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AN ACT for the Registration of Births, Title. 

Deaths, and Marriages in New Zealand . 
. ' [8th July, 1858.) 

'W HEREAS it is expedie~t to provide fQ~ the Registration of l'teamble. 

:»irths,,~eaths, and Marriages in New Zealand. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of New Zealand, u.. 
Parliament ~sembled, ~nd by the a~thoritl of th~ S8IJle, aa 
fo}lows :-. ' 
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I. An Ordinance enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor and 
Legislative Council of New Zealand, intituled "An' Ordinance for 
Registering Births, Deaths, and, Marriages in the Colony of New, 
Zealand," Session VIII., No.9, is hereby repealed: Provided 
always, that any Registration lawfully made, a.nd every act or 
thing whatever lawfully done under the provisions of the said 
Ordinance, shall be as good, valid, and effectual, as though this Act 
had not been passed. 

II. It shall be lawful fot the Governor, in the name and on 
behalf of Her Majesty, from time to time by warrant under his 
hand, . to appoint a fit person to be Registrar~General for the 
Colony, and fit persons to be Registrars of Births" Deaths, and 
Marriages under this Act; and from time to time to remove any 
person so appointed: Provided always, that the lWgistrar 
General and Deputy Registrars: who are noW acting shall be 
deemed to bave been appointed by the Governor". Registrar 
General and Registrars respectively under this Act. Provide1 
also, tbat it sball be lawful for the Registrar General to be 
aypointed and act as a Registrar uud(:lr this Act. 

III. It shall be lawful for the GOVel-nor at any time to appoint 
a fit person to be the Deputy of any-Registrar, to act in case of 
death, illness. or unavoidable absence, and every Deputy shall, 
during the time be shall so act, have all the powers and privileges, 
and perform all the duties, and be subject to all the responsibilities 
of the Registrar for whom he shall have been appointed Deputy, 
and every such appointment when made shall be notified in the 
New Zealand Gazette. 

IV. Whenever any Registrar shall die, the 1;>eputy appointed 
as aforesaid. shall act as Registrar from the day of such death, and 
in case of illness or absence shall act as such from Buch day as such 
Registrar (or in case of illness incapacitating him to do so,) his 
Medical Attendant, shall certify under his hand to the Deputy 
appointed as aforesaid, to act for him, that he is ill and unable to 
perform bis duties, or that he is about to be absent; and such 
Deputy shall cease to act as such from the day on which be shall 
receive from the Officer whose Deputy he is a certificate under his 
hand to the effect that such Officer has resumed his duties. No 
Registrar shall have power to act during such term as bis Deputy 
shall be lawfully acting. . 

v. It shall be lawful for the Governor from time to time by 
Proclamation in the New Zealand Gazette, to divide the Colony 
for tbe purposes of this Act, into such and so many Districts as h~ 
shall think fit, and every such District shall he called by a distinct 
name, and shall be a Registrar's District: Provided always, that 
the Governor may, at any time, revoke the whole, or any part of any 
such Proclamation, and issue a new Proclamation, dividing the 
Colony, or any p,0rtion of it, ane~ into Di~tri.cts, or incr~asing the 
number, or altermg the boundnnes of DIstrIcts, as from time to 
time he may think requisite; and all Births and Deaths shall be 
registered in the District in which they respectively OC~lll': Pro. 
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IVided always, tha.t it shall be' lawful, for the Registrar of any 
District, to register any Birth or Death according to the provisions 
of this Act, itit shall be shown to his satisfaction that the pElrson 
upon whom it is obligatory to give t~e information herein. requiretl} 
could not without (,onsiderable difficulty, delay, or expense, attend 
at the office of the Registrar of. the District, in which the Birth ()r 
Death has actually taken place: Provided also, that the Districts 
now existing, shall, until duly altered, be deemed to be Districts 
proclaimed under this Act. 

. VI. The Registrar-General and every Registrar duly appointed Fees. 
under this Act, are hereby respectively empowered. to receive and 
take the several -Fees specified in this Act; .and _ aU Fees so 
recei ved shall be- accounted for by them quarterly to the' Colonial 
Treasurer, in such manner as he ShaJl from time to time direct. 

