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1890, No 17. 
AN ACT to amend the Rabbit Nnisance Acts. 

[3rd Septe-mbe1', 1890. 
BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is" The Rabbit Nuisance Act, 
1890." It shall be read and construed together with the Rabbit 
Nuisance Acts, as the same are hereinafter defined. 

2. In this Act-
"The principal Act" means "The Rabbit Nuisance Act, 

1882 : " 
" The Amendment Act" means" The Rabbit Nuisance Act 

1882 Amendment Act, 1886 : " . 
"The Rabbit Nnisance Acts" means the principal Act to­

gether with the Amendment Act and this Act, and all 
enactments in amendment of such Acts 01' either of 
them : 

"Rabbit-proof fence" means any fence 0 1' portion of a fence 
which is 0 1' may be erected 01' converted for the purpose 
of preventing the passage of rabbits, of any of the descrip­
tions following, that is to say,-

(1.) In respect of rabbit-fences purely,-
(a.) A substantial upright paling-fence, not less than 

three feet ·in height ft·om the surface of the ground, and 
the palings sunken into the ground not less than six 
inches from the sm-face, with no greater distance between 
the palings than one inch ; 
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(b.) A post-and-two-rail fence, having split or sawn 
timber placed perpendicularly thereon, to a height 
not less than three feet in height from the surface of the 
ground, and sunken into the ground not less than six 
inches from the surface and well nailed to both rails, 
there being not more than one inch of opening between 
each perpendicular piece of timber; or 

(c.) A post-and-rail fence of substantial material, 
firmly erected, not less than three feet in height from the 
ground; or a substantial wire fence, not less than three 
feet from the ground, having four wires tightly stretched, 
or three wires and a top rail, in either case with posts of 
durable wood or iron, not more than nine feet apart, and 
having galvanised-",ire netting not larger than one and 
five-e ighths inches in the mesh, firmly attached or 
affixed thereto throughout its entire length and height, 
and pegged to the ground, or sunken into the gl'Ound 
not less than six inches from the surfa.ce : 

(2.) In respect of combination or converted cattle­
fences, means,-

(d.) Any post-and-rail, or paling, 01' wire fence or 
portion of a fence of the descriptions Nos. 1, 2, 3, or 4 
mentioned in Schedule A to "The Fencing Act, 1881," to 
which is firmly attached or affixed galvanised wire netting 
not larger than one and five-eighths inches in the mesh, 
nor of a wire lighter than number seventeen gauge, to a 
height of not less than three feet from the ground, and 
pegged to the ground, or slmken not les.s than six inches 
into the ground; or, if a paling-fence, where the palings 
or upright timber are sunken not less than siX'iuches into 
the ground, and the distance between the palings or 
upright pieces of timber thereon is reduced to not more 
than one inch: 

And includes any paling, netting, or other material forming 
PaJ.'t of such fence, and any nail, staple, wire, or other 
fastening or peg attaching such paling, netting, or other 
material either to the fence or to the ground: 

" Stockowners " means any stockowners who are qualified to 
be placed on any stockowners' list mentioned in section 
ten of the Amendment Act. 
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3 . Every Board of Trustees constituted under the Amendment Bo,rd of Trn",,, 

Act shall be and be deemed to have been a body corporate by the incorpomt.d. 

name of" The Rabbit Trustees," with perpetual succession and 
a co=on seal, and shall be capable in law to hold real and personal 
property, and to do and suffer all things which bodies COrpOl'ate may 
do and suffer. 

4. Every rabbit-proof fence heretofore el'ected by the Minister, R.bbit.proof fence 

B d f n1 . h CId to come under or any oar 0 .L rustees, or any person, eIt er on rown an s Foncing Ac>,. 
or lands belonging to any local authority or public body, 01' private 
lands, and every rabbit-proof fence heteafter to be erected as 
aforesaid by the Minister, or any Board of Trustees, shall respec-
tively, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed to be a sufficient 
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fence within the meaning of any Fencing Act for the time being 
in force within the district wherein such fence is situate, and all 
the provisious of such Act shall apply in all respects in relation to 
the erection of such fence and to the maintenance thereof, and to 
the present or future liability of all persons to contribute towards 
the cost of such erectiou or maintenance. 

