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LEGISLATIVE STATEMENT 
 

MĀORI PURPOSES BILL: FIRST READING 
 

Presented to the House in accordance with Standing Order 272 
 
Overview 
 
The Māori Purposes Bill is an omnibus Bill that enables minor, technical, and non-
controversial amendments to legislation relating to Māori affairs. The amendments in 
this Bill seek to modernise legislation, make it more efficient and fit for purpose, reduce 
unnecessary administrative burdens on Māori entities, and enable increased 
autonomy. The amendments in this Bill also address technical issues within statutes. 
 
The Bill amends these Acts: Te Ture Whenua Māori Act 1993, the Māori Trustee Act 
1953, the Māori Trust Boards Act 1955, the Māori Purposes Fund Act 1934-35, the 
Māori Soldiers Trust Act 1957, the Māori Community Development Act 1962, and Te 
Ture mō Te Reo Māori 2016/the Māori Language Act 2016. The Bill also makes 
consequential and related amendments to the Māori Community Development 
Regulations 1963, the Māori Incorporations Constitution Regulations 1994, the Māori 
Reservations Regulations 1994, the Māori Trustee Regulations 2009, the Māori 
Purposes Fund Regulations 1937, and the Māori Television Service (Te Aratuku 
Whakaata Irirangi Māori) Act 2003.  
 
This Bill also repeals three spent Acts: the Māori Purposes Act 1939, the Māori 
Purposes Act 1945, and the Māori Purposes Act 1973.  
 
Modernising legislation  
 
A primary focus of this Bill is to modernise legislation and make it fit-for-purpose to 
enable Māori entities to work more efficiently. The Bill does this by enabling Māori land 
trusts, Māori incorporations, Māori trust boards and committees, the Māori Purposes 
Fund Board, the Māori Soldiers Trust Board, and Māori associations to meet 
electronically. During the COVID-19 lockdowns, in-person meetings were not possible, 
and it is anticipated that other situations will arise in the future where people may need 
to join meetings by electronic means. Modernising the approach to electronic meetings 
also enhances efficiency and helps reduce the administrative burden and cost 
associated with organising in-person meetings.  
 
The Bill amends the Maori Soldiers Trust Act 1957 to modernise the procedure for the 
preparation and disclosure of annual financial statements in relation to the Māori 
Soldiers Trust. It clarifies and modernises the appointment, removal, and resignation 
procedure for members of the Māori Soldiers Trust Committee and the appointment 
procedure for members of district committees. 
 
The Bill simplifies and modernises prescribed processes for Māori Trust Boards under 
the Maori Trust Boards Act 1955. Amendments clarify the process for the filling of an 
extraordinary vacancy on a Māori Trust Board by providing that the Board may 
nominate a person to fill such a vacancy after carrying out a nomination process.   
 
Reducing administrative burden  
 
The Bill reduces administrative burden by making an amendment to the Māori Trustee 
Act 1953 and Māori Trustee Regulations 2009 to require that the Māori Trustee report 
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to account holders about distributable income only if the amount is more than or equal 
to $50. Currently the Māori Trustee must report on all distributive income, and in the 
2021/22 financial year, the average amount of distributable income from interest held 
in the Common Fund was $12.25 per person, and this amount is reducing each year. 
This amendment will reduce the administrative burden and compliance cost associated 
with financial reporting.  
 
The Bill amends the Maori Purposes Fund Act 1934-35 to modernise meeting 
provisions and reduce administrative burden by removing the requirement for the 
annual meeting to be held in Wellington and by removing the linkage between the 
annual meeting and the sittings of Parliament. The Bill also makes consequential and 
related amendments to the Maori Purposes Fund Regulations 1937 to enable notices 
of meetings to be given electronically and to change the notice period and manner of 
giving notice for meetings. 
 
Enabling increased autonomy  
 
This Bill enables Māori incorporations, Māori reservation trusts, Māori associations, 
and the board of Te Mātāwai to appoint co-chairpersons as an alternative to appointing 
an individual chairperson and validates the prior appointment of co-chairpersons even 
though the role was not previously referred to in the principal Act. This amendment 
enables increased autonomy by offering entities flexibility in leadership structures so 
that they can be tailored to the entity’s needs.  
 
The Bill amends the Maori Trust Boards Act 1955 to allow trust boards to set the 
remuneration for the Secretary rather than the Minister for Māori Development and 
removes the requirement for an instrument to be signed by two members, or by one 
member and the secretary to authorise the withdrawal of funds from the Board’s 
account. The Bill also removes the requirement for Board contracts to be made under 
the seal of the Board. 
 
Addressing technical issues 
 
The Bill amends the distributable income calculation and reporting requirements of the 
Māori Trustee under the Māori Trustee Act 1953 and the Māori Trustee Regulations 
2009.  The changes allow the Māori Trustee to take into account expenses associated 
with the purchase or disposal of an investment for the Common Fund when calculating 
distributable income.    
 
The Bill makes amendments to Te Ture Whenua Māori Act 1993 to assist the Court in 
exercising its Māori land matters jurisdiction.  Firstly, the Bill amends Te Ture Whenua 
Maori Act 1993 to allow the Māori Land Court to exercise powers under the Property 
Law Act 2007 relating to easement and covenant provisions regardless of whether or 
not an application is made to the Court. The current section relating to these powers 
refers to “an application” when easement and covenant matters may be before the 
court without there being an application. Secondly, the Bill extends the scope of the 
power of the Māori Land Court to allow it to consider contractual matters under Part 2 
of the Contract and Commercial Law Act 2017 if the matter also falls within the 
jurisdiction of the Court, and amends the definition of court in that Act so the Māori 
Land Court can consider matters relating to minors’ contracts. 
 
The Bill amends Te Ture mō Te Reo Māori 2016 to include raising awareness of 
revitalisation activity and encouraging, supporting, and empowering iwi and Māori who 
are te reo Māori learners and speakers as a purpose of Te Mātāwai. The Bill also 
permits the Governor-General, on the recommendation of the Minister for Māori 
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Development, to make regulations to amend Schedule 3 by amending the name of a 
kāhui-ā-iwi or by adding or removing the name of an iwi in a kāhui-ā-iwi. The existing 
power to add or remove the name of a court or tribunal listed in Schedule 2 is amended 
so that the relevant Ministers may make such a recommendation only if the schedule 
does not include a name that ought to be included or includes a name that ought not 
to be included. The Bill also updates the review section of the Act to impose an 
obligation on the Minister for Māori Development to review the operation and 
effectiveness of the principal Act from time to time, with terms of reference to be agreed 
with Te Mātāwai, after consultation with Whakaata Māori. The Bill also amends the te 
reo Māori version of Te Ture mō Te Reo Māori 2016 to modernise language and make 
consequential amendments already made to the English text.  
 
The Bill also amends multiple Acts to address minor and technical issues such as 
updating terminology and removing references to repealed legislation, telegrams, and 
pounds. 
 
Repeals  
 
Finally, the Bill repeals the Maori Purposes Act 1939, Maori Purposes Act 1945, and 
Maori Purposes Act 1973 as they no longer have any operative provisions.  
  