VII. It shall be lawful for the Registrar·General, from time Regulations. 

to time, to make, amend, and abolish regulations, (not being 
repugnant to the provisions of this Act, or of any Act 1awfully in 
force for regu1ating Marriages in the Colony,) for the general 
management of the Registry Offices, and the preparation and 

-transmission of all Retoms requited from Registrars and Officiating 
Ministers respectively; arid $ncb Regulations, after being approved 
Of by-the Governor, shall be obeyed aooordingly. 
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VIII. The Registrar·General shaU, from time to time, at the Bo"ks, Forms, &e. 

Public expense, furnish to all parties requiring the same, su.ch 
Books and Forms. as may be requisite for the purposes of this Act. 

IX. Every Registrar shall, in every case, inform himself care­
fully of the particulars required to be registered hy him touching 
Births, Deaths. and Marriages, under any Law for the time being 
in force, and shall without fee or reward, except when otherwise 
specia~ly provided by Law, enter and register all such particulars, 
according to the forms in Schedule A and B, hereunto annexed, in 
cases of Births and Deaths respectively, and in cases of 
Marr~es, according to such Forms as may be required 
by any Law for the time being in force. for regulating Marriages in 
New Zealand; and every entry shall be made from page to page, 
from the beginning to the end of the Book, and every such Book 
shall be paged consecutively: Provided always, th~t in case of the 
r,egistration of a Birth when the child is illegitimate. or the father 
is unknown, the Hegistrar may enter the word ,. llligitimate" or 
"Unknown" in the column of Schedule A, headed" Name and Sur­
name of Father." 

X. Every Registrar shall, in the months of April. July, Octo­
ber, and January in each year, make and transmit to the Registral'­
General true copies, certified under his hand, of all entries of 
Births, Deaths, and MarrIages made in the Register Bo@ks in his 
office during the three months next preceding, or a certificate under 
his hand that there have been no such entries, as the case may be; 

. and every Registrar who shall refuse or neglect to do so, shall he 
liable for every such offence to forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 
£10, to be recovered in a summary way. 

Entries in Registtt 
Books. 

Quarter!y RetIJrns. 
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XII. In each case of a child born within the Colony, the father· 
Qr mother, or some per~n acting {)n behalf of the parent, and be .. 
coming responsible under the provi~ions and penalties of this Act 
for the truth of the particulars, ;shall within sixty-two days (indu .. 
sive of the day of the Birth). and in each case of the death of any 
person, the occupiet· of the house or tenement, or some person pre­
sent at the death, or in 'attendance during the last illness of anyone 
dying in the Colony, or the undertaker having cbarge of the funeral,­
or SOlQe person aQiiing on behalf of the occupier of the house or 
place in which the dpath shall have occurred, and becoming re­
sponsible under the provisions and penalties of this Act for the truth 
of the particulars, shall within thirty-one days (inclusive of the 
day af the Death). inform the Registrar of the particulars reqqireq 
to be registere<l concerning snch Birth Qr Death. \ 

XIII t In case any new-born child or any dead body shan be 
found exposed, a Constable of the District shall forthwith inform the 
Registrar thereof, and of the place where. such child or dead body 
was foqnd, and where an inquest shall be held on any dead body, . 
the Coroner or Justice of the Peace 'holding the same shall notify to:. 
the Registrar of the District the Verdict of the Jury, with all other 
particulars required to' be registered concerning the Death, an4. 
Eluch Hegistrar shall make the entry in his Register Book accord­
ingly, and the saII1e shall be signed by the Coroner or Justice ofthe 
Peace, by whom the information has been given. 

XIV. For the purposes of this Act, the Master, Keeper, Chief 
Officer, or other person in actual oharge of any Gaol, Prison, House 
of Correction, Hospital, L1.lnatic Asylum, or Public or Charitable 
Institution, respectively, shall be deemed the occupier thereof. 