Maintenance of a rabbit-proof fence shall be deemed to include 
all repairs thereof, including repairs of any damage done to suoh 
fence by animals of any kind whether wild or not. 

5. The Minister I or any Board of iJ.rllstees, Or any person 
who has erected or may erect any rabbit-proof fence on Crown 
lands, or lands belonging to any local authority or public body, or 
private lands, for the purpose of preventing the spread of rabbits, 
shall be deemed to have, Rnd always to have had, authority tQ enter 
upon any district or county roads traversing the line of any such fence 
Or bounding a.ny such lands, nod to continue the construction of such 
fence acrOss any suoh road, or any bridge On such road, with swing­
gates, but so as not to unnecessarily interfero with public traffie; 
subject, however, that a board with the words "Public Road," and 
the penalties herein provided for lea.ving open any swing-gate, legibly 
painted thereon shall be fixed to e.ch side of snch gate, and shall 
at all times he maintained thereon by the persons ereoting such 
gate. 

But no private person shall hereafter ereot any such swing-gate 
without first obtaining the sanotion of the looal authority having the 
control of the road over which it is to be erected. 

Every person who, whether using the Toad or bridge as a high­
way or not, leaves open any swing-gate in a rabbit-proof fence, or, 
after passing through suoh gate, does not close it, shall he liable on 
Rummary com>iction to .. penalty not exceeding five ponnds for every 
such offence. 

El"ettion of r:l.bbit. 6. Any private person or company who may ohoose hereafter 
proof fl.lnCtilll ill to erect A.ny. rabbit-proof fence all the bound8J.°Y between his or 
futuro . 

Govern<lr \Q 
dedo.re operation 
of .eetion four. 

their land and any adjoining land, Or to convert allY existing fence 
011 such boundary into a rabbit-proof fence, shall be at liberty to do 
so; and e,-ery such fence where erected or converted· shall, subject 
to the provisions of section seven, be deemed to be included within 
the provisions of section foUl" of this Act. 

7 . Section four shall not take effect in allY part of the colony, 
except by Order in Conucil which the Governor lIlay from time to 
time issue, on petition in that behalf from a majority of the rate­
payers in any county, road district, or other portion of the oolony, 
praying him to bring the said section into force therein. 

And the Govemor, on petition, may at any time or from t ime 
to time alter, vary, or revoke any snoh Order in Council either in 
whole or in part. 

Pen"lty fer injuring 8 . Every person who wilfully destroys or breaks down or who 
.1l.bbh.proo( fence. injures or l'emoyes any )'abbit-proof fen.ce 0 1' o,ny portion thereof, or 

cuts, detaches, or l"emOVes allY netting fOl1uing part thereof, whether 
set up on Crown lands or private lands, is liable, on SUlIJ:lnary con­
viction before any Resident Magistrate or two Justices of the P eace, 
to he impriRoned for RUY period not exceeding twelve months . 
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9. Every person who sets loose any rabbits, or permits any Pen. lty fo, letting 
rabbits to be set loose, in any part of the colony, or removes any hvc ,.bM.loo< •. 

live rabbits fi'om any place to another in the colony and then 
sets them loose or permits them to be set loose there, or who, for any 
of the pm'poses aforesaid, is ,found with live rabbits ill his possessioll, 
is liable, Oil summary cOllviction before It Hesident Magistrate or any 
two Justices of the Peaee, to a fine 1l0t exceeding fifty llollllds, or 
to be imprisoned fDl' any period not exceeding twelve mont lS. 

10. Every person who enters upon any land not in his own legal Pen&lty fo' poi""n. 

possession or occupation without the n,uthDl'ity of the legal ownel' or ill~ba~drDlotn~ 
occupier thereof. and lays poison, or removes any rabbits that have :~tb~l~1 ~~~hority. 
been poisoned, or their skins, from such land, is ,liable, on slllllmM'Y 
Donviction befOl'e a Hesident Magistrate or any two Justices of the 
Peaoe, to a penalty not exceecling tW8JlLy-fi ye ponnds, or to be im-
prisoned for a period not exceecling six monthH. 

