 56,600 

Whangarei County Council: 
Sewerage Redemption Loan 1980 2,800 
Dated at Wellington this 5th day of May 1980. 

J. R. BATTERSBY, Assistant Secretary to the Treasury. 

Consent to Raising of Loans by Certain Local Authorities 

PURSUANT to the Local Authorities Loans Act 1956, the 
undersigned Assistant Secretary to the Treasury, acting under 
powers delegated to the Secretary to the Treasury by the 
Minister of Finance, hereby consents to the borrowing by 
the local authorities, mentioned in the Schedule hereto, of 
the whole or any part of the respective amounts specified 
in that Schedule. 

SCHEDULE 

Local Authority and Name of Loan 

Dunedin City Council: 

Amount 
Consented to 

$ 

Development Loan No. 40, 1979 ...... 270,000 
Gisborne Harbour Board: 

Tauwhareparae Endowment Mortgage Renew-
al Loan 1980 103,000 

Manakau City Council: 
Housing for the Elderly (Bridge Court Stage 

II) Loan 1979 ...... .... 42,000 
Palmerston North City Council: 

Final Civic Complex Loan 1980 ...... 400,000 
Wellington City Council: 

Waterworks Reticulation Renewal and Im-
provement Loan 1980 ...... 1,200,000 

Whakatane District Council: 
Home Insulation and Solar Water Heating 

Loan No. 5, 1980 3,000 
Dated at Wellington this 12th day of May 1980. 

J. R. BATTERSBY, Assistant Secretary to the Treasury. 

Consent to Raising of Loans by Certain Local Authorities 

PURSUANT to the Local Authorities Loans Act 1956, the 
undersigned Assistant Secretary to the Treasury, acting under 
powers delegated to the Secretary to the Treasury by the 
Minister of Finance, hereby consents to the borrowing by 
the local authorities, mentioned in the Schedule hereto, of 
the whole or any part of the respective amounts specified 
in that Schedule. 