XV. After the said period of sixty-two days. following the 
day of the Hirth of any Child born in the Colony, it shall not be 
lawful ftr any Registrar to register such Birth, unless the parent, 
Qr some person who was present at such Birth, shall make a solemn 
declaration according to the best of his knowledge and belief, 
of the particulare required to be registered; and upon such Decla­
ration being made, and a Fee of Ten Shillings and Sixpence paid, 
it shaH then be lawful for the Registrar before whom such decla... 
ration is made, to register the Birth according to the info~matioq 
of the person making the same. , 

. XVI. In every case of the arrival in the Colony of a chil4. 
under the age of eighteen months at the time of suoh arrival, bor~. 
at sea or in any place out of the Colony, whose parents, or other 
persons l.aving lawful charge of such child, are about to take up 
their ahode in the Colony, it shan be lawful for the Registrar. at 
any time within six months next following the day of such child's 

, ~ftiva.l, on a solemn declar;ttion by one of the parents, orby a p~~"1 
I '" _ 

• 
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son having lawful ch::t.l'ge as aforesaid of ,such chUd, of the particu­
lars required to be registered, to register the birth of such child 
according to the provisions made for ''the registration of Births 
taking place within the Colony, and the terms of si~ty·two days, 
and six months respectively shall be reckoned from the day of such 
child's arrival in the ColonV'. instead of from the day of birth. 

XVI~. It shall not be lawfu.I for any Registrar to register 
the birth of any child after the expiration of six months follow­
ing such birth, if in the Colony, or after the arrival therein of the 
child. if born at sea or out of the Colony; and no Jl,egister, or 
certified copy of a Register of birth made contrary to this pro-
vision shall be received in evidence to prove 14e birth of ~y 
child. ,.. . 

XVIII. If any child. whose bi~ shall have been regiltered 
without a Christian or first na1ne~ shaU, within twelve calendar 
months next after such registration, ha\'e any such na.me given 
to it, the person who shall have signed the original entry, may 
cause the name so given to be added by the Registrar to such 
entry, on payment of a fee of two shillings and sixpence. 

XIX. Every person by whom the information contained in 
aQYRegister of Birth or Death under this Act shall have been 
g~en. shall aign his nam"e in the Register, to which shall be added, 
either by himself or by the Registrar in his presence, his descrip~ 
tion and place of abode; ~nd no Register of Births or Deaths 
accolding to this Act shall be given in evidence which shall not 
be signed by some Ferson professing to be the informant of' the 
Registrar. 

XX. Every Registrar, immediately upo~ registering any 
Death, or as soon thereafter as he shall be reqUired so to do, shall 
without fee or reward deliver to the person giving information, 
or to the undertaker or other person having charge of the funeral, 
a. certificate under his hand according to the form in Schedule C 
hereto annexed, that such Death has been duly registered; an4 
such Certificate shall be delivpred by such ullderta~er or other 
person to the Minister or officiating person who sball be required 
to bury or perform any funeral or religious sel'vice for th~ burial; 
and if any dead body shall be burit>d, for whjch no certificate 
shall have been so delivered, the person who sha~l bU1'J7 the s~me. 
or perform any funeral or religious service for the burial, Qr who 
shall in any other way dispose of the body. shall forthwith give 
notice of the facts to the Registrar, Provided always, that t4e 
Coroner or Justice of the Peace holding any inquest upon any 
dead body for which no certificate shall have ~en delivered a~ 
aforesaid, may order the body t9 be bu.ried, if he shall think fit, 
before registration; and shall in such case give a certificate of 
his order in writing unde1-' his hand in the form in Schedule D 
hertto annexed to the undel"take~ or other person having charge 
pf the funeral. 
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religious service for the burial of any dead body, or shall in any 
other way dispose of a deud body, for which no certificate shaH 
have been duly made and delivered as aforesaid, either by the 
Registrar, or by the Coroner, or Justice of the Peace, holding an 
inquest on the body, and who shall not within two months give 
notice thereof to the Registrar of t he District, shall be liable to 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding £10 for e,'ery such offence, 
to be recovered in a summary way. . 

XXII. Any person upon whose information any Birth or 
Death shall have been registered, who shall discover any error 
to have been commItted in the form or substunce of such entry, 
shall not be liable to any penalty on account thereof, if, within 
three months next after the discovery of such error, he shall in 
the presence of the Registrar, and two credible witnesses who 
shall respectively attest the entry, truly correct the error by 
signing a new entry in the margin, or in another part of the 
Register Book to which a distinct reference shall be made by 
writing across the original entry, and adding the date Qf su,ch 
correction, but in either case without alteration or obliteration 
of the original entry. 