11. In the infliction of any penalty under sAction~ wne or ten ~mi~.I;on of 
of the principal Act, or any mit igatioll of any snch penalty, the pen& t.e'. 

convicting J lIstices Rhall take in to cOllsiuomtion the area of lMld 
on which the c1efenc1n,IlL has railed to uestroy the rabbits, and .nakp 
the penalty to be inflicted proporti.onate to sHDh area. 

It shall be Dompetent to any pm'son who may be fi ned under 
either sections nine or ten of the principal ADt to bring evidonce 
at the t ime whon sud] pcmLlty is inflicted ill mitigation of the said 
penalty; and the Comt or Justices shall heaa: snch evidence, and 
may reduce tho amOllllt of any such penalty if they think fit, not being 
less than the minimum fixed iu the aforesaid sections respectively. 

12. Tho Chief InspectDl' having jmisdiction within any ntbbit mapedo, to I.ayo 
clistrict whel'8in a Board of Trustees is constituted under the Amencl- oh"'11e of .<!milli,· 

t A t 
tro.tlOD of Act. 

men c -
(1.) Shall he an ex officio member of such Board, hut shall not 

he capable of being the Chairman of any such Board; and 
(2.) Shall, on receipt of a copy of a resolution from the Board of 

'fmstees, or aftel' he has reported to the Governor as 
pl'Ovided in sect ion thirty-one of the Amendment Act, 
have the cbM'ge of the administration of t he principn,l 
Act within such distI-ict, and shall sue fOl' all penalties 
recoverable unum' the HI,bbit Nuisance Acts. 

13. Every Boaru of Trustees shall cltrry out the several functions Eoam moy .pp.int 
imposed npon thcm under the Amendment Act as effectively as UHty oversoc, ~nd otber 

be, and for such pmpose may fi'om time to time appoint and remove servant, . 

an ovel'seer lmd such other persons as they think fit, and pay them 
such salM'jes or other emolument as they shall think fit. 

14. F or the better protection of rabbit-proof fences, any In~p.coo, m."y ,.. 
Inspector or any person Ruthorisecl by an Inspector- qUlrO WIld P'S' 00 b. 

M ' fi ' . 11 1 h de,troycd . • ay 'om tlme to tlllle, at a reasonab e ours, enter upon ally 
private lands or Crown lands for the plU')Jose of seeing 
whether there are wild pigs on sl1ch land, and shall have 
free right of ingress, egress, and regress into, over, and 
across any such lands for sHeh purpose ; and 

May require the owner or occupier of 'lily lancls to destroy 
any wild pigs thereon in the same manner a£ under the 
Habbit Nuis,mce Acts he Illay require any owner or 
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occupier of land to destroy rabbits thereon, and subject 
to the penalties in case of failing so to do. 

For thc purposes aforesaid all provisions of the Rabbit Nuisance 
Acts shall be read, mlltatu l1u£tandu, as if the words" wild pig" 
or c, wild pigs" had been inserted in lieu of the word " rabbit" or 
" rabbits" wherever these words occur in any section of such Aots, 
or either of them. 

15. The principal Act iti hereby amended as follows; -
(1.) In section nine the words" 01' having so commenced" shall 

be substituted for the words "and having so com­
)uenced; " 

(2.) In section :fifteen the words "after the receipt of such cer­
tificate" shall be substituted for the words "after the 
receipt of such notice; ,. 

(3.) Seetion thilty-thl'ee is hereby repealed. 
16. The Amendment Act is hereby amended as follows ;­
(1.) Section :five is hereby repealed; 
(2.) In section six all the WQl'ds of the seeond paragraph com­

mencing with the words "It shall be eompetent " are 
hel'eby repealed; 

(3.) In section eight, aftel' the word .. stockowners therein," 
there shall be inserted the words" who are quali:fied to be 
placed on the stockowners' list mentioned in section 
ten;" 

(4.) In section ten the words" thirtieth day of April" shall be 
substituted for" thirty-first day of May;" 

(5.) Section twenty-two is hereby l'epealed ; 
(6.) In seotion twenty-one the word "lands" include private 

lands and Crown lands, as the same are respectively 
defined in the principal Act. 

17. Section thirteen of "The Public Works Acts Amendment 
Act, 1889," is hereby repealed. 
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