, . 

XXIII. Every Registrar who shall have the keeping, fot 
the time being, of any R.egister Book of Births, Deaths, or 
Marriages, shall, at all reasonable bours ou every day except 
Sonday, Christmas Day, Good Friday, and Public Holidays,':1 
allow searches of any Hegister rlook in his keeping, to be 
made, and shall, if called upon to do so, give a copy certified 
under his hand of the entry of any Birth or Death registered, 
or any Marriage registered by him, on payment of the following 
Fees respectively,-viz., for a search in the Register Book 
extending over a period not ll10r3 than one year, Two Shillings 
aud Six Pence, and for every additional year, One Shilling; 
and for every single certified copy of an entry, Two ShillinO's 
and Six Pence, 01" if such certified coPY be und~r the SeaJ of th~ 
Registrar, Five Shillings. 

XXIV. The Registrar-General shall cause Indexes of the 
certified copies tt'ansmitted to him by the Registrars according 
to the provisions of thIS Act, to be made and kept in his office' 
and shall permit any person demanding to do so, to s~arch any 
such Index, and to have a copy certified under the Registrar­
General's hhnd, of any entry of a Birth, Death, or MarriaO'e 
duly returned and certified to him by any Officiating 'Minist~r 
or Registrar, or a certified copy of such Record of any 
Marriage, the particulars of which have been duly forwarded to 
the Registrar-General by the Offi(,iating Minister or Registrar, 
or other legally competent person by whom such Marriage was 
celebrated or registered, as may be authorised by any Act for 
regulating Marriages which may be in force iu the Colony: 
And for every search in any Index in the office of the Registrar­
General a Fee of Five Shiliings shall be paid by the person 
requiring such search j and for every certified copy of any 
entry in the records of his Offic(', s~lall be paid a Fee of Two 
Shillings and Sixpence, or if such certified copy be undet the 
Seal of the Hegistrar-General, a Fee of Five Shillings. 

• 



" 

210 & 220 VICTORI...E. N Q. 28. 

Registration. 

XXV. Certified copies of Registers or Entries made or 
given by the Registrar-General or any Registrar) and purporting 
to be signed by such Officers respectively, shall be received as 
primd facie evidence in any COlnt of Justice within the Colony. 
of ,the fact of the Birth. Death, or Marriage, to which the same 
r~lates. 

XXVI. Every person who shall offend against this Act by 
refusing or neglecting to give any notice or information required 
by any of the foregoing Sections, shall for every such offence 
forfeit a sum not exceeding Tell Pounds: Provided that, in the 
case of a Birth, the Father, or if he be dead or absent, or the 
child be illegitimate, the mother of the child, and in the case ot 
a Death. the occupier of the hoose in which sucb Death: shall 
have taken place, shall respectively be the persons liable to this 
penalty. 

, X.XVII. Every Re~istrar "ho shall refuse, or without 
reasonable cause omit to regIster any Birth of which he shall 
have had due notice and information as aforesllid, and every 
person baving the custody of any Register Book, or cE'rtified 
copy thereof, or of any part thereof, who shall negligently lose 
or injure the same, I)r negligently allow the same to be injured 
whilst in his keeping, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 

. 'l'wenty Pounds for every sucb oft'enoe.' 

XX\TIII. Every person who shall wilfully make ot cause 
to be'made, for the purpose of being inserted in ~ny Register 
.Book of Births, Deaths, or Marriages, any false statement 
tduching any of the particulars required to be known cmd 
registered under the provision~ of this Act or of an)' Act for 
regulating Marriages in the. Colony w.hich shall at the time be 
in force, shall be deemed gUIlty of a misdemeanour. 

XXIX. Every person who sball wilfully destroy or injure, 
Of cause to be destroyed or injured, any Register Book of 
Births, Deaths, 01' Marriages, or any part or certified copy "Of 
any part thert!of. or shall falsely make or counterfeit, or cause to 
be falsely made or counterfeited, any part of such Register 
Book or certified copy thereof, or shall wilfully insert or cause 
to be inserted in any Register Book or certified copy thereof 
auy false entry of any Birth, Death, or Marriage, or shall 
wilfully give any false certificate, or shall certify any writing to 
be a copy or extract of any Register Book, knowing the same 
Register to be false in any part thereof, or slJaU forge 01' 
counterf~it the signatUl'e or seal or stamp of the Registrar­
General or of any District Registrar. or any impression thereof, 
shall be deemed guilty of felony, an'1 be liable on conviction to 
penal servitud~ for any term not exceeding five years. 
Provided always that every person having the custody or care 
of any Register Books of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, who 
shall wilfully permit or allow any such offence as aforesaid to be 
committed shall be liable to the punishment hereinbefore 
provided in reference to persoIls actually committing tne same • 

• 
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XXX. All fines, forfeitures, and penalties, by this Act 
imposed, shall be recovered before any two Justices of the Peace. 
in a summary way, upon the complaint of any person. 

XXXI. All fines and penalties recovered and all fees 
received under this Act shaH be paid to Her Majesty, for the 
:public uses of the Colony, and in support of the Governmellt 
thereof. 

XXXII. Nothing herein contained shall apply to the 
Registration of Births or Deaths of the Aboriginal Native 
Race of New Zealand, or to Marriages between persons both of 
that Race, except in accordance with any provisions in that 
behalf contained in any Law fOf regulating Marriages in the 
Colony which may be in force for the time being: Provided 
that this .Act shall come into operation in respect of the 
~lfths, Deaths, and Marriages of persons of the Raid Race, in 
such Districts, and at such times~ as the Governor shall by 
proclamation from time to time appoint: Provided also that 
Half Castes and other persons of Mi~ed Race, living as members 
of any Native tribe, shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed 
to be persons of the Native Race., 

XXXIII. SO faf as respects the appointments, the procla ... 
matioll of new or altered Districts, the supply of vacancies, the 
making of Regulations, and the provision of Books and Forms, 
this Act shall take effect from the day of the passing thereof, 
and, as to all other matters, on the first day of January next. , 

XXXIV. The Short Title of this Act shan be '~Th~ 
Registration Act,lSQ8," 

' . 
.. 



SCHEDULE A. 

18 . BmTHS IN THE DzSTmCT OF 

Name, Name 4' Surnam. NtI'IM ~ MaUlen Rank or Signature, de'crip~l m \ Name if 

No. WAen Born, Sex. Surname Iprof~noj . d Bidtm en Signature of added tifte1 
if any. of Father. lion, an re ce . t d Registrar. Registration and Where. of Mother. Falhefo. of Informant. regts ere . 

of Birth. 

1:0. 
t-' 

r 
I 

Rebecea Green, William Green, A.B., 
20 l7th January. James. Male. William Green. formerly Carpen$ell'. Father,-caTnter, i20th Jan. Shortlan 

Anckland. 
Jennings. Cre~cent, . Registrar-. 

Auckland. 

SCHEDULE B. 

18 . DEATHS IN THE DISTmCT OF 

0 

~ 
~ 

~ 
b::> 
~ .... 0 

c., 

~ ~ 
~ 1-1 .,..,. 

0 .... 
c 

~ ~ 0 
~ 
~ . . . 

Name RanA Signature, duefoiption, 
When registered. \ 

Signature 
No. Wken Died, and Surname. Sex. Age. or Ca'1.U8 qf Detltk. and residence of 

and Where. Profession. of Informant. Registrar. 

~ 
? 
NJ 

~ 

Forty Rebecca Green, A.B., 
17 4th FebruarV. William Green. Male. Carpenter. widow, 5th February. 

Anckland. Three. 17, Shortlana street. Registrar. 
, 
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SCHEDULEC. 

I,A. B., Registrar of Births and Deaths in the District of 
do herehy certify that the death of Henry Hastings was duly registered by me on 
the day of 18 

W'itneSil my hand, this day of 18 

(Signed) A.B., 
Registrar. 

SCHEDULE D. 

I, . C. D., Coroner for the District of , 
(or Justice of the Peace) do herE-by order the burial of the body now shown to the 
Inquest Jury as the body of Thomas Jones. 

Witness ~y hand, this day of: 18 

(Signed) C. D., 
Coroller or Justice of the Peace • 

• 